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1997 Governor General's Awards in
Commemoration of the Persons Case

OTTAWA - The Honourable Hedy Fry, Secretary of State (Multl: ulturalism) (Status of
Women), today announced the reclpients of the 1997 Governor General's Awards in
Commemosstion of the Persons Case.

The recipieats of this year's Awards are:

Dr. E. Margaret Fulton of Salt Spring Island, British Columbia
Shella D. Geaaille of Bdmonton, Alberts
Hedwidge Landry of Caraquet, New Brunswick
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The Governor Genecal's Awards in Commemoration of the Person:: Case are awarded annually to
individuals who Bave made an outstanding contribution toward promoting the equality of women
in Canada.

The 1997 Awards will be presented at s coremoay at Rideau Hall ia Ottaws on Monday,
October 20, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. His Excellency the Right Honousuble Roméo LeBlanc,

Governor General of Canada, will preside over the ceremony, and ‘will present the Awards medals
to the reciplents. '

The Awards commemorate the lengthy legal and political struggle for women's coastitutional right
to be recognized as persons, undertaken in the 1920s under the leaership of five Albesta

women ~ Emily Murphy, Louise McKinney, Nellle McClung, Ireas Parlby and Henrietta Muir
Edwards, Their efforts, which became known as the Persoas Cast, were rewarded by the
decision rendered by the British Privy Council on October 18, 192, declaring Canadian women
to be persons and thus eligible for appointmsnt to the Senate. The Government of Canada
established the Governor General's Awards in Commemorstion of the Persons Case in 1979 to
celebrate the SOth anniversary of this decision, and to salute the ccatributions of contemporary
women to the advancement of women's equality.
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“Through their sccomplishments, the recipients of this year's Award: amply demonstraze the
diversity of womea’s coutsibutions to this country, through & wide s)ectrutn of activities in many
flelds of endeavour, undertsken nstionally, provinclally and at the community level in all regions
of Canada,” sald Dr. Pry. “Working in partnership with masy other Canadians who believe in
mq.meﬁmrdpmmumnmammmmww

Nominations for the 1997 Governor Geperal's Awards in Counenx:ration of the Persona Case
were submitted by Individuals, women's groups and other organizati-yas across Canads. The five
recipients were selected by an independent selection committee.

There have been 97 recipients of the Awards to date, including: Thirise Casgrain, who worked
tirelesaly to obtaia the vote for women in Quebes; Marie Hamilton, champion of the
advancement of Black women; Shirley Carr, the first woman in the world to head a natlonal
Iabour body; Mary Two-Axe Early, Aboriginal women's rights activist; and Marthe Asselin
Vaillancourt, who has challenged viclence against women through:wt ber life.
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(Biographies of this year's recipients are attached)

For further information, contsct:

Cathy McRae or Angela McLaughlin Artur Wilezynski

Status of Women Canada Office of the Secretary’ of State (Status of Women
Gttawa, Ontario Hull, Quebec .
(613) 995-7835 (819) $97-5500

mcraec@swo-cfo.ge.ca artur_wilczynaki@pol'.gc.ca
mclaughlis@swo-cft.ge.ca

Ce communiqué est aussi disponible en francais.
Visit our Web site at: http://www.ewe-cfo,go.cv/.
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