w—

(€3] NIVERSITY OF . .
,v» ALBERT Breton Plots History Project
Breton Plots history materials compiled in 2005 and donated
to the University of Alberta Archives
From

Breton Plots Soil Conservation Society
President: Dr. J. A. Robertson

4-42 Earth Sciences Building
University of Alberta

Edmonton, AB T6G 2E3

As part of a project to research and document the history of the Breton Plots, oral history interviews
and other materials were compiled in 2005. The project was funded in part by the Alberta Historical
Resources Foundation.

Materials donated to the University of Alberta Archives:

1. Interviews

- summary description of interviews done.

- 8 videotapes.

- 16 digital files in original format (DSS) from digital recorder and also converted to wave format.
Also included software DPM 2.0 (digital pocket memo) for listening to DSS files.

- indexes (guides) to interviews.

- consent forms from participants, and copy of information sheet for participants.

2. Overviews
- 8 overviews on topics of importance to the history of the Breton Plots, researched and written by
J.A. Robertson:
Time Line for the Breton Plots
Beginnings of the Breton Plots
Origins of the Name “Grey Wooded”
Early References to Sulphur in Alberta
Student and Technical Assistants at Breton Plots: Gleaned from Department Minutes 1958-77.
Names Used for the Breton Plots
Evolution of the Breton Plots — 1929
Evolution of the Breton Plots — 1930s

3. Newspaper articles
- list of some stories already on file and potential newspapers to search for stories about Breton Plots.
- The Representative (Leduc and region newspaper):
- overview of Breton Plots news coverage from 1930 to 1995 and best stories.
- summary table of articles of interest.
- copies of stories related to Breton Plots and context stories, sorted and highlighted.
- The Western Review (Drayton Valley newspaper) was reviewed around field days (mostly July)
- overview of Breton Plots news coverage from 1972 to 2000 and best stories.
- summary table of articles of interest.
- copies of stories related to Breton Plots and context stories, sorted and highlighted.




4. Review of archives.

Indexes or notes were compiled from review of materials relevant to the Breton Plots in the following
archival collections:

- University of Alberta Archives: 76.25 Faculty of Agriculture and Department of Soil Science

papers; 79.82 Four videotapes of interviews done in 1979; 79.89 Field books; 80.14 Four videotapes

of 50th anniversary celebrations in 1979; 82.3 JD Newton papers.

- Provincial Archives of Alberta: 73.307 Alberta Government, Dept of Agriculture Papers;

Agriculture Hall of Fame nominations; various other files related to agriculture.

- Breton and District Historical Museum: two boxes of documents — #95-15 — and a display board

with photos re Breton Plots.

5. Review of books.

Notes were compiled from review of the following books:

- Breton and District Historical Society. 1980. The ladder of time: a history of Breton and District.

- Johnston, Alex. 1977. To serve agriculture. The Lethbridge Research Station 1906-1976.
Agriculture Canada, Historical series no. 9.

- Swindlehurst, Edward B., 1967. Alberta agriculture: a short history. Dept. of Agriculture,
Edmonton, AB.

Contact people for the project:

Dr. Jim Robertson

Phone: (780) 492-6466 Fax: (780) 492-1767

E-mail: James.Robertson@afhe.ualberta.ca.

Mailing address:

4-42 ESB, Dept. of Renewable Resources, University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB T6G 2E3

Dr. Shirley Ross
Phone: (780) 492-2409
E-mail: shirley.ross@afhe.ualberta.ca

This project was funded in part by the Alberta Historical Resources Foundation.
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