
l\.lf'lnuscript Group 9/2 

The Archives 
The University of Alberta 

A Guide to the 

William Pearce Papers 

1869-1930 



This guide was prepared with the assistance 
of a grant from the Public Archives of Canada 
Arrangement and Description Backlog Reduction 
Cost-Shared Reduction Program. The Archives 
gratefully acknowledges the assistance of this 
grant. Without it, this important collection 
of papers could not have been made available 
to researchers in Western Canadian history. 

The University of Alberta Archives 

i 



ii 

WILLIAM PEARCE: A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

William Pearce was born on February 1, 1848 near Port Talbot, 
Dunwich Township, Elgin County, Ontario. He apprenticed as a 
surveyor and joined the Department of the Interior in that capacity 
in 1874. Ten years later Mr. Pearce was acting as the department's 
chief advisor on the development of the newly accessible 
North-West. Over the next fifty years he became the leading expert 
on the West's natural resources and on the means of their 
exploitation. 

In 1884, Mr. Pearce took up headquarters in Calgary as 
Superintendent of Mines, a duty which was optimistically thought to 
be of expanding importance at the time. When the mining industry 
failed to match expectations, his position rapidly became that of 
trouble-shooter, advisor and, unofficially, promoter for western 
expansion. He was, for example, assigned the task of settling land 
claims, particularly those of the Metis and squatters. Based on 
this knowledge, Mr. Pearce also prepared the official report on the 
causes of the Riel Rebellion. 

During the next twenty years, William Pearce was actively 
engaged in devising a number of policies designed to control the 
development of resources. These included the creation of stock 
watering reserves, establishment of the system of National Parks, 
and passage of the North-West Irrigation Act. He became deeply 
interested in the potential of irrigation to improve agricultural 
production in the Saskatchewan River Basin. His surveys and 
promotional work were largely responsible for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway undertaking the huge project along the Bow River east of 
Calgary. In 1904, Mr. Pearce left the government service and joined 
the C.P.R. 's Irrigation Department. 

William Pearce's career with the C.P.R. covered almost thirty 
years. During that time he continued to provided expertise in all 
fields of resource development. In 1916, he served on the Economic 
and Development Commission of the Canadian govern~ent. In his last 
years he acted as company statistician for the railway. Mr. Pearce 
died in Calgary on March 3, 1930. 
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In December, 1954, Mr. Seabury K. Pearce, eldest son of William 
Pearce, offered his father's papers to the University of Alberta. At 
that time there were no manuscript repositories in Alberta except for 
the University of Alberta. Mr. Pearce was concerned lest the papers 
become lost or damaged in the basement of his father's home, Bow Bend 
Shack in Calgary. The home was slated for demolition to make way for 
a building project. In accepting the offer, the University of 
Alberta realized and appreciated the significance of these papers to 
the history of Western Canada. The papers constitute one of the most 
complete records of the Department of Interior policies between 1880 
and 1904 and they also supplement records of the Alberta Water 
Resources in the Provincial Archives. Since the papers were 
~eposited with the University, in May, 1955, they have been a primary 
source for a number of graduate theses both at the master's and 
doctor's level. Constant reference is made to them for early 
information about historic sites and structures in Western Canada. 

In his later years William Pearce collected data with a view to 
publishing a history of the Canadian west; that data and the 
unpublished manuscript form a valuable part of these papers. 
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William Pearce: 487 
Commissions as land surveyor under Manitoba 
Act and Dominion and Provincial commissions in 
Ontario: Attempts to locate documentation. 
April 28 - May 4, 1897. 
Includes copy of An Act Respecting Public Officers, 1886. 
[J.T.L. Meyer]. 

William Pearce: 
Insinuations against honesty: 
Protest of J.G. Turiff, Commissioner of Dominion Lands. 
July 5, 1899. 
Protesting "charges made against officials without 
giving an opportunity to reply." 
[R.W. Scott, Frank Oliver]. 

Charges made by Hon. David Mills, M.P., in 
Parliament that officials of the Department of the 
Interior have interests in mines and timber limits: 
Reply from William Pearce. 
April 17, 1892. 
[H.H. Smith, Dominion Lands Commissioner]. 

Superannuation from civil service: 
Correspondence. 
October 20, 1896; February 17, 1903 - April 14, 1904; 
June 25 - August 24, 1909. 
[A.M. Burgess, Clifford Sifton, Wilfrid Laurier]. 

Superannuation: 
Payment of pension: Correspondence. 
December 23, 1904 - November 6, 1916. 
August 24, 1926 - November 21, 1928. 

Employment of William Pearce as statistician, 
Department of Colonization and Development, CPR: 
Letters of appointment. 
November 24, 1923 - December 9, 1925. 
William Pearce's contract was renewed each year. 
[J.S. Dennis]. 

Family Matters= General 

Family - General Correspondence. 
June 21, 1909 - October 20, 1924. 
[S.M. Pearce, Iona, Ontario; John R. Thompson, Calgary; 
Alice Johnson (niece), Calgary; Leslie Pearce (uncle)]. 

485 

486 

493 

494 

483 

806.1 
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St. Peter's Church, Tyrconnel, Ontario: 
Correspondence. 
February 2, 1909 - August 14, 1923. 
Family memorial - efforts to erect memorial 
tablet at St. Peter's Church, Tyrconnel. 
Maintenance of Family Cemetery Plot. 
95th Anniversary Church Reunion (1923). 

St. Peter's Cemetery, Tyrconnel, Ontario: 
Correspondence. 
January 22, 1914 - March 17, 1928. 
History of Port Talbot area and cemetery. 
[James H. Coyne, Fanny Docker, B.E. Sifton] 
See also file no. -534. 

Port Talbot: Correspondence. 
June 21, 1909 - October 20, 1924. 
Includes invitation to commemorative picnic at 
Port Talbot; Executorship of will of 
late Walter Story (1834), concerning 
relatives of William Pearce. 

Port Talbot, Tyrconnel, Elgin County, Ontario. 
October 9 - November 4, 1925. 
History, tourist trade, importance of road system. 
[Fanny Docker, J. Coyne, J.W. Davidson]. 

Maple tree at Port Talbot. 
January 5 - March 18, 1926. 
Dispatch and acknowledgements of photograph of 
maple tree located on old Pearce homestead. 
[Lord Byng; Superindendent, CPR; 
Mrs. Margaret Scott]. 

Christmas Greetings: cards, telegrams and letters. 
December 23, 1916 - February 23, 1927. 
Includes memo on Pearce's illness, 1926-27. 
For other greetings, see 484.1. 

Family 

Mrs. Pearce 

Margaret Adolphina (Gretchen) Pearce, nee Meyer: 
June 28, 1909 - January 24, 1928. 
William Pearce's correspondence to Gretchen re: 
family news, household affairs; weather; progress 
of friends; trip to Prince Rupert. 
March 1925 - Sir Augustus Nanton's illness. 
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695.1 

62 

806.1 

480.2 

819.2 

484.2 

807 
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Children 

Frances Pearce. 

The William Pearce Papers 
1869 - 1930 

November 18, 1910 - June 28, 1928. 
News about family, friends, job. 
February 14, 1916 - Anti German sentiment in Canada. 

Harry J.L. Pearce. 
November 10, 1908 - October 21, 1910. 
Family news; school reports; correspondence re: 
Harry's progress. 

Harry J.L. Pearce. 
December 18, 1911 - June 23, 1916. 
School reports, progress. 
Harry's military career - correspondence with 
family - news about training, movements of battalion. 
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784 

795 

796 

Harry J.L. Pearce. 797 
July 2, 1916 - February 10, 1919. 
Harry's life in the military. 
Includes news of wounds & recovery, 1916. 
Family news. 
Wartime events - political and military. 
July 21, 1916 - mention of charges against Sir Sam Hughes. 
November 3, 1916 - extent of automobile sales in 
Southern Alberta. 

Harry J.L. Pearce. 
March 7, 1919 - November 30, 1924. 
Harry's demobilization, subsequent job searches and 
progress of employment. 
William Pearce's advice re: career prospects. 
News about family, friends, business (William Pearce 
and Harry). 
April 3, 1924: Recollections re: Hon. David Laird. 

Harry J.L. Pearce. 
January 31, 1925 - October 12, 1928. 
Family news - including Harry's engagement and 
marriage, career progress. 
Royalite Oil Wells. 
July 8, 1925 - Calgary ''pageant" - details re: parade. 
June 24, 1926 - Western Canada College - efforts to 
preserve property. 

Phina Pearce (later Tassie). 
Correspondence while travelling in Germany. 
May 7 - October 6, 1909. 
William Pearce's views on Germans, theology, education, 
and travel. 

798 

799 

121.4 
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Phina Pearce Tassie. 
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1869 - 1930 

May 18, 1909 - June 16, 1922. 
News re: family, friends. 
May 18, 1909 - .William Pearce's views re: conscription; 
religion (Christianity); and science. 
July 6, 1909 - Calgary Fair - brief mention of event, 
attendance. 
April, 1919 - Manitoba School question; William Pearce's 
review of "The Clash" - both subjects treated briefly. 

Phina Pearce Tassie. 
November 3, 1923 - June 19, 1928. 
Family news, book discussions (history). 
Sons Billyjoe, Peter. 
Battle of Lundy's Lane (War of 1812). 
1926 oil shares boom. 
March 4, 1927 - Dr. Egbert (Lt. Gov. of Alberta] 
[Bertha Bayliss, J.G. Rutherford, Lord Strathcona, 
Sir Augustus Nanton]. 

Seabury K. Pearce. 
June 8, 1906 - August 16, 1907. 
Fulfillment of requirements by Seabury to become a 
Dominion Land Surveyor - William Pearce's advice, 
assistance in arranging examinations. 
Indenture agreement between William and Seabury. 

Seabury K. Pearce. 
September 14, 1908 - December 27, 1909. 
Family matters. 
Personal advice to Seabury about career, schooling. 
Events in/around Calgary: Dingman well, street 
car service. 

Seabury K. Pearce. 
January 10, 1910 - November 24, 1910. 
Family matters. 
Advice, information re: Seabury's education, career. 

Seabury K. Pearce. 
April 2, 1912 - November 27, 1915. 
Seabury's pursuit of job, career. 
Installation of Calgary water supply. 
Federal regulations governing mining claims. 
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Seabury K. Pearce. 
April 1, 1913 - [November 30, 1916]. 
Family matters. 
Management of household business affairs by Seabury 
during Pearce's absences (includes household accounts, 
reports as to progress of investments, information, 
advice re: specific business, household concerns, oil, 
and gas exploration, development in Alberta, (Viking 
field, Turner Valley area). 
June 14, 1916 - Mention of Mrs. Pankhurst's speech in 
Calgary. 
Wartime news - activities of sons; reports of death, 
injuries to friends, acquaintances. 

Seabury K. Pearce. 
September 28, 1917 - February 26, 1929. 
Family news. 
Correspondence pertaining to Seabury's management of 
household affairs. 
Advice, information re: investment opportunities, 
activities. 

William M. Pearce (Billy). 
December 3, 1906 - December 29, 1909. 
School progress (Trinity College School, 
College) reports, advice from father re: 
Family news. 

Royal Military 
studies, career. 

6 

792 

792.1 

801 

William M. Pearce. 801.1 
January 6, 1910 - August 21, 1912. 
School progress (Royal Military College) - reports, 
fatherly advice re: studies, future career goals. 
Family news. 

William M. Pearce. 802 
September 3, 1912 - November 16, 1915. 
Billy's school progress (University of Toronto, Faculty 
of Forestry) - reports; advice from father re: studies; 
behaviour, finances, career. 
Information re: forestry developments in various places, 
(including the Philippines - January 30, 1913; New 
Zealand - November 5, 1913). 
Steps towards attainment of Billy's commission in the army 
(includes letters, telegrams to Sam Hughes, R.B. Bennett). 
William Pearce's wartime letters to Billy commenting on 
conditions at home - i.e. crops; business; public opinion; 
war; unemployment. 
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William M. Pearce. 803 
February, 1916 - April 1, 1919. 
News of Billy's military activities - includes accounts 
of specific battles. 
News from home - family, business, weather. 
William Pearce's comments, speculation re: specific 
military campaigns. 
February 14, 1916 - Calgary riots (soldiers attacking 
institutions where German or Austrian labor was allegedly 
employed). 
November 13, 1918 - 'Flu epidemic in Calgary - relief 
measures. 
November 21, 1918 - Conditions in the Peace River country. 
April 1, 1919 - by-product coke ovens - William Pearce's 
views regarding same. 

William M. Pearce. 804 
May 13, 1919 - November 14, 1921. 
Advice from father re: career studies, life in general. 
Geological publications requested, received. 
Progress of Billy's job as drilling supervisor (Imperial 
Oil Company), work in Peru. 
Legislation re: incorporation of Alberta engineers. 
Oil developments in Alberta, including regulations for merger 
between Calgary Petroleum Products, Imperial Oil Company. 
November 14, 1921 - William Pearce's predictions re: 
upcoming federal election. 

William M. Pearce. 805 
January 16, 1922 - June 21, 1928. 
Correspondence to Billy (while in Peru) from 
Father - contains news about Royalite Oil Company 
progress; family; crops; politics; 
progress of Billy's work in Peru - notes about the 
country itself (scenery, ways of life, people). 
Discussions of drilling techniques, equipment, specific 
projects. 
History of "Toe H'' (Talbot House) - Christian meeting place 
founded in Poperinghe, Belgium in 1915 for soldiers. 
February 5, 1924 - Carnival Week in Calgary. 
February 3, 1925 - Genealogical information on Pearce family. 

Father, Brothers, Cousins, In-Laws 

John Pearce: Settlement of estate (Father). 
December 4, 1905 - March 31, 1906. 

692 

7 

John Pearce: Settlement of estate (Father). 
April 3 - 30, 1906. 

692.1 
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John Pearce Estate (Father). 693 
May 2 - December 28, 1906. 
Transactions involving estate. 
Plans to erect memorial tablet. 

John Pearce Estate (Father). 693.1 
January 9, 1907 - May 9, 1912. 
Plans for memorial tablet. 
Death of Sarah Moorhouse (Aunt). 

John S. Pearce (Brother): 490 
Correspondence with William Pearce. 
December 7, 1883; February 1 - July 20, 1889. 
St. Thomas, Ontario. 
Mainly arrangements for parents' trip west. 

John S. Pearce (Brother). 785 
February 25, 1888 - December 24, 1894. 
Family matters. 
William Pearce's orders for seeds, maple sugar from 
John. 
1892 - customs duty on seed corn - John's complaints 
re: government policy; performance of Hon. J. Carling 
as MP for London. 
1894 - sale (actual and potential) of creamery equipment 
to Alberta concerns by John. 
Default on payments to John by Innisfail Dairy and Stock Co. 

John S. Pearce (Brother). 786 
January 11 - December 30, 1895. 
Requests for seed, maple sugar, agricultural equipment 
and advice from William to John. 
Innisfail Dairy and Stock Co. - debt owing to John. 
Edmonton Cheese and Butter Co. - debt to John. 

John S. Pearce (Brother). 787 
January 2, 1896 - December 23, 1897. 
John's claim against Edmonton Cheese and Butter Co. 
Government control of creameries - Moose Jaw example. 
Innisfail Dairy and Stock Co. - financial affairs; 
repayment of debt to John. 
Orders for seed, maple sugar, agricultural supplies 
from William to John. 
1897 - death of brother Joseph - winding up of Joseph's 
estate. 
Arrangements for care of parents following Joseph's death. 
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John S. Pearce (Brother). 788 
January 12, 1898 - November 3, 1900. 
Innisfail Dairy and Stock Co. - debt to John. 
William's orders/receipt of seed, maple sugar. 
Family matters: dispute between father and brother's 
wife re: ownership of family homestead. 

John S.Pearce (Brother). 789 
April 28, 1901 - September 11, 1903; September 10, 1908. 
Innisfail Dairy and Stock Co. - liquidation. 
Dairy industry - enquiry into business prospects Western 
Canada. 
Includes discussions of propositions to manage or control 
government creameries in Alberta; to establish evaporated 
cream or condensed milk plants; to supply dairy products 
to B.C~ 
Colonization schemes related to the dairy industry. 
Saskatchewan Land Co. possibility of dairy-based colony 
on CPR irrigated land. 
Milking machines - information re: types used in Scotland, 
New South Wales. 
Dry milk powder - process of production. 

John S. Pearce, (Brother) and Leslie H. Pearce (Nephew), 819.1 
Tyrconnel. 
June 28 - July 31, 1900. 
Choice of gifts for parents' 60th wedding anniversary. 

John S. Pearce Estate (Brother). 695 
June 8 - July 5, 1909. 

Joseph Pearce (Brother). 
December 4, 1900 - February 28, 1901. 
Executors of estate versus John Pearce (Father) in 
legal suit. 

696 

9 

Mrs. Joseph Pearce. 693.2 
February 2, 1909 - November 16, 1910. 
Mental condition of Mrs. Pearce. 

~-""" ---~, 
Backus, L~slie (Cousin). 
February 4 - 28, 1913. 
Pearce's advice re: Leslie's plans to go west. ,,,--~ 

,{ ~ 
Backus, Stephen (Cousin). 
April 12, 1909 - May 25, 1920. 
Family news, deaths of Stephen's father, 
uncle; William Pearce's purchase of beans from Stephen. 
1917 Federal election. 

782.1 

806.2 
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Docker, Mrs. Fanny (Cousin): 534 
Correspondence. 
September 2, 1909; November 16, 1921 - January 30, 1929. 
Genealogy - copies to William M. and Harry Pearce. 
Tyrconnel Church & Cemetery. 
See also file no. -62. 
[J. Coyne, B.E. Sifton, William S. Pearce, Harry 
Pearce, Mary Pearce]. 
Includes 19 Photographs of Tyrconnel area. 

Finlay, Carrie (Mrs. John Finley - Cousin). 686 
January 6, 1884 - April 5, 1886. 
Estate of deceased husband John. 
News about family members. 

Finlay, John 
[January, 1889]. 
Memo re: estate of Finlay. 

Mackid, Dr. H. Goodsir (Brother-in-law). 
May 9, 1889 - August 26, 1925. 
Correspondence continued with son, L.S. Mackid. 
Attempts to find employment for Dr. Mackid; 
R.C.M.P. news. 

Meyer, John Thornton Ludwig (Brother-in-law). 
March 28, 1891 - November 18, 1904. 
Family matters, real estate. 
Topics mentioned briefly: 
June 22, 1892 - land office dispute, Edmonton. 
June, July, 1892 - Soo Railway Line terminus; 
smallpox scare. 
June, 1902 - B.C. politics. 
May, 1903 - Frank Slide. 

Meyer, John Thornton Ludwig. 
August 18 - October. 1906. 
Family matters; real estate. 

Meyer, John Thornton Ludwig. 
August 22, 1912 - October 12, 1928. 
Real estate, family matters, Port Moody, 
Benjamin Willson's death. 

Meyer, John Thornton Ludwig. 
January 15, 1916 - June 27, 1923. 
Family matters; real estate. 

687 

566.2 

783 

705 

574.2 

705.1 
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Meyer, Louisa (Sister of Margaret (Gretchen) Pearce). 
April 29, 1909 - March 26, 1928. 
1918 - account of trip through Southeastern U.S. 
1925 - Losses covered in Calgary, Irrigation Co. 
News about activities of family, friends. 
December 2, 1925 - Royal Geographical Society. 
Plans for Louisa's estate. 

Moorhouse, Franklin (Franklyn, Frankland): (Cousin) 
Correspondence. 
March 8, 1888 - December 22, 1913 
Maintenance of Bow Bend property. 
Includes purchase by J. Macdonald of land Moorhouse 
has preempted. 
Inspection of Hays and Co. Dairy for CPR. 
[John Macdonald] 

Moorhouse, Herbert J.: 
Correspondence on genealogy. 
March 23-28, 1908. 

Moorhouse, Oscar. 
September 13, 1893 - March 7, 1918. 
Farm business between William Pearce and Moorhouse 
brothers. 
Family news. 

Moorhouse, Mrs. Robert: 
Letter of condolence. 
May 18, 1918. 
Robert Moorhouse was William Pearce's cousin. 

Moorhouse Brothers Cattle Company 
(Moorhouse, Oscar and Franklin): 
Memoranda. 
February 5, 1902; February 8, 1904. 
"Re: incorporating into a joint stock company." 
Suggested name, advice on setting up company. 

Mary Pearce (Cousin). 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
May 21, 1912 - February 13, 1924. 
1912 - death of cousin Carrie. 
1914 - death of Anna(?). 

11 
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580 

578.2 

576 

578.1 

577 

809 
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Sarah Pearce (Cousin). 811 
April 12, 1909 - August 25, 1924. 
Family news. 
November 20, 1918 - influenza - brief note re: conditions 
in Alberta. 
August 13, 1924 - St. Peter's church - quarrel between Uncle 
Leslie, Cousin Joe Patterson re: finances of construction. 

Walter Pearce (Nephew). 800 
February 24, 1909 - March 28, 1929. 
Family news. 
William's assistance to Walter in obtaining employment. 
Telephone service to Millarville - new district. 
February 12, 1924 - Assessments of Hon C.A. Stewart as 
Minister of the Interior; Sir Henry Thornton as 
Canadian National Railways official. 
1924-26 - Walter's comments on Maritimes lifestyles 
(particularily New Brunswick). 
William's views on Alberta politics. 
March 28, 1929 - Deaths of Sir J.A.M. Aitkin; 
Sir Hugh Macdonald; Sir Lomer Gouin discussed briefly. 

William S. Pearce (Cousin). 812 
May 6 - 21, 1909; May 3, 1919 - March 1, 1920. 
1909 - Case of cemetery plot; purchase of honey syrup. 
1919-20 - Orders for syrup. 

12 

Purdy, Clifford T (Cousin). 587.2 
December 15, 1914 - August 14, 1916. 
February 21, 1922. 
Loans from William Pearce for law suit. 

Tassie, Gilbert Culloden (Son-in-law). 
April 20, 1910 - June 13, 1916. 
Apprenticed to William Pearce, 1910; articles included. 
Married Phina Pearce. 
Recollections of Dr. Kingi Chief Astronomer (died 1916). 

817 

Tassie, Gilbert Culloden. 817.1 
March 21, 1917 - December 3, 1925. 
Personal, Family news: Tassie's employment prospects 
(1917). 
Plans for Mr. and Mrs. Pearce's trip to B.C. 
Interior (1922). 
1925 - William Pearce's views re: trip down the Mackenzie 
River. 
Economics of raising buffalo, 
Canadian fruit industry, 
Bridge River water power. 
Gilbert's remedy for constipation(!) 



( 

Accession Number 74-169 

The William Pearce Papers 
1869 - 1930 

13 

Tassie, Gilbert Culloden. 818.1 
August 23, 1922 - March 9, 1929. 
Finding employment, resignation. 
1922 - David Thompson commemoration, notes on S.F. Tolmie. 
June 22, 1927 - Article: "Irrigation and the Future·." 
Irrigation and fruit in Okanagan. 
["Billy" Jones, H.H. Smith, G. Sterling]. 

Education= Family 

The College, Calgary: 115 
Correspondence. 
August 16 - September 14, 1896. 
[Reverend William Eugene Perrin, Principal]. 
Seabury's attendance for one half term and waiver of fees. 

School calendars: 
Trinity College School, 1904, 1905. 
Western Canada College, 1904, 1905, 1906. 
Royal Military College, 1906. 

Family education: 
Seabury and Billy, Lakefield Preparatory School 
and Trinity College School: 
Correspondence, grades, bills. 
December, 1902 - July 9, 1906. 
See also file no -120.2 for Billy's attendance. 
1904 - William Pearce's views on starting a college 
in Calgary or Edmonton. 

Family education: 
Harry, Western Canada College and Lakefield Preparatory 
School: 
Correspondence, grades, bills. 
November 17, 1903 - October 29, 1907. 

Family Education: 
Billy, Lakefield Preparatory School and Trinity 
College School: 
Correspondence, grades, bills. 
Easter, 1904 - July, 1907. 
See also: 120.1 for Seabury and Billy. 

Harry Pearce: 
Correspondence at Lakefield Preparatory School. 
November, 1907 - September 2, 1909. 

120.4 

120.1 

120.3 

120.2 

121.3 
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William M. (Billy) Pearce: 
Correspondence at Trinity College School. 
December 2, 1907 - September 7, 1909. 

Seabury Pearce: 
Correspondence at McGill and summer work. 
September 23, 1908 - August 30, 1909. 

Personal - Invitations 

Invitations: general. 
January 26, 1903 - September 28, 1925. 
Invitations to attend a variety of functions, put on by 
the following individuals, companies, or associations: 
International Civic Bureau; Hays & Co. Ltd. dairy; 
Hudson's Bay Company; Calgary Power Co. Ltd.; Alberta 
Military Institute; Friends of the North American 
Indian and other Native Races; International Engineering 
Congress; Chinook Jockey Club; C.P.R. annual banquets. 

RNWMP: Invitations to social functions. 
November 30, 1909 - April 4, 1923. 
Request for CPR transportation to a reunion of veterans. 

Personal Effects and Property 

Personal property: general. 
July 2 - 3, 1907; May 17, 1909 - July 13, 1921. 
Saddle; advertisements and purchases of various 
goods (surveyors' instruments, outdoor equipment, 
dry goods, tobacco). 

Belanger, H., H.B.C. Cumberland House: 
Provision of dressed deer skins for coat. 
February 25 - July 30, 1888. 

Mill stones and snow shoes left at Winnipeg: 
Request for return. 
November 27 - December 1, 1891. 
Stones were gift of George Duck. 

Lost personal property: 
Correspondence. 
December 10, 1908; January 28 - February 1, 1924. 
Pipe; glasses. 

14 
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2131 

366 

372 
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Personal & Family Medical 

Eyes. 
October 31, 1899 - November 27, 1903. 
Correspondence with Drs. Harry Mackid, W. Harvey Smith 
re: Pearce's eyeglasses; Seabury's artifical eye and 
eyeglasses; Lizzie Meyer's eye treatment. 

Doctors', dentists', accounts. 
September 16, 1910 - February 23, 1918. 

Political 

Politicians: 
Correspondence - General. 
November 8, 1911 - November 6, 1925. 
Includes Government involvement in banking; 
usefulness of Senate; congratulations on appointments. 
[J.E. Brownlee; H. Greenfield; J.L. Cote; Robert Borden; 
T.H. Blow; W.W. Buchanan; P.E. Lessard; C.W. Fisher;~ 
Wm. Egbert]. 

Bennett, R. B.: 
Correspondence. 
[December 25], 1909 - June 28, 1927. 
Includes introductions and recommendations, legislation, 
political affairs. 
Redistribution Act. 

Fossils in Alberta: 
Legislation to regulate fossils taken from the Red 
Deer River Valley: Correspondence. 
November 14 - 20, 1913. 
Includes excerpt from Department of Mines Press Bulletin 
no. 11, on C.H. Sternberg's 1913 collections. 
[R.B. Bennett, B~rnum Brown] 

A 
Forget, A.E.: 
Correspondence. 
October 7 - 14, 1898. 
Congratulations and response on becoming Lieut. 
Governor, N.W.T. 
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McCarthy, Maitland Stewart, M.P.: 
Correspondence. 
October 4, 1907 - November 6, 1911. 
Memoranda re: Dominion Railway Commission. 
Forest reservations, Irrigation Act (SALCO). 
GTP, CN railways into Calgary. 
North Saskatchewan River as navigation channel, 
Edmonton to Winnipeg. 
Petroleum, natural gas resources in northwestern Alberta. 
Tarsands, salt from Athabasca - Mackenzie. 
Southern Alberta Land Company, 1909. 
Post office revenue, North & South, 1907. 

Royal, Joseph (Hon). 
Lieut. Governor, N.W.T. 
July 16, 1888. 
1 p. 
William Pearce's congratulations on appointment. 

Schultz, John Christian. 
Lieut, Governor, Winnipeg. 
July 6 - 21, 1888. 
2 p. 
Congratulations on appointment. 

"Temperance and Liquor legislation in Alberta, 
passed and enforced by the Rutherford Government." 
n.d. 
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594.1 
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Memorandum: [Comparison of Records of Liberal 647.2 
and Conservative Governments on Settlement, survey 
and agricultural matters]: Statistics. 
n.d. [1904 - 1907]. 
Includes: Stockwatering reserves, immigration, "Dr. 
Patrick re: Saskatchewan Land ••• ", second homesteads, 
surveys, irrigations surveys, timber berths, coal 
lands, hay and grazing lands, seed grain, sub-agents. 
entry by agent, homestead conditions in the Railway Belt in 
B.C., experimental farms, tree culture. 
"In this and anything else I may from time to time send 
you, you will no doubt thoroughly understand why I desire 
my name should not be used." 
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Provincial Autonomy (Alberta, 1905) 
February 1, 1905 - June 29, 1905. 
[M.S. McCarthy (M.P.)]. Includes: 
Separate schools in Alberta; 
Bills to establish governments of Saskatchewan, Alberta; 
Provincial boundaries - political negotiations re: 
division of provinces. 
Reverend Lloyd (Barr colony) - application for federal 
grant for religious, educational purposes; 
Railway land grants - favouritism for CNR, particularly 
Qu'Appelle, Long Lake & Saskatchewan Railway; 
Telegraph lines in the N.W.T.; unnecessary construction, 
expenditure; ,J 

Location of capitaL city of Alberta - efforts to promote 
selection of Calgary; ,,.J 

House of Commons debates - N.W.T. autonomy question; 
Notices of Motion re: N.W.T. _, · 
History of separate schools in Canada since 1863; 
Redistribution of federal seats following provincial 
autonomy. 

House of Commons Debates. 
February 21 - July 5, 1905. 
Unrevised editions. 

"Province of Alberta versus CPR'': Court case. 
December 20, 1910. 
News clipping - Edmonton Capital. 

Conservative campaign pamphlet. 
[1913]. 

Public Utilities. 
June 18, - July 6, 1917 (2 p.). 
The "Niagara" question - government spending on 
public utilities. 

Municipal Administration: 
Suggested improvements. 
January 3 ~ 31, 1918. 
''Some thoughts concerning municipal administrations." 
Suggests municipal research office to collect data. 

Conservative Party - Calgary. 
October 2 - 7, 1925. 
Correspondence. 
[Fred Davis (Conservative Committee Rooms)] 
re: blueprints showing federal electoral boundaries 
in Calgary. 
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Prime Minister's Radio Address 
May, 1929. 
Transcript of educational address re: 
Business.' 

'The Nations 

18 

2134 

Personal= Transportation/travel 

Transportation on railways for family: 536.1 
Correspondence. 
June 1, 1895 - February 19, 1906. 
Routine requests, Outgoing only. 
[C. Drinkwater, Assistant to the President, CPR]. 

July 2, 1907 - August 24, 1922. 
Correspondence. 
Arrangements for transportation, accomodation while 
travelling. 

Family CPR - Railway passes. 
1906-1911. 
Requests for passes for family members 
& Jacob Smith, 1906. 
[Whyte, William]. 

2132 

639.2 

World trip. 556 
October 15, 1908 - February 8, 1910. 
[Ireland, Alleyne. 
Botelph Club, Boston; Royal Societies Club, London, Eng.]. 
October 15, 1908 - February 8, 1910. 
Obtaining reference books for world trip. 

World trip. 2141 
November 15, 1910 - May 26, 1913. 
Preparations, 
itinerary, preparation of map of places visited. 

World trip. 900 
December 10 - 27, 1910. 
Original notes, diary of trip. 
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February 6, 1911 - February 14, 1925. 
Correspondence while en route: 
requests for information about areas visited; 
requests for information about Canada on behalf 
of interested individuals whom William Pearce met 
on his trip. 
Correspondence with people met on the trip -
description of certain portions of the trip; 
(Mukden - Japan -Russia - Britain - Europe). 
Comments re: specific places, events (India: 
Delhi Durbor, Kashmir). 
Letters of introduction. 

World trip: 
Report in Calgary Herald. 
February 20, 1912. 

Dane, Sir Louis. 
Lieutenant Governor of the Punjab. 
September 21, 1911 - April 9, 1913. 
Met on World trip 
[Proposed trip to Canada-]. 
Introductions. 

Mackenzie River Trip, 1925 
June 16 - August 28, 1925. 
Alberta and Arctic Transportation Company -
passenger, freight rates (Northern Alberta, 
Northeastern B.C., N.W.T.), 
description of available excursion tours. 
William Pearce's arrangements for trip. 
Report of trip - land, resources. 
Reference to Governor-General, who was on same trip. 

World War 1. 

War Literature. 
1914 - 1917. 

A ,_A,L," '-<Ct,,"'t' ,, 6 c:, ';5 • 

Includes Canada Gazette, orders for Oxford pamphlets. 
See also family correspondence, 1914-18. 

Condolence letters to relatives of soldiers 
killed in action. 
July 24, 1916 - April 21, 1917. 

Mrs. A.E. Harnett. 
May 18, 1917 - April 4, 1918. 
Claim for exemption of son from active service. 
Pension application of mother on behalf of son. 
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Form letters, receipts. 
December 12, 1915 - April 26, 1928. 
Salvation Army, VON, YMCA. 

Red Cross Society, Calgary Branch: 
Correspondence, reports. 
October 1, 1914 - November 6, 1922. 
[James A. Lougheed, Mary Waagen]. 

Canadian Patriotic Fund. 
December 26, 1914 - March 13, 1920. 
Requests for donations from various societies engaged 
in war relief work. 
Military Service Act Proclamation (1917). 
War loans. 

British Sailors Charitable Societies: 
Donations. 
March 27, 1917 - July 9, 1928. 
Appeals for donations. 

Church 

Church of the Redeemer, Calgary: 
Correspondence. 
October 15, 1887 - November 9, 1903. 
William Pearce, Vestryman. 
Includes plan (on linen) of church property. 
[Reverend Dr. Paget]. 

Church of the Redeemer: 
Contributions. 
September 30, 1907 - April 12, 1910; December 9, 1925. 
Includes printed attack and rebuttal re: Dean Paget. 

Church of the Redeemer: 
Request to place memorial tablet to infant sons. 
December 29, 1913. 2 p. 
[Dean Paget]. 

Church of St. John the Evangelist: 
Correspondence. 
October 8, 1907 - April 21, 1924. 
Includes Pro-Cathedral Forward Movement. 
Mortgage on rectory held by William Pearce. 
[Reverend G.E. Gale]. 
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Anglican Church of Canada, Calgary archdiocese: 66.3 
Correspondence, donations. 
November 14, 1911 - April 19, 1927. 
Notices of meetings, Finance and Property Board 
of the Synod. 
Includes St. Gabriel's Church, Bishop Pinkham's retirement. 

Cooper. Archdeacon Alfred William Francis, 63.2 
Church of the Redeemer: 
Correspondence. 
April 13, 1896 - December 1, 1903. 
Later of Killarney, Ireland. 
Includes: complaint about choral service, recommendations 
for employment of Reverend Cooper's protege. 

Cooper, Reverend Canon Alfred William Francis: 525.1 
Correspondence. 
May 1, 1913 - January 8, 1919. 
First Anglican rector in Calgary. 
Retirement fund donations/gift. 
Irish troubles, 1918-19. 
Personal family news, Pearce to Cooper, Cooper to Pearce. 

Presbyterian Church, Indian Head, Saskatchewan: 66.4 
Request for donation to memorial window for 
Robert Crawford. 
October 29 - November 8, 1907. 

Associations 

Associations and Memberships: 
General. 
December 28, 1914 - May 17, 1927. 
Civic associations, Toe H., 
Alpine Club. 

Associated Boards of Trade: 
Correspondence. 
June 2, 1906 - September 18, 1907. 
Support for Hudson's Bay Railway. 
"River versus Railway Transportation," 
North versus south Saskatchewan Rivers for navigation. 

Associated Board of Trade: 
Convention, Calgary. 
March 29 - July 12, 1920. 
William Pearce's paper on "Coal Situation of Canada, 
especially Alberta." 
Includes railways in Peace River area. 

99.2 

33 

74 
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Association of Professional Engineers of Alberta: 32 
Membership application and certificate. 
May 17, 1920; April 15, 1921. 

Canadian Mining Institute (later Canadian Institute 42.1 
of Mining and Metallurgy): 
Meetings, notices, publicity. 
January 2, 1913 - October 16, 1922. 
Includes Rocky Mountain Branch paper on coal, 
August 11, 1921. 
Letter on coal. 

Canadian Mining Institute: 42.2 
Meetings: notices, publicity, circular letters. 
January 2, 1923 - March 11, 1929. 
Includes Rocky Mountain Branch. 
William Pearce. Resigned membership 1924 and became 
Life Member, 1928. 
Letter on coke shipments. 

Canadian Society of Civil Engineers (later Engineering 49.1 
Institute of Canada): Meetings, 
elections, membership. 
January 26, 1910 - December 31, 1915. 
Regulations for Calgary Branch. 
[H.D. Lumsden; H.N. Ruttan; R.E. Young; Seabury K. Pearce]. 

Canadian Society of Civil Engineers 
Correspondence, meetings, elections. 
January 8 - December 28, 1916. 
Employment of engineers on technical commissions. 
[W. Muir Edwards, C.A. Magrath]. 

Canadian Society of Civil Engineers: 
Meetings, membership, minutes. 
January 20 - December 28, 1917. 
Includes Calgary Branch and Alberta Division, 
history of Society to December 14, 1917, 
proposed change of name. 

Canadian Society of Civil Engineers. 
January 8 - June 7, 1918. 
Includes Calgary Branch and Alberta Division. 
Plan and sketch of proposed ice palace and maze for 
Banff Winter Carnival, January 31, 1918. 

49.2 

47 

46.1 
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Engineering Institute of Canada (formerly Canadian 
Society of Civil Engineers): 
Meetings, membership. 
June 25 - December 28, 1918. 
Includes Calgary Branch. 
Change of name effective June 25, 1918. 

Engineering Institute of Canada: 
Minutes, notices, legislation. 
January 4 - December 30, 1919. 

Engineering Institute of Canada: 
Minutes, notices. 
January 2, 1920 - June 27, 1923. 
Includes Calgary Branch. 

Canadian Society of Civil Engineers: 
Meetings, publicity, legislation. 
March 7, 1918 - April, 1924. 
Includes engineers on PUB, 
W. Muir Edwards on J. Cote appointment, 
October, 1918. 
By-laws and members' list 1922, 1924. 

Engineering Institute of Canada: 
Meetings, membership. 
February 4, 1924 - April, 1929. 
William Pearce resigned 1927, made life member. 
Recommendation for membership for Augustus Griffen, 
Brooks, and Harry Ingraham, Calgary. 

Ranchmen's Club, Calgary: 
Annual reports, correspondence. 
April 25, 1891 - January 16, 1904; 
July 2, 1914; July 8, 1919. 
Obtaining maps, photographs and magazines for Club. 
Data on railway grade for member. 

Rideau Club 
Correspondence, 
membership status, accounts. 
May 16, 1916 - March 6, 1918. 

Newspapers and Magazines 

Newspaper and magazine subscriptions: 
Correspondence and notices. 
June 13, 1904 - June 24, 1919. 
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Miscellaneous - publications 
August 2, 1907 - May 3, 1924. 
Correspondence. 
Promotional literature, requests for various publications. 

Newspaper subscriptions: 
Correspondence, renewals. 
June 1, 1920 - November 28, 1928. 

United States Geological Survey: 
Requests for papers and reports. 
January 4, 1908 - April 8, 1924. 

Personal - Financial and Legal Affairs 

Marriage settlement: 
William Pearce, Henry William 
and Margaret Adolphine Meyer: 
correspondence. 
September 19, 1881 - December 

Christian Meyer 
Indenture, accounts, 

11, 1897. 

Wills of William Pearce and Mrs. M.A. (Gretchen) Pearce: 
Correspondence and drafts. 
May 27, 1889 - January 17, 1890. 

Wills of William and Margaret A. Pearce: 
November 11, 1909; July 26, 1923. 
Describes and divides personal property and 
Bow Bend Shack. 

City of Calgary Vote certificates: 
William, Margaret A., Frances, Adolphina Pearce. 
June 2, 1922; June 9, 1925. 

Libel suit against Brandon Sun: 
Depositions, correspondence, settlement. 
August 25, 1884 - November 13, 1885. 
Clifford Sifton, attorney for defense. 
Includes Telegram in code. 

Ross versus CPR re: Bridge 112 near Keewatin. 
December 6, 1887 - November 19, 1898. 
William Pearce's testimony about water power site 
near Rat Portage, once owned by William Pearce, 
W. Hespeler and Col. John Walker. 
[J.A.M. Aikens]. 
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March 30, 1912 - November 7, 1913. 
Statements of account with legal firm Muir, 
Jephson and Adams. 

Accident insurance: 
Policies, correspondence. 
October 16, 1886 - May 17, 1903. 
Includes William Pearce's accident in survey car, 1908. 

25 

740.1 

653 

Fire insurance policies on personal (real) property. 655 
April 16, 1889 - April 16, 1904. 
Policy certificates. 

Accident.,. Insurance: 656 
London Guarantee and Accident Company: 
Policy, receipts, claim forms, correspondence. 
May 17, 1904 - February 16, 1921. 
[C.S. Lott; J. Jephson; Wells, Potter, Fish & Ustick Inc.] 

Insurance on home: 654.2 
Policies, statements. 
April 3, 1907 - April 16, 1916. 
J.A. MacPhee agency for Canadian Fire Insurance Co. 
Prairie fire clause. 

Income tax returns. 
March 4, 1918 - April 6, 1925. 
Correspondence and forms. 

Miscellaneous small accounts: Correspondence. 
November 6, 1907 - September 11, 1925. 

Imperial Bank accounts. 
December, 1910 - December 17, 1923. 
Statements of account (Trust #2). 

Payments for telegrams and publications: 
Invoices. 
August 16, 1917 - December 5, 1925. 
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An ardent promoter of business and industrial development in 
western Canada, and especially in the city of Calgary, Pearce 
invested personally in a number of industrial and financial 
concerns. Included in his business portfolio were mining and oil 
exploration ventures, and manufacturing, insurance, real estate and 
trust companies. As a result of his interest and acknowledged 
technical and administrative expertise, Pearce was frequently 
elevated to the position of director, and occasionally even to the 
post of president, of individual companies. 

Miscellaneous opportunities: Correspondence. 
October 23, 1907 - November 21, 1927. 
Promotional literature for various companies, 
including Yukon Gold Dredging Co.; 
Various stock & mortgage brokers: 
J.H. Walker & Co., Lougheed & Taylor Ltd, 
Canada Bond Corporation, Bank of British North America, 
Big Chief Oil Co. 

653.2 

Mortgages owed to Pearce: Statements of 690 
accounts. 
July 25, 1907 - September 30, 1909. 
Correspondence with solicitors (Muir, Jephson). 

Mortgages owed to Pearce: 691 
Accounts, transactions through solicitors (Muir, Jephson). 
October, 1909 - June 7, 1916. 

Margaret A. Pearce (Gretchen): 
Investments from trust fund of marriage settlement. 
October 27, 1909 - December 31, 1915. 
[J.T.L. Meyer, J.P.J. Jephson]. 

Stone, Thomas: 
Cold Storage shipment of pork - Business proposal. 
September 23, 1896 - April 27, 1897. 
[R.A. Ruttan, A.M. Nanton]. 

Walsh, L. 
Orangeville, Ontario. 
March 16, 1885 - January 9, 1888. 
Repayment of loan to father (deceased), Aquila Walsh. 
Pine Portage Mine shares. 
[D. Tisdale]. 

745 

621 

630 
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December 9, 1898 - January 4, 1899. 
On debt to Mr. Pearce. 
[Campbell Sweeney]. 

Wilson, John H. 
April 23, 1912 - July 9, 1921. 
Loan from Mrs. Pearce. 

Alberta Advertising Syndicate Ltd. 
April 1, 1908 - April 8, 1909. 
Shareholders' information. 
Big 4 Automatic Bulletin Boards. 

Alberta Advertising Syndicate Ltd. 
May 10, 1909 - September 18, 1912. 
Shareholders' information. 
Sale of agency rights to Big 4 Automatic Bulletin Board. 
Collapse of company; 
Pearce's efforts to obtain financial redress. 

Alberta Biscuit Co. Ltd. 
June 27, 1906 - September 4, 1914. 
William Pearce was a stockholder. 
Includes H. Smith Biscuit Co., Regal Biscuit Co. Ltd. 
Correspondence, notices to stockholders, financial 
statements. 
Smith and Royal liquidated. 

Alberta Flour Mills. 
November 4, 1913 - December 24, 1920. 
Land option granted by Pearce to company. 
Details of incorporation, organization, financing 
of the company. 

Alberta Flour Mills. 
January 4, 1921 - June 21, 1922. 
Directors' information. 
Financial standing of Company. 
Arrangements for further financing. 

Alberta Flour Mills 
April 10, 1923 - November 22, 1926. 
Financing of Co. 
Information re: terminal elevators. 
Takeover of company by Spillers Overseas Interests. 
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Alberta Home Builders Ltd. 710 
August 6, 1912 - May 30, 1922. 
Board of Directors' information, reports, transactions. 

Alberta Home Builders Ltd. 
June 1, 1922 - June 30, 1922. 
Board of Directors' reports, information, transactions. 
Map removed to map chest. 

Alberta Home Builders Ltd. 
July 4, 1922 - December 9, 1922. 
Board of Directors' reports, information, transactions. 

Alberta Home Builders Ltd. 
March 14, 1923 - March 17, 1928. 
Board of Directors' reports, information, transactions. 
Liquidation of company after 1924. 

Alberta Metal Culvert Co. 
April 15, 1909 - August 6, 1925. 
Shareholders' information, reports. 
Pearce's financial claim against the company. 

Alberta Show Case Works. 
January 3, 1909 - December 10, 1912. 
Share purchases; 
Shareholders' information. 
Liquidation of company. 

711 

711.1 

712 

713 

715 

Artikameg Mining Co. 714 
July 1, 1875 - April 4, 1888. 
Shares, patent. 
Patent dated July 1, 1875 is located in the map chest. 

Big Bend Mica Mines Ltd./Big Bend Mining Co.; 
Correspondence. 
March 9, 1908 - December 23, 1921. 
[J.F. Moodie, Rosedale Coal & Clay Products Ltd.]. 

Big 4 Manufacturing Co. 
December 15 - 18, 1908. 
Inviting William Pearce to invest in Big 4 
Automatic Bulletin Board; declined. 

Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co.: 
Acquisition of site, protest over assessment. 
October 20, 1910 - December 30, 1918. 
Blue-print filed in map chest. 
Includes Edmonton brochure - 1910. 

411 
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Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co.: 
Assignment of Company to Pearce's Ltd. 
May 26, 1923 - September 15, 1924. 
Includes copy of transfer to Port Moody lands, 
other investments. 
[S.K. Pearce]. 

Calgary Grain Exchange Co. 
February 7, 1910 - July 5, 1922. 
Shareholders' information; 
membership fees. 

Calgary Natural Gas Co. Ltd. 
September 6, 1905 - December 1, 1908. 
Directors' information, reports, transactions. 
Progress of operations. 
Drilling on Sarcee Reserve. 

Calgary Natural Gas Co. Ltd. 
January 28 - December 17, 1909. 
Medicine Hat gas field. 
Comparison of gas, coal as energy sources 
Joint Power Commission. 
Federal petroleum regulations. 
Directors' information, reports, transactions. 
[A.E. Cross; A.W. Dingman; Jas. Lougheed; I.K. Kerr; 
F.F. Higgs]. 
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Calgary Natural Gas Co. Ltd. 729 
January 18, 1910 - November 27, 1911. 
Directors' information, reports, transactions. 
Company operations, finances. 
Natural gas rates in Calgary. 
Canadian Western Natural Gas Light Heat and Power Co. -
negotiations leading to takeover of Calgary Natural Gas Co. 

Calgary Natural Gas Co. Ltd. 
April 13, 1912 - April 5, 1918. 
Liquidation of Calgary Natural Gas Co. 
Transfer of stock to Can. Western Natural Gas, 
Light, Heat, and Power Co. Ltd. 

730 

Calgary Petroleum Products Company. 717.1 
July 25, 1912 - October 27, 1913. 
Pearce was a shareholder and director. 
Progress of Dingman well. 
Other shareholders: Jas. Lougheed, A.E. Cross, R.B. Bennett. 

Calgary Petroleum Products Co. 
November 4 - December 24, 1913. 
Well drilling progress. 

717.2 
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Calgary Petroleum Products Co. 
January 7 May 30, 1914. 
Progress of Dingman well. 

Calgary Petroleum Products Co. 
June 4 - 30, 1914. 
Drilling operations, prospects. 
Management of the Company. 

30 
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Calgary Petroleum Products Co. 719.2 
July 2 - December 8, 1914. 
Directors' information, reports. 
Reorganization of company as Calgary Petroleum Products Ltd. 

Calgary Petroleum Products Co. 
January 2 - December 29, 1915. 
Wind-up of CPP Co. Ltd. - establishment of CPP Ltd. 
Ownership of mineral, surface rights on land leased 
by the company. 
Arrangements for further financing. 
Progress of the wells. 
Comments on military activities in Europe. 

Calgary Petroleum Products Ltd. 
January 3, 1916 - December 8, 1917. 
Progress of operations. 
Efforts to obtain further financing. 
Arrangements for construction of gasoline 
extraction plant. 
Gasoline wastage at Foremost well. 

Calgary Petroleum Products Ltd. 
February 21, 1918 - December 31, 1919. 
Progress of operations (drilling and construction 
of adsorption plant). 
Directors' information, reports, transactions. 

721 

722 

723 

Calgary Petroleum Products Ltd. 724 
January 1 - April 27, 1920. 
Progress of the wells. 
Directors' information, reports. 
Gas conservation at company well. 
Negotiations with Imperial Oil Co., British interests. 
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Calgary Petroleum Products Ltd. 725 
May 11, 1920 - January 16, 1923. 
Takeover of the adsorption plant by newly 
organized Calgary Petrol Co. 
Negotiations with Imperial Oil Co. re: 
capitalization of the CPP. 
Takeover of the CPP by the Royalite Oil Co. 
(Subsidiary of Imperial Oil Co.) 
Real estate market in Calgary; 
Western Agencies and Development Co.; 
Red Cross. 

Calgary Silicate Pressed Brick Co. 1023 
February 12. 1909 - July 31, 1912. 
Berg system of pressed-lime bricks -
Silicate Brick Company of Ottawa - promotional brochure. 
Organization, progress of Calgary Silicate Pressed 
Brick Company Ltd. 
(William Pearce was a shareholder and after 1913, 
President of the Company). 
[J.T.L. Meyer; Gordon Corbould; Jacob Smith;A. Berg]. 

Calgary Silicate Pressed Brick Co. 1024 
January 3, 1913 - October 13, 1925. 
Investigation of heating costs, systems. 
Progress of company; failing business, eventual shutdown, 
liquidation proceedings. 
Tregillus Brick Co. 
Shareholders' meeting - minutes. 
[G. Silvester; William. Breckenridge; T. Martin; 
R.B. Bennett; Trust & Guarantee Co.; Taylor Moffat & Co.]. 

31 

Canadian Fire Insurance Co.: 654.1 
Notices of shareholders' meetings, dividends on shares, 
annual reports. 
May 6, 1909 - December 31, 1927. 
C.S. Riley, President. 

Canadian Western Natural Gas, Light, Heat 
and Power Co. Ltd. 
December 15, 1913 - December 24, 1920. 
Shareholders' information, reports, 
dividends. 

Canadian Western Natural Gas, Light, Heat 
and Power Co. Ltd. 
January 26, 1921 - February 15, 1929. 
Shareholders' information, reports, 
dividends. 

732 
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Coutts Sweet Grass Oils Limited: 
Notices to shareholders. 
August 2, 1922 - January 21, 1926. 
Liquidated, 1925. 
William Pearce shareholder. 
Includes Bond, Prospectus. 

Dundee Mining Co. 
December 2, 1897 - March 24, 1905. 
Shares in wife's name. 

Fowler and Wheeler Ltd. 
(subsequently Wheelers Ltd.) 
March 13, 1913 - August 10, 1916. 
Share purchases. 
Shareholders' information. 
Liquidation proceedings. 

Great West Permanent Loan and Savings Co. 
December 10, 1908 - December 28, 1916. 
Share purchases, dividends. 
Shareholders'information, reports. 

Great West Permanent Loan Co. 
January 4, 1917 - April 5, 1919. 
Shareholders' information, reports. 
Feud among company directors. 

Great West Permanent Loan Co. 
[February], 1920 - [February], 1924. 
Shareholders' information, reports. 
State of company finances (1923 - 24). 

Pearce Oil Syndicate: Leases. 
November 19, 1913 - December 8, 1916. 
Copies-of agreements, correspondence on lease 953. 
[James Lougheed, S.K. Pearce, H.E.E. Phair, 
James McCaig]. 

~ 

143 

685 

734 

736 

737 

738 

145 

Pearce's Limited. 688 
December 27, 1912 - January 14, 1929. 
Accounts, transactions (loans, mortgages, collections). 

Pearce's Ltd. 689 
December 17, 1919 - March 16. 1921. 
Disposition of Hall Block, Medicine Hat. 

32 
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Promotional literature, correspondence. 
February 9, 1910 - November 14, 1918. 
Investment in company. 
Includes shareholders' lawsuit, 1918. 

Poulson Telegraphone: 
Correspondence relating to shareholders' suit, 
promotional literature. 
January 25, 1919 - June 3, 1925. 

Poulson Telegraphone: 
Correspondence, reports on shareholders' lawsuit, 
promotional literature. 
April 30, 1925 - December 24, 1928. 
Resolution of lawsuit. 

Rat Portage, Manitoba - Pine Portage Mine: 
Reports from S.S. Fowler, Calgary, Chicago. 
December 6, 1890. 

Royal Canadian Securities Company Limited. 
September 8, 1910 - May 29, 1928. 
Securities held by William and Margaret A. Pearce. 
[Seabury Pearce]. 
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741 

742 

743 

289 

747 

Royalite Oil Company. 748.1 
April 18, 1921 - December 31, 1922. 
William Pearce was a director and shareholder. 
Includes blue-print showing geological structure of field. 
[A.E. Cross; Imperial Oil Co.]. 

Royalite Oil Company. 748.2 
February 13 - December 20, 1923. 
Includes blue-print of holdings, 1924. 
[T. Draper, A.W. Dingman, A.E. Cross, 
Calgary Petroleum Products Ltd.]. 

Royalite Oil Company. 749 
February 5, 1924 - June 19, 1926. 
Includes blue-print of Calgary field. 
[A.E. Cross, R.B. Bennett]. 

Royalite Oil Co. 750 
May 6 - November 13, 1925. 
Refining, marketing prospects for Royalite products. 
Agreement between Royalite and Canadian Western Gas, Light, 
Heat and Power Co. to form transportation subsidiary 
to transport gas to Calgary and vicinity. 
Natural gas supply, rate in Calgary 
Blue-print filed in Map chest. 
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Royalite Oil Co. 751 
January 9, 1926 - November 26 1926i 
Government regulations to promote oil and gas 
conservation. 
Disposition of shares. 
Allotment of drilling rights on provincial allowances. 
Dalhousie Oil Co. 
Directors' information, meetings. 

Royalite Oil Co. 
January 3, 1927 - October 17, 1928. 
Personal conflicts within the Royalite Co. 
(T. Draper versus R.B Bennett; Shaw versus Bennett). 
Directors' information. 
Statistics re: output of Royalite well, 
connection between output, temperature. 
Progress of various Royalite wells. 

752 

Security Trust Co. Ltd. 753 
[February], 1913 - March 24, 1927. 
Share purchases, dividends. 
Shareholders' information, reports, promotional material. 
Company by-laws. 

Southern Loan and Savings Co. 
January 1, 1908 - January 20, 1925. 
Annual reports, shareholders information, 
dividends. 

754 

Spillers' Canadian Milling Co. 755 
October 13, 1924 - November 20, 1928. 
Directors' information, reports (financial, operational). 
Liquidation of Alberta Flour Mills Ltd. 

Standard Soap Company Ltd. 
April 11, 1908 - January 30, 1909. 
Share purchase. 
Shareholders' information. 
Transfer of assets to Royal Crown Soaps Ltd. 

756 

Standard Soap Co. 757 
June 12, 1912 - October 23, 1919. 
Winding up of the company. 
Financial settlements reached with shareholders. 

Trusts and Guarantee Co. Ltd. 758 
December 14, 1906 - January 19, 1929. 
Pearce was a member of the local Advisory 
Board to the Alberta branch of the company, 1906 - 29. 
Shareholders' information, reports. 
March-May, 1918 - Pearce served briefly on the 
Board of Directors. 
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Western Agencies and Development Co. Ltd. 
March 15, 1910 - August 6, 1917. 
Share purchases, dividends. 
Shareholders, directors' information, reports. 
1912-17 - Pearce was a director of the company. 
1917 - reorganization of the company. 

759 

Western Agencies and Development Co. Ltd. 760 
[March], 1918 - August 21, 1922. 
Shareholders, directors' information, reports. 
Liquidation of old company; organization of new company. 
Takeover of management of Alberta Home Builders Co. Ltd. 

Western Agencies and Development Co., Ltd. 761 
August 3, 1922 - February 27, 1926. 
Directors' information, reports, transactions. 
Reports of committee to inquire into assets, 
condition of company. 
Correspondence re: specific loans. 
Proposed involvement in Columbia Valley 
Irrigated Fruit Lands Ltd. 
Liquidation of the company. 

Western Mortgage Co. 735 
August 22, 1907 - June 7, 1913. 
Share purchases, accounts. 
Investigation of company activities. 
Pearce's claim against the company. 

Western Printing and Lithographing Co. Ltd. 739 
October 19, 1906 - October 10, 1924. 
Shareholders' information, reports. 
History of the company (from January, 1908 -
April, 1909). 
Purchase of the Herald Co. in 1908. 
Name changes: originally, the Hammond Lithographing Co. 
Ltd; after August, 1908, the Western Printing and 
Lithographing Co. Ltd.; after December 1, 1908, the Herald­
Western Co.; after April 1, 1915, the Western Printing 
and Lithographing Co. Ltd. 

Willow Creek Oils, Ltd. 152 
September 30, 1914 - May 15, 1916; 
February 14 - July 22, 1920. 
William Pearce, shareholder. 
[Western Agencies & Development Co., 
Thorburn Allan, Charles S. McKenzie]. 
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Real Property= Bow Bend Shack 

36 

From the time of his arrival in Calgary in 1883, William Pearce 
was impressed by what he perceived to be the prospects for 
residential and industrial development of that centre. With the aim 
of capitalizing upon Calgary's future success, he invested in a 
parcel of land, then outside the town boundary on the southeast. 
Once having moved his household to Calgary in 1887, he proceeded to 
build a magnificent two storey home on his land. Dubbed "Bow Bend 
Shack" at a housewarming party, the house and its surrounding 
property came to be known as one of the scenic spots of Calgary in 
succeeding years. Inside Bow Bend Shack were the latest in modern 
conveniences, including indoor plumbing and, at an early date, 
natural gas heating. At a considerable personal expense, Pearce also 
undertook a program of beautification of the grounds around his 
house. On that part of the land retained for agricultural purposes, 
he operated the first irrigation experimental farm in Alberta. 

As the City of Calgary grew, Pearce succeeded in subdividing and 
selling a number of lots on his property. Among the primary 
obstacles to further development and sale of his land, however, was a 
danger of flooding. On a number of occasions, substantial portions 
of the Pearce property were submerged by water as the Bo~ River 
overflowed its banks. Flood prevention was thus an impdrtant concern 
of Pearce for many years. 

In 1907, Pearce's lands were annexed by the City of Calgary, on 
terms which he strongly opposed. For a number of succeeding years, 
Pearce engaged in lengthy and complex legal disputes with the City, 
primarily relating to the assessment of his property for civic 
taxation. Having failed repeatedly to obtain satisfaction from civic 
authorities regarding his tax claims, Pearce eventually took his case 
to the Supreme Court of Canada. He also launched a personal 
investigation into what he saw as the evils of the contemporary 
single tax concept of civic taxation. 

Outside of his personal land holdings in Calgary, Pearce was 
also a joint owner of another parcel of land in Calgary. As well, he 
held a number of plots of land, individually, in Port Moody, British 
Columbia and in Manitoba. 

Bow Bend Shack: 
General. 
June 26, 1907 - October 29, 1921. 
Instructions to employees; orders for coal, etc.; 
repairs and claims, renovations. 

Household accounts: 
Bills, correspondence. 
May 1, 1886; April 1, 1887 - June 18, 1889. 
Includes architect's estimate for house. 

55.3 

55.1 



Accession Number 74-169 

Household accounts: 
Miscellaneous. 
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March 21, 1895; September 2-12, 1902; 
August 1, 1918 - May 5, 1926. 

Utilities. 
February 15, 1912 - June 29, 1928. 
Records, accounts with Canadian Western Natural Gas, 
Light, Heat and Power Co. 
Problems with meter, thermostat, gas leak. 

Coal orders. 
February 2, 1905 - July 23, 1910. 
To C.S. Lott, Bankhead Mines. 

Equipment for Bow Bend Shack: 
General. 
April 15, 20, 1908. 

Shuart, B. F. ,.
11 

Inventor & manufacturer of Sh~art Improved Earth 
Grader, Oberlin, Ohio. 
December 11, 1896 - December 7, 1897. 
William Pearce's purchase of grader, 
useful in irrigation work. 

Gate left open: 
Letters to protest action. 
November 12 - December 26, 1902. 

Personal= Bow Bend Shack Farm - Agriculture 

Personal: Farm -
General. 
September 28, 1907 - February 7, 1924. 
Fertilizers, stock. 
Requests for advice, information. 

Riddock, Charles and [Thomas]. 
January 18 - February 20, 1904; March 1, 1913 -
May 30, [ 1914]. 
Brothers applying to William Pearce for work on 

Scott, (Mr. Justice) [D.] L. 

~

( 
(M - . 

ranc • 

October 18, 1902 - July 14, 1903; June 17-19, 1918. 
Sale of stable to William Pearce. 

Beef cattle (steers): 
Purchase of stock and feed. 
September 21, 1898 - November 23, 1903. 
[Oscar Moorhouse, J.T.L. Meyer]. 
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Choice of brand for William Pearce's cattle: 
Application, correspondence. 
June 26 - July 30, 1900; September 1, 1915. 
[Oscar Moorhouse]. 

38 

579 

Manure for garden: 60 
Correspondence. 
January 3, 1903; November 14, 1918. 
Includes blue-print of plan of grounds at Bow Bend Shack. 

Personal - Bow Bend Shack - Trees & Plantings 

Trees: 
Experimental planting, Bow Bend Property. 
December 28, 1894 - December 17, 1896. 
Alfalfa. 
Irrigation for tree growing, grass seed. 
Correspondence with Experimental Farms & agriculture 
professors. 

Trees: 
Trees for experimental planting at Bow Bend. 
March 6, 1897 - February 17, 1904. 
Advice to Calgary Parks. 

Reader, William R., Calgary Parks Superintendent: 
Correspondence advice on trees killed, damaged. 
May 26, 1921 - April 25, 1925. 

Trees for Bow Bend Shack Property. 
May 14, 1923 - August 27, 1928. 
Includes recommendations for Parks Departments in 
southern cities to begin nurseries. 

Personal: Real Property - Other 

Real Property: 
General. 
November 29, 1907 - ~ ~, 1~. 

214.1 

214.2 

77 

18.2 

68.2 

Walker, Major James. 629 
March 29, 1887 January 8, 1902. 
[R.A. Ruttan of Osler, Hammond & Nanton; A. Nanton]. 
Calgary Irrigation Co. on Pearce-Walker land purchases. 
Purchases of lumber from Bow River Mills. 
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Jephson, J.P. J., 

The William Pearce Papers 
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Muir & Jephson, Advocates, Calgary. 
April 26, 1895 - January 13, 1902; 
April 6-7, 1920. 
Calgary - appointments to bench. 
Half Breed scrip (Buttlin), 1901. 
John Ware, 1901. 
Mrs. Pearce's property, 1902. 

39 

557.1 

Osler, Hammond & Nanton: 251 
Selection of lands by William Pearce: 
Correspondence concerning agreement. 
March 16 - August 5, 1903. 
[W.A. Thompson, Moose Jaw - Saskatchewan Land Company]. 

Harry Pearce: 
Negotiations for purchase of land and planting 
trees near Brooks. 
August 11, 1920 - May 21, 1923. 
Correspondence re: trees, seeds, irrigation of land. 
Maps filed in mapchest. 

North British Canadian Investment Co. Ltd. 
April 18, 1887 - May 19, 1893. 
Correspondence. 
[A. Bain (Agent for N.B.C.I.C. Ltd.). 
Deed of sale - Pearce property. 
Pearce's valuation of property for Company. 

Ross, J.H. (Hon.). 
Commissioner of Public Works, Regina. 
September 14, 1898 - May 2, 1899; February 3, 1904. 
Map (2 copies - linen and blue print). 
Proposed exchange of land for road allowance on 
Mrs. Pearce's property. 
City nuisance ground on same section. 
[J.S. Dennis]. 

Port Moody Property 

Port Moody Property. 
March 25, 1882 - September 7, 1886. 
1882 - Documents, correspondence re: conveyance of 
Wl/2 N. part of lot 377, Group 1, New Westminster 
district, to Pearce. 
1883-86 - Assessment notices, receipt for above 
property. 

250 
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Port Moody Property. 
January 6, 1887 - December 9, 1904. 
Disposition of timber; taxes. 
Pearce's proposed irrigation company; irrigation 
legislation. 
[Corbould]. 

Port Moody Property. 
June 5, 1905 - February 26, 1912. 
Assessment. 
Offers for purchase of same. 
Timber theft. 
Foreshore rights. 
Potential for development of Port Moody. 

Port Moody Property. 
May 29, 1912 - December 24, 1913. 
Offers for purchase/attempted sale of holdings. 
Western Canada Power Co. tramline. 
Sale of timber. 

Port Moody Property. 
June 3, 1914 - September 24, 1919. 
Taxation; municipal improvements 
in Port Moody; single tax - Pearce's views; sale of 
timber on property. 

Port Moody Property. 
May 17, 1923 - March 28, 1924. 
History of Port Moody development, and Pearce's 
investment there. 
Potential for development of harbour docks, grain 
shipping facilities. 
Vancouver Harbour Commission. 
Foreshore rights. 
Statistics on grain ships docking in Vancouver, 1923-24 
(including tonnage). 

Port Moody Property. 
April 1 - December 17, 1924. 
Grain shipment, elevator facilities. 
C.D. Howe's Report. 
Fraser River versus Burrard Inlet as harbour site. 
History of Port Moody as a port. 
New Westminster elevator (Fraser River). 
Second Narrows bridge and dam. 

Port Moody Property. 
January 7, 1925 - May 20, 1926. 
Second Narrows dam; tides; assessment; 
proposed Union Oil Co. development near Port Moody. 
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Bow Bend Property 

Bow Bend. 
August 22, 1887. 

The William Pearce Papers 
1869 - 1930 

Certificate of ownership of South 1/2 13-24-1W5. 

Certificate of Ownership of SW 1/4 13-24-1 W5: 
William Pearce and Calgary & Edmonton Railway 
Company. 
April 1, 1888 - March 30, 1893. 

Bow Bend - Railways: 
Right-of-way and station grounds to C & E Railway, 
East of Elbow. 
June 7 - August 9, 1890. 
Agreement/covenant for property of William Pearce, 
Wesley F. Orr, Mary Schreiber, John Stewart, 
George Irvine, James Walker - for construction 
of station, subdivision into lots and right-of-way. 

Bow Bend: River protection. 
December 16, 1905 - October 15, 1924. 
1905/06 - Construction of wing dam on Bow River in 
Bow Bend for river protection. 
claim against city for the cost of same. 
1924 - Condition of CPR flood protection works affecting 
Pearce's property. 

Bow Bend. 
February 21, 1906 - October 4, 1906. 
Arrangements for sale of lots. 

Bow Bend. 
June 1, 1907 - December 9, 1909. 
Arrangements for sale of lots. 

Bow Bend. 
July 5 - 30, 1909. 
Location of rail sidings to industrial plots. 
Pearce's efforts to enlist CPR support in forcing 
adoption of a particular line of trackage through 
Bow Bend. 

Bow Bend. 
January 20, 1910 - December 10, 1912. 
Arrangements for disposition, sale of lots. 
November 16, 1910 - suggestion for Coney Island type 
of development on Bow Bend property. 
March 22, 1912 - parks potential of Bow Bend. 
1912 - arbitration of dispute between CPR and Pearce 
over foreshore and riparian rights. 
Controversy between Pearce, GTP re: laying down & 
operation of switches along Harry St. 
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June 28 - July 18, 1910. 
Protest against civic plans to erect an oil warehouse 
on Bow Bend property. 

42 

665.1 

GTP crossing - Pearce property. 849 
April 12, 1912 - August 15, 1918. 
Legal proceedings undertaken by Pearce to force changes 
to GTP plans re: crossings, street closures, connections 
and switches on/near William Pearce's property. Two folded 
blueprints included. 
GTP Spur line on Harry Street. 
Frances St. crossing of CPR - liability of Pearce to 
purchasers for street crossing. 
Beattie-Walker-Pearce - City of Calgary and CPR legal dispute. 

Bow Bend. 
January 6, 1913 - May 19, 1915. 
Arrangements for sales/transfers of lots. 
1915 - agreement between Pearce, C & E Railway on 
proposed subway. 

Bow Bend. 
June 28, 1916 - June 25, 1928. 
Land leased to the City of Calgary for use by the 
Boy Scouts. 
1927 - use of property by 'undesirable' transients. 

Elm River, Manitoba 

Land in Elm River municipality, Manitoba: 
Title, taxes and sale. 
November 29, 1887 - March 2, 1899. 
NW 1/4 and N 1/2 of SW 1/4 13-8-5 WPM. 

Rat River, Manitoba 

Rat River Lots 
November 18, 1888 - November 14, 1904. 
Sale of lots. 
Correspondence with Hon. William Hespeler (German 
Consul, Winnipeg.) 

~ 
Manitoh,az Manitoba 

Land at Manitou, Manitoba, with Jacob Smith: 
Purchase, sale. 
March 22, 1889 - December 15, 1897; July 3, 1901. 
SE 1/4 and E 40 ac. of the SW 1/4 - 20-3-8-Wl. 

666 
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Purchase of land sold in cemetery site exchange agreement: 346.2 
Correspondence. 
July 22, 1889 - February 9, 1893. 
Sub D. 13 11-24-1-W5. 
Cemetery 18-24-l-W5. 
Property sold to Calgary Malting and Brewing Co. 
Quit claim deed filed in map chest. 

Calgary Cemetery lots: 
Correspondence. 
May 28, 1892 - March 16, 1926. 
Union Cemetery. 
Includes planting of spruce trees on plots. 

Calgary 

Real property: 
Sale of lots, including land for Burns abbatoir: 
Correspondence. 
April 24, 1899 - September 16, 1902. 
SW 1/4 11-24-1-W5. 
[Pat Burns, W. Hull, Lougheed and Bennett]. 

Personal= Real Property - Mrs. Pearce 

Hamilton, George. 
January 10, 1894 - October 31, 1898. 
Sale of land to Mrs. Pearce. 
Includes quit claim deed. 
[CPR Land Commissioner, Winnipeg]. 

Mortgage on Calgary Property by Mrs. M.A. Pearce: 
Correspondence, mortgage, certificate of title. 
March 20, 1895 - June 22, 1901. 
Mortgage issued by A.M. Nanton (Osler Hammond & 
Nanton); agent C.S. Lott. 

Mrs. Pearce: Real property investment. 
November 25, 1895 - July 4, 1898. 

Mrs. Pearce. 
September 22, 1899 - December 23, 1902. 
Description, prices of properties offered for sale 
by Mrs. Pearce, William Pearce and by William Pearce 
and wife together. 
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Personal= Real Property: Syndicate (land held jointly Ju. 
Pearce/Walkerlorr (later Beattie)) 

Syndicate. 
May 29, 1890 - May 23, 1913. 

joint ownership of land; 
rental 

Memo of agreement re: 
arrangements for sale, 
of portions of jointly held land (including transfer 
of land to CPR). 
1903 - agreement between City 
market, stock yards property. 

& John S. Hall re: stock 

680 

Syndicate. 924 
June 23, 1905 - April 29, 1908. 
Description, sale of parcel of NE 1/4 11-24-1-5. 
D.L.S. Rules, Regulations & Program of Examination, 1906. 
Instructions to purchasers of other lots. 

Syndicate: Alberta Portland Cement Co. 682 
February 14 - July 11, 1906; February, 1917. 
Sale of Syndicate property to Alberta Portland Cement Co. 

Syndicate (Pearce/Walker/Beattie). 681 
April 9, 1906; March 28, 1912 - .:Oue her "s:J, ~ • .J ('2,lll~. 
Negotiations re: laying of city streets; CPR and 
CNR railway tracks; street railway; overhead bridge. 
Disposition of various easements on 
property sold by the Syndicate. 

Syndicate: Proposed stockyard. 
May 4, 1912 - July 14, 1914. 
Negotiations pursuant to sale of Syndicate property 
to City for stockyards development. 
Negotiations for release of easement held by 
Canada Cement Co. 

684 

44 

Syndicate: Stockyards. 684.1 
May 11, 1916 - November 25, 1921. 
Efforts to sell property in SEll-24-1 WS for 
stockyards purposes. 
Suggested changes in location of street railway. 
Proposed exchange of easements with Cement Co. 

Syndicate. 
May 10, 1927 - May 12, 1927. 
Tax Sale of portion of Walker/Pearce/Orr land 
previously given over to Calgary Brewing and Malting 
Co. & Western Canadian Flour Mills Co. 

679 
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Personal~ Property Assessment 

Assessment. 
n.d. 
Descriptions of blue-prints (blue-prints filed in map 
chest) - land description, use, extent of residential 
occupation of certain areas of Calgary. 

Assessment. 
n.d. 
Land description - part of SW 1/4 13-24-1 WS. 
Assessment appeal (12479, 12480) - area, surface levels, 
depth of filling. 
Summary of Exhibit B (filed in map chest). 

45 

918.1 

914 

Assessment. 670 
April 12, 1906 - December 28, 1912. 
Assessment appeals - evidence, arguments; 
involves sewer taxes, police protection; river protection. 
[Muir, Jephson, Adams (legal firm)]. 

Assessment. 
January 4, 1908 - April 26, 1917. 
Syndicate property: notices, calculations, payments of 
taxes assessed to syndicate. 
Consideration of joint protest against assessment, 1917. 
[Col. James Walker; W.J.S. Walker]. 

Assessment. 
March 16, 1912; October 23 - 25, 1913. 
Copy of address by Prof. Adam Shortt re: 
single tax in Western Canada, March 16, 1912. 
Copy of paper, "Taxes and Assessments" by 
Lawson Purdy, Chairman of N.Y. City Board of 
Taxes and Assessments, October, 1913. 

Assessment. 
January 3 - November 19, 1913. 
[James Muir; P. Turner Bone; Hon. A. MacLean; 
J.L. Cote; M.S. McCarthy]. 
William Pearce's evidence, arguments in 1913 taxation 
appeal. 
Proceedings of Court of Revision in Pearce's case. 
Preparation of appeal to District Court judge. 
Settlement of financial accounts in connection with 
case. 
Attempted settlement of tax dispute through legislature. 
Appeal argument involves considerations of landfill, 
sewerage, railway rights of way. 

680.1 

939.1 

671.1 
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January 6 - May 15, 1914. 
[J.M. Miller (City Clerk); W.P. Taylor (lawyer)]. 
Special legislative committee to investigate taxation 
of agricultural land within Calgary. 
Proposition to city to sell portion of property. 
Appeal against assessment on 13-24-1-WS, S. of 
Bow River, unsubdivided. 

Assessment. 
July 4, 1914 - March 22, 1915. 
[Chas Stewart; W.P. Taylor; City Clerk.] 
Assessment appeals - arguments, evidence. 
Contains blueprints (filed in map chest). 
Riparian rights; river protection. 
Hon. Chas Stewart (Minister of Public Works) re: 
committee to investigate Calgary's 
taxation of agriculture land in city limits. 
Copy of evidence from Pearce's assessment appeal. 
Description of areas added to Calgary since 1907. 

672 

673 

Assessment. 935 
[1915]. 
Correspondence, memos. 
Memo: explaining William Pearce's property purchases; 
efforts to sell specific parcels; arguments against city 
assessment. 
Information re: Winnipeg Board of Valuation and Revision. 
Costs of filling property. 
Request for information re: municipal taxation elsewhere. 

Assessment. 
March 
Memo: 
Memo: 
River 

8 - April 7, 1915. 
seeking separate assessments of 4 parcels of 
detailing own experience in land valuation. 

protection - civic action on William Pearce's 

Assessment appeal. 

land. 

request. 

Valuation of William Pearce's property; peculiarities 
in assessment. 

Assessment: Affidavit of S.K. Pearce re: appeal of 
assessment decision of Judge Carpenter (District 
Court, Calgary). 
October 1, 1915. 
Flooding of Pearce property in June, 1915. 
Includes blueprints, photos of flooded area. 

926 

913 

46 
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October 12 - December 31, 1915. 
Appeal to Supreme Court against assessment of personal 
property, 1915 - includes copy of judgement. 
Valuation of vacant property - Calgary. 
[F.H. Chrysler; W.P. Taylor]. 

Assessment. 
January 6 - November 28, 1916. 
Protest against 1916 assessment on Bow Bend property 
and on behalf of Bow Bend Sand and Gravel Co. 
Valuation of non-productive property. 
Proceedings of Court of Revision, 1916. 
Labor conditions in Calgary. 
History of Calgary annexation of Pearce property; 
William Pearce's use of property. 
Instructions to Seabury, lawyer re: tax appeal. 
[W.P. Taylor; R.B. Bennett; S.K. Pearce]. 

47 
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676.2 

Assessment. 677.1 
January 19 - March 31, 1917. 
William Pearce's assessment appeal (3 parcels of own 
property; 2 parcels of Bow Bend Sand and Gravel Co.); 
evidence, arguments; proceedings, decision of 
Court of Revision. 
Requests for data re: single tax towns; Calgary sewer and 
water connections. 
[G.U. Riley; J. Miller; W.P. Taylor; G.W. Craig]. 

Assessment. 
April 3 - 23, 1917. 
William Pearce's assessment appeal case: evidence, 
arguments; Court of Revision ruling. 
[W.P. Taylor]. 

Assessment. 
April 3, 1917 - April 16, 1918. 
Bow Bend Sand and Gravel Co. - proposed evidence 
in case before Public Utilities Commission; 
Includes history of William Pearce's land 
acquisitions, assessment appeals. 
Statistics re: Calgary's population (density, location). 

677.2 

934.1 
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1869 - 1930 

May 1 - August 25, 1917. 
William Pearce's assessment appeal case - data re: 
land demand, use, values, demographic features of 
Calgary; argument for assessment reduction 
on personal and Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co. properties 
(exhibits in map chest). 
Court decision on Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co. appeal. 
Copy of judgement in Grierson versus Edmonton assessment 
appeal case. 
Settlement of account with legal firm. 
[Taylor, Moffat & Co. (legal firm)]. 

Assessment. 
September 4 - December 28, 1917. 
Calgary civic indebtedness. 
William Pearce's tax appeal (1917). 

Assessment. 
January 3 - May 15, 1918. 
Committee to form Association of Property Owners. 
Calgary taxation re: assessment board appeals. 
Prince Albert municipal finances, taxation. 
Copy of Bill No. 24, 1918 - An Act to Amend the 
Public Utilities Act. 
William Pearce's 1918 assessment - appeal arguments 
(residential and Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co. properties). 
Resume of William Pearce's experience in land valuation. 
[D.S. Moffat]. 

Assessment. 
June 12, 1918. 
Pearce assessment appeal - evidence of City Engineer, 
G.W. Craig. 

48 
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Assessment. 938 
June 19 - October 11, 1918. 
[D.S. Moffat]. 
Pearce assessment appeal - evidence, judge's decision. 
Suggested petition to Board of Public Utilities on 
behalf of Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co. re: assessment on 
parcels 12479 and 12480. 
Extracts of evidence by city assessor from 1915 
assessment appeal. 

Assessment. 909 
December 30, 1918 - January 17, 1919. 
Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co. - application to Public 
Utilities Commission for reassessment and taxation 
of property 
William Pearce's arguments; includes extracts from 
Appeal Book (Pearce versus Calgary case, 1915). 
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Assessment. 911 
January 8, 1919; April 1 - May 1, 1920. 
Data re: extent of unsold lots in Calgary, 1919. 
William Pearce's arguments against taxation rates on land 
annexed by Calgary, 1907. 
Transcript of hearing of Public Utilities Commission re: 
Pearce appeal (January, 1919). 
William Pearce's corrections of evidence. 
[Jas. McCaig; Hon. Judge Winter]. 

Assessment. 674 
April 7, 1919 - March 26, 1920. 
[Jas. McCaig; Hugh John Macdonald]. 
William Pearce's arguments to Court of Revision in 
appeal of 1920 taxes for Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co.; 
decision of Court of Revision. 
Settlement of account with Taylor, Moffat & Co. legal firm. 
William Pearce's further appeal to District Court of Bow 
Bend Sand & Gravel Co. assessment. 

Assessment. 
June 1 - December 31, 1920. 
Negotiations with City on taxes of land proposed for 
sale by William Pearce. 
Judgment of Public Utilities Commission relating to 
William Pearce's tax appeal case; William Pearce's 
comments on judgement. 
[S.K. Pearce; D.S. Moffat]. 

Assessment. 
January 5 - March 8, 1921. 
William Pearce's arguments in case of Bow Bend Sand & 
Gravel Co. & Stockyards properties, before Public 
Utilities Commission. 
Photographs submitted as evidence in tax appeal case. 
[D.S. Moffat (lawyer); Jas McCaig (lawyer); 
W.S. Walker (son of Jas Walker, joint property owner]. 

Assessment. 
May 3, 1921 - September 28, 1922. 
Bow Bend Sand & Gravel Co. - application to Public 
Utilities Commission for tax relief. 
Appeal to Court of Revision re: 1922 assessment (Bow 
Bend Sand & Gravel Co.); arguments, evidence; history 
of case; 
Settlement of account with legal firm. 
Judgments of Utilities Board in tax arrears cases of 
Jackson Bros., Mrs. F.D. Walker, Mrs. H. Riley, H.H. Honens, 
William Pearce. 
Appeal of sewer assessment. 
[W.S. Walker; Taylor, Moffat & Co. legal firm]. 

912 
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October 6, 1922 - April 16, 1926. 
Utilities Board judgments in specific tax cases. 
Urban Assessment Appeals Act (1925); William Pearce's 
comments on draft copy. 
Proposed compromise of tax arrears on Bow Bend Sand & 
Gravel Co. property. 
Transcript of Pearce appeal to Public Utilities. 
Commission, January, 1919. 
Sewer tax appeal. 
Se~tlement of accounts with legal firm. 
[S)W. Walker; Taylor, Moffat & Co. legal firm; 
Mafgaret Beattie (joint owner of Bow Bend Sand 
& Gravel Co. property)]. 

Personal: Taxation, Assessment, Single Tax 

Single tax: 
Correspondence, extracts from speeches, publications. 
July 31, 1913 - January 5, 1915. 
[Charles Magrath, Bolton Magrath, James Mavor, F.C. Wade]. 

Municipal taxation and single tax. 
October 20, 1914 - January 24, 1915. 
Data collected from municipalities and school boards. 

"The Absurdity and Injustice of Single Tax": 
Assessment and taxation of Western Municipalities. 
January 6 - February 26, 1915. 
Distribution of "The Absurdity and Injustice of Single 
Tax"; pamphlet. 
"The Case Against the Single Tax," by E.T. Allen. 
[C.A. Magrath]. 

Single tax system: 
Correspondence. 
February 27, 1915 - October 14, 1916. 
Distribution of Pearce's pamphlet, correspondence. 
[Adam Shortt]. 

Assessment: 
Circular letter on municipal taxation in Cambridge, 
Mass. 
June 4 - July 5, 1918. 
Extract from report of National Tax Association, sent 
to cities, associations and individuals. 

Single tax: 
Assessment and taxation of Western municipalities. 
December 18, 1918 - February 23, 1923. 
Correspondence. 
[E.T. Allen]. 
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National Tax Association: 
Membership. 
July 1, 1914 - May 12, 1921. 

"Appraisals and Rate Making," by Cecil F. Elmes; 
Printed text of address to Illinois Gas Association, 
Chicago. 
March 20, 1919. 
Commodities and public utilities. 

Personal Correspondence 

51 

21.3 

380 

Throughout his career, William Pearce amassed a large volume of 
personal correspondence, covering a wide range of topics. The 
letters in this series reveal a number of insights into Pearce's 
views on specific social, economic and political issues and into his 
personal philosophy of life. 

Correspondence: 
A - Z, General. 
December 16, 1909 - February 11, 1926. 
Arranged chronologically. 
Includes A Macdonald: Buffalo at Fort 
F. Calhoun - William Pearce's views re: 
research bureau, 1920. 

Allison, H.A.: 
Correspondence. 

Smith, 1925; 
national 

February 5, 1913; June 16 - July 28, 1924. 

Anderson, George T. 
Consulting civil engineer: 
Correspondence. 
January 9 - September 6, 1902. 
Includes water power for Calgary - Kananaskis dam; 
elm trees for Eastern Slopes; irrigation; 
"St. Mary's Fool Scheme." 

Archibald, Heber: 
Correspondence. 
December 10, 1902 - March 17, 1913. 
Pearce's claims against Matt Hunter in land transaction. 
Firm of Archibald, McRay & Sharpe, Winnipeg. 

500.1 

501.2 
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Consulting Engineer, Moncton, New Brunswick. 
December 20, 1894 - March 15, 1912. 
Letterhead: Office of Chief Engineer, 
Intercolonial railway of Canada. 
William Pearce's superannuation, retirement from 
government services; Crowsnest Pass branch. 
Railways, irrigation. 
William Pearce's world trip (China) - National Geographic 
Society. 
1911 elections (Sifton, Fielding, Bob Rogers). 

Bone, P. Turner: 
Correspondence. 
October 12, 1894 - May 30, 1902. 
Personal farm matters and Calgary Irrigation Co. 

Bone, P. Turner: 
Correspondence. 
June 5, 1907 - January 26, 1920. 
Calgary Irrigation Co., sons, in war, and employment. 

Brett, R.G., Lieutenant Governor of Alberta. 
May 18, 1925. 
Congratulations on appointment. 
Position as Doctor for Crowsnest River branch 
for Dr. H.G. Mackid, William Pearce's brother-in-law. 

Bruce, R. Randolph, Lieutenant Governor of 
British Columbia. 
February 3, 1915 - February 26, 1926. 
News of sons in service; funeral of wife, Lady Elizabeth. 

""'(~,(J /A,/'.C JY '0lG / (i,;J O %.) i 
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Burgess, A.M.: 510 
Personal correspondence. 
January 16, 1888 - February26, 1898. 
1888-89, Mountain Park matters; Cochrane Ranche Co. 
1892 - Calgary Irrigation Co., irrigation in general. 
1896 - Possibility of Pearce being removed from position. 
1898 - Death reported by Fitzroy Dixon. 
[Jacob Smith, Clifford Sifton]. 

Burgess, Thomas A. (Tom): 512 
Correspondence. 
May 25, 1899 - November 3, 1915. 
Son of A.M. Burgess. 
Introduction to stockmen of Southern Alberta. 
Instructions and names for trip through ranching country. 
Character sketches. 
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Royalite Oil Co. - Turner Valley. 
Associated with Billy in Colombia. 
Pearce's health. 

Burns, Pat: 
Correspondence. 
July 23, 1919; July 8, 1924. 
See also real property affairs. 

Burns, Pat. 
June 8 - October 28, 1920. 
Mine and Grain Belt construction and Development Co. Ltd. 

Calder, James A., Minister of Immigration and 
Colonization, Ottawa: 
February 28 - September 12, 1918. 
Memorandum by William Pearce on lands granted to 
railways in west. 

Campbell, Isaac, 
Hough & Campbell, Winnipeg. 
December 28, 1920 - November 5, 1923. 
On articles, books read. 
[McIntosh apple, Chester Martin]. 
See also Historical series. 

Cauchon, Nolan (Jr.). 
Son of Nolan Cauchon, D.L.S., later Lieutanant 
Governor of Manitoba. 
November 12 - 21, 1891. 
Letters of introduction by Lynch and William Pearce. 
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Cauchon, Nolan: 518 
Correspondence. 
December 19, 1907 - December 14, 1918. 
Railway commission. 
Mackenzie & Mann and Canadian Northern Railway, GTP. 
Parks in Calgary, 1912. 
[J.C. Gwillam, James W. Davidson, G.W. Lemon, F.C.C. Lynch]. 

Cauchon, Nolan: 855 
September 6, 1917 - December 14, 1918. 
Soldier Settlement Board. 
Irrigation and dairying - Ontario and West. 
Settlements - hamlets, immigrants. 
Family news. 
War news. 
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Cauchon, Nolan: 519 
Correspondence. 
November 21, 1919 - March 10, 1927. 
Views on coal; oil; irrigation (1920); Namaka 
Farm (1921); parks (1923). 
William Pearce's historical narrative (1927). 

Clayton, Frank. 524 
Department of the Interior. 
March 1, 1895; July 3, 1901 - March 18, 1912. 
Died October, 1903; correspondence continued with 
wife and son Gerald. 
Tom Kains (1901-1902). 
William Pearce's superannuation (1902-1903). 
Doukhobors (1902). 

II 
Rainboth's survey (1901-02) (See also: "Surveys guide) 
Department "gossip." 
Advice to British immigrant farmers. 

Coleman, D. G.: 521 
Personal Vice President and General Manager of 
Western Lines, CPR, Winnipeg. 
November 20, 1914 - August 7, 1928. 
Sympathy letter on wife's death, 1920. 
Press clipping on Alberta Legislature report 
on ED & BC Railway, requested by Coleman. 

Constantine, C., 
Superintendent N.W.M.P., 
Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta. 
November 28, 1887 - March 25, 1902. 
Banff, Fort Saskatchewan. 
[Fred K. White on Constantine, 1887; A.M. Burgess]. 

523 

54 

Coyne, James H., 525.2 
Elgin Co., Ontario. 
September 10, 1907 - November 16, 1910; 
December 30, 1920; December 22, 1925. 
Includes railway construction at Field; 
Big Bend Mica Co. 

Dennis, John Stoughton, Jr. 
June 17, 1914 - August 30, 1915; 
March 24 - April 5, 1921; 
June 26, 1925 - October 12, 1928. 
Includes correspondence from employees on wedding gift 
for Dennis; his acknowledgement and thanks. 
Western Agencies & Development Co. (Columbia 
Valley Irrigated Fruit Lands Ltd.) 
For other correspondence see Railways - C.P.R. series. 

527.2 
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Dixon, F. Fitzroy, 533 
Dominion Lands Commission, Department of the Interior. 
December 21, 1894 - January 31, 1903; May 25, 1912 -
January 3, 1913. 
[W. Whyte on centralized grain elevators]. 
See also Burgess, A.M. (file 510); Archibald, P.S. (file 504). 

Draper, Thomas. 
October 23, 1923. 
Acknowledging William Pearce's letter of sympathy. 

Erasmus, Peter: 
Correspondence. 
October 12, 1891 - March 2, 1904. 
Re: v Palliser' s report. 

Ermatinger, C. O., Judge, 
Elgin County, St. Thomas, Ontario. 
July 29 - August 15, 1898. 
Asking William Pearce to investigate probable 
drowning of Fred Moore, son of county jailer. 
Letters to Senator James Reid, N.W. Moore. 

Fitzgerald, J.G. vs Braden of Calgary Tribune: 
Af fi.da vi ts. 
De~mber 7, 1893 - February 9, 1894. 
See also J.D. Dennis, file no. 529. 
Claims Fitzgerald maligned Pearce. 
[P.J. Nolan, Peterson]. 

Fraser, W.P. 
August 20, 1912 - August 23, 1916. 
Assistant to William Pearce ca 1904-14, CPR. 
[McKenzie and Mann; oil industry; single tax]. 

Godsall, F.W. 
May 9, 1894 - April 20, 1908. 
South Fork Ranche, Pincher Creek. 
Cowley Ranche. 
Removal of sheepmen, advice on windmill. 
Visit of Sir James Hector. 
See also Historical series. 

Godwin, Mrs. Anna G. (Mrs. F.). 
March 8, 1901; June 12, 1920 - February 12, 1926. 
Sister of C.A. Magrath. 
Advice on copyright (copy of Act in Publications box). 
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Gordon-Forbes, R. and Marguerite E., 
Bankhead, Alberta. 
July 21, 1914 - October 27, 1916. 
"Regarding position and rise in salary." 

Griffen, F. T. 
Assistant Land Commissioner, CPR, Winnipeg. 
August 23, 1893 - January 16, 1902. 
General business - requesting maps, etc. from friend. 

Gwillam, J. C. 
Queen's School of Mining, Kingston, Ontario. 
December 20, 1902 - September 16, 1925. 
William Pearce's trip to Prince Rupert, 1917. 
Advice on choice of homestead, comments on War, 
coal, oil, minerals, UBC. 
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Hall, John R., 547.2 
Secretary, Department of the Interior. 
May 23, 1888 - January 28, 1902. 
Minister's cypher in telegram. 
Career details for William Pearce's superannuation, 1892. 
Tom Kains' death, 1901; Harry Kinlock, 1893. 
[A.M. Burgess, L.A. Hamilton]. 

Hammond, H. C., 551 
Osler, Hammond & Co. 
February 12 - August 4, 1894. 
Requesting William Pearce to accompany him from 
Banff into Cariboo; C & E Railway land grant and 
irrigation prospects. 

Hardisty, Richard, 552 
Chief Factor, H.B. House, Montreal; later Senator. 
July 25, 1885 - January 11, 1888. 
On Bellrose scrip; land quarrel at Edmonton. 
Edmonton Bulletin - January 29, 1887. 
Election broadside. 

Hespeler, William, 554 
Manitoba Land Co., Winnipeg. 
April 15, 1891 - January 29, 1902; June 28, 
1920 - April 19, 1921. 
Godfather of Harry Pearce, 1894; German Consul, Winnipeg. 
Owned land with William Pearce in Manitoba. 
Loaned name to Charter for Calgary Irrigation Co. 
Alfred E. Hespeler's debts; death of Dr. Lynch 
[William H. Whyte, William Saunders, A.M. Nanton]. 
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Hill, Daisy Hamilton. 
Daughter of Robert Hamilton. 
October 8, 1906 - November 18, 1912. 
Entitlement to half-breed scrip. 
Advice on father's will. 

Hunter, Campbell M. 
July 1 - July 22, 1921. 
Argentine oilfields. 
Dingman well. 

Hyde, G.E., 
Cluny Nurseries Ltd., Cluny, Alberta. 
January 1, 1912 - February 24, 1926. 
Business with Seabury Pearce. 

Inkster, Colin. 
June 2, 1925; October 4, 1927. '.,,,J, 
Greetings; condolences on death of Mrs. Inkste~ 

Johnson, George R., M.D. 
June 27, 1917 - March 13, 1925. 
Pearce's personal doctor. 

Johnston, Walter R., 
New York. 
May 8, 1902 - June 15, 1903. 
Seeking employment. 
Frank Slide. 
[Fred White]. 

Jones, Arthur E. 
Brother of William T. Jones~ 
March 10 - 28, 1898; July 15, 1910. 
Wishes to change jobs; requests advice 
and information. 

Jones, W. R. 
Father of W.T. and Arthur Jones. 
October 12 - 27, 1900. 
Requesting advice on starting agency in Calgary. 

Jones, William Thomas (Billy). 
October 2, 1887 - November 12, 1894. 
Godfather of Billy Pearce. 
School friend, fellow surveyor, 
William Pearce's attempts to find position for Jones. 
[C.A. Magrath, H.H. Smith]. 

)LB. 
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Jones, William Thomas (Billy). 
March 19, 1895 - March 8, 1924. 
Recommendations for position for Jones. 
Tom Kains' death, 1901. 
Includes references for daughter, Emma Jones (1918)LA...tt 
[James H. Ross, Commissioner, YT; Sam Steele, 
Archdeacon Cooper]. 

Kains, Tom. 
March 6, 1888 - February 15, 1902. 
News re: mutual acquaintances, families. 
Kains' dismissal from provincial government job; 
prospects for future employment. 
1901 - Death; sale of instruments. 
[Harry Meyer, J.T.L. Meyer]. 

Keele, Joseph. 
Department of Mines, Geological Survey. 
November 13, 1908 - September 15, 1913. 
Personal and geological matters. 
[Agnes Deans Cameron, Count Vo~Hammerstein, 
Southern Alberta Land & Irrigation Co.]. 

Lacombe, Rev. Pere Albert. 
January 19, 1888 - February 1, 1894. 
Greetings. 

Lott, Charles S. 
Calgary & Edmonton Land Co., Calgary. 
February 14, 1895 - February 9, 1910. 
Personal, business. 
Coal at Cluny. 
Agent for Nanton (Osler, Hammond, & Nanton). 
See also file no. 499. 

Lott, C. S. 
December 14, 1908 - January 11, 1909. 
Lott's illness & recovery (brain hemorrhage). 

Lougheed, James A. 
November 3, 1911 - August 27, 1918. 
Elections, 1911. 
Recommendation for J.G. Rutherford. 
See also Economic & Development Commission. 

Lumsden, H. Bruce. 
April 22, 1912 - September 2, 1925. 
Godson of R.R. Bruce, requesting assistance with 
employment. 
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December 19, 1887 - August 7, 1926. 
Includes curriculum vitae; 
photographs for Historical Narrative. 

Macdonald, Hugh John. 
Minister of the Interior, 1896. 
May 2 - June 26, 1896. 
Congratulations on Election and appointment as 
Minister of the Interior. 

Macdonald, Hugh John, Sir: 
Correspondence. 
December 15, 1914 - June 22, 1925. 
Coal resources. 
Strike in Winnipeg. 
[A. Nanton]. 

Magrath, C. A. 
September 3, 1887 - May 2, 1889. 
Pearce's advice to Railway Co.; Mormon hamlet; 
sales of lands to Mormons. 
[John R. Hall]. 

Magrath, C. A. 
January 3, 1891 - March 21, 1904. 
School lands, Mormon settlers; Irrigation. 
[P.M. Barker]. 

Magrath, Charles A., M.P. 
October 28, 1908 - January 21, 1929. 
Development of Northern Alberta and NWT, 1912. 
E. Deville's salary, 1914. 
Water matters, wireless. 
1910 - reference to M.S. McCarthy letter on North 
Saskatchewan River navigation. 
Biographies of Magrath, J. Smith, N. Cauchon. 

Maulson, George J., 
Winnipeg. 
March 18, 1902 - July 30, 1903. 
Introductions to William Pearce. 
Placement of Norman Masterson as engineer. 
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Mavor, James, Professor, University of Toronto, 
Department of Political Economy. 
August 13, 1896; June 21, 1904 - August 16, 1924. 
"Responsible for the immigration of the 
Doukhobors to Canada." 
Irrigation; telephones, 
agriculture production statistics; 
takeover of railways by Canadian Government. 
Maps in map chest. 
[H. Rider Haggard, A. Blue]. 

McKilligan, John B. 
July 22, 1912 - February 28, 1916. 
1912 - Monorail system - merits of development proposal. 
1916 - single tax; Economic & Development Commission. 

Mead, Elwood, 
Wyoming State Engineer: 
Correspondence. 
March 7, 1896 - July 23, 1898. 
Canadian & U.S. legislation - grazing, forest fires, 
irrigation, water rights. 

Meighen, Arthur. 
March 22, 1919 - November 6, 1925. 
State of Department of Interior; charges against 
William Pearce. 
Congratulations on election. 

Nanton, Sir Augustus. 
October 19, 1891 - April 6, 1918; May 18, 1925 -
January 28, 1926. 
Business letters in file no. 582. 
Condolences to Lady Nanton, 1925. 
Includes Pearce's irrigation and meat packing companies. 
Biography of Nanton, 1924. 
[W. Hespeler]. 

Oliver, Frank 
July 2 - August 7, 1896; September 25 - October 15, 1923. 
Irrigation, approach to Oliver on election to Parliament; 
congratulations on Railway Commission appointment. 
[R.A. Ruttan]. 

Perry, Jessie: 
Land claim. 
July 29 - August 10, 1914. 
Re: 33-26-5 W5. 
Rights assigned to third party. 
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Pollard,~. 67.2 
January 23 - March 1, 1917. 
Sale of Calgary photographs. 
Civic elections - campaign solicitations, results. 
Pearce's views re: franchise, proportional representation, 
civic government by commission. 

Pope, Sir Joseph. 
Undersecretary of State, Ottawa. 
April 2, 1908 - March 9, 1925. 
Publications requested and received. 
Superannuation; Calgary; World trip - passports, etc. 
Comments on biography of J.A. Macdonald. 
[R.A. Ruttan, Stephen Backus, James Mavor, 
M.S. McCarthy]. 

Richardson, Arthur C. 
June 2, 1912 - August 24, 1914. 
Advice re: career, financial prospects in surveying, 
railway work. 
Contains Pearce's views re: employment, investment 
climate in Canada. 

Rothwell, T. G. 
Acting Deputy Minister, Department of the Interior. 
March 1, 1904; March 8, 1915 - August 3, 1920. 
Beatrice Barber, secretary. 
Personal and Departmental news. 
March 1915 - Account of the land claims dispute 
settled by William Pearce in Morley, Alberta 
in 1887. 
1915 - William Pearce's views on Germans, detention 
camps, war. 
Single tax "idiocy'', tax assessment appeal case. 

587.1 

806.3 
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Rutherford, J. G. 595 
Board of Railway Commissioners. 
February 8 - 24, 1902; July 12, 1919 - May 2, 1928. 
Appointment as Chief Veterinary, Dominion of Canada. 
Coal, grain shipments (screenings). 
Statistics on ED & BC Railway. 
From 1923 letters are personal to and from Miss B.M. Bayless, 
Rutherford's secretary, on his illness and death; 
Frank Oliver as successor; Rutherford family. 

Ruttan, Robert Anderson. 
Agent, Dominion Lands, Edmonton. 
January 5, 1891; January 26, 1894 - May 25, 1899; 
Ruttan's bad health and leave of absence. 
Finnish immigration. 
[Clifford Sifton, T.A. Stephen, W. Whyte, J.W. Griffith, 
John R. Hall, Isaac Campbell. J.G. Turriff.]. 

596.1 
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Ruttan, Robert Anderson. 
March 27, 1900 - August 2, 1902; October 29, 1908. 
[C.S. Lott]. 
Superannuation, 1901 - William Pearce & R.A.Ruttan. 
Small pox in Edmonton - quarantine, 1901. 

Ruttan, Robert Anderson 
February 12 1909 - January 14, 1910; August 22, 1912. 
Coal, railways, settlement. 
G.T.P. Railway. 
Condolences on Bob's death, 1912. 

Scarth, W. B. 
August 7, 1888; January 13, 1894 - August 21, 1895. 
Introduction of Professor Harrington (coal). 
Congratulations on appointment as Commissioner of 
Dominion Lands. 

Scott, Judge D. L. 
Edmonton. 
October 18, 1902 - July 14, 1903; June 17 - 19, 1918; 
July 28, 1924. 
Condolences to Dr. Walter Scott, Edmonton, on father's 
death, 1924. 

Sharpe, Thomas A. 
Dominion Experimental Farm, Salmon Arm, B.C. 
June 15, 1909 - July 14, 1913. 
Family news. 
Agricultural matters: personal, community. 
Forestry; tree planting. 
Mawson plan for Calgary, 1913. 
Railways. 

Sharpe, Thomas A. 
Salmon Arm, B.C. 
January 11, 1914 - July 6, 1917. 
Agricultural matters, Economic & Development Commission. 
Progress of war, news of sons in Army, world politics. 
Canadian and B.C. politics. 
Immigrant labour (especially Asians). 

Sharpe, Thomas A. 
August 10, 1917 - May 23, 1924. 
Agricultural matters, including irrigation. 
Family news. 
Politics, including international. 
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Sharpe, Thomas A. 605 
Salmon Arm, B.C. 
July 4, 1924 - March 12 1929. 
[George Sharpe (son), surveyor for William Pearce, 
1906, 1910]. 
Family news/, agricultural matters, weather forecasting. 
Politics. 
Mackenzie River trip with Governor General, 1925. 
February 23, 1926: Appointment of R. Bruce, 
Lieutenant Governor, B.C.: "Cannot understand nor 
do I think he was entitled to the honour." 

Smith, Sir Donald A., 610 
Lord Strathcona, Lord Glencoe. 
April 27, 1896 - March 18, 1899. 
Congratulations on appointments, honours. 
Includes backing for irrigation scheme, 1898. 

Smith, H. H. (Harry). 612 
Toronto General Trusts Corporation, Winnipeg; 
Commissioner of Dominion Lands. 
November 18, 1887 - March 19, 1928. 
Lac La Biche claims, land scrip, Burgess' illness. 
Calgary Irrigation Co., CPR Irrigation & Land Co. 
Klondike route through Edmonton. 
Coal - Stair mine. 
T. Mayne Daly - memorial fund. 
Condolences to son on death. 
[A.M. Burgess, W. Orde, J.R. Thompson (forest 
ranger), W. Cousins, Medicine Hat]. 

Smith, Jacob 615 
Department of the Interior - Topographical Surveys Branch. 
December 10, 1897 - March 17, 1927. 
See also Department of the Interior/Banff Park/Surveys. 
Otto Klotz' dismissal 
Calgary East oil strike. 
Photographs sent to William Pearce. 

Steele, Samuel B. 616 
May 18, 1888 - March 1, 1904. 
Captain Deane, 1888. 
Frank Slide, 1903. 
"Chinese question," 1903. 
Copies to Billy Jones. 

Steele, Samuel B. 617 
November 26, 1904 - June 20, 1909. 
Agriculture, immigration, politics, family. 
Early letters written from Pretoria. 
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April 25, 1912 - January 14, 1919. 
Investments. 
War, 1914-18. 

Stewart, William Downie 
Mayor, Dunedin, New Zealand. 
December 16, 1912 - February 9, 1914. 
William Pearce's views on Panama Canal, Canadian 
economy, recession. 
Associated Boards of Trade (Western Canada). 
CPR double track through mountains. 
Sir Wilfred Laurier. 

64 
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Van Horne, Sir William C. 
November 3, 1896 - April 7, 1903; August 30 -
October 5, 1915. 
Van Horne's farm. 
Pearce and Department of Interior, 1896. 
Introduction of irrigation investigators. 
Condolences to wife upon Van Horne's death. 

Waagen, Mrs. Mary. 
Vice President, Hon. Secretary, Red Cross. 
January 14, 1925 - July 26, 1928. 
Red Cross Society matters. 
William Pearce's views on national parks protection 
and water storage. 

Watson, George. 
July 27 - December 28, 1893; March 12, 1902 -
February 2, 1904. 
1893: questions on interpretation of Homestead Act. 
1902-04: Personal. 

White, Fred. 
Comptroller, N.W.M.P. 
December 1, 1891 - May 9, 1902; January 3, 1918 -
May 27, 1919. 
5 p. on development in Calgary. 

65 

626 

815.1 

632 

633 

Wilson, Mrs. H. C. & Miss Violet H. 642 
February 5 - October 17, 1928. 
Job recommendation for Miss Wilson. 
Correspondence re: ticket for Mrs. Wilson & personal. 

Introductions 

Miscellaneous. 
February 3, 1909 - October 19, 1928. 
C.S. Lott to Ballentyne, Hawaii. 

Lord Aberdeen: 
Correspondence. 
October 10, 1890 - October 7, 1892. 
Introductions of young immigrants by Lord Aberdeen to 
William Pearce. 
[William Scarth, G.A. Jamieson]. 

499 

500.2 
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August 2 - September 21, 1899. 
Introducing W.W. Digby. 

1869 - 1930 

~.C. officials, Lethbridge, Anthracite. 

Smith, John and Hedley. 
June 5-6, 1896. 
Letters of introduction to William Pearce by 
government officials. 

Personal - Recommendations & Congratulations 

Fraser, W.P. 
December 4-26, 1914. 
Single tax. 
War - predicted duration. 
Dominion Trust Company failure. 

66 

588 

613 

807 

Goudie, Walter D.: 543.2 
Correspondence. 
January 7, 1909 - June 22, 1912. 
Land surveyor and draughtsman for CPR irrigation projects. 

Hart, J. 
September 11 - 16, 1913. 

Jones, Emma 
May 7 - 8, 1918. 
Daughter of W.T. Jones. 

Lott, H.S. 
March 30 - April 9, 1926. 
Placement of son, Norman. 

MacKintosh, C. H., 
Lieutenant Governor of North West Territories. 
October 14, 1893 - February 22, 1895. 
Congratulations on appointment. 

Miles, E.L.: Recommendation from William Pearce to 
Civil Service Commission. 
July 17 - 24, 1918. 
[W.J. Roche]. 

O'Connor, Harold. 
August 21 - 29, 1914. 
Current business problems, unemployment. 

498.2 

558.5 

560.2 

567 

498B 
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Smith, Mrs. Garry and daughter 
(CPR Hotels). 
April 29, 1913 - July 25, 1918. 

Symes, J. A. 
January 10 - February 13, 1921. 
[James A. Lougheed]. 

Thompson, D. T. 
April 27, 1889 - February 21, 1890. 
Requests for recommendations from former survey crewman. 

Congratulations on appointments. 
October 21 - 27, 1915},JSeptember 23, 1921. 
L.C. Charlesworth, Alberta Department of Public Works. 
John Stocks, Alberta Utilities Commission. 

"¾I 

Department of the Interior 

67 

998. 2. 

623 

624 

212 5 

Pearce's tenure with the Department of the Interior spanned the 
period from the early 1870's, when he worked as a Provincial Land 
Surveyor in Ontario, to 1904, when he left the department to join the 
CPR. After having served as Dominion Land Surveyor in Manitoba and 
the northwest in the mid to late 1870's, he was appointed Inspector 
of Dominion Land Agencies in 1882, and then Superintendent of Mines 
in 1884. In this latter capacity, he became the senior official of 
the Department of the Interior in western Canada. His 
responsibilities included the formulation of regulations for the 
administration of public lands and the supervision of timber and 
mineral development. In the absence of anticipated developments in 
mining in the west, Pearce was assigned a number of other specific 
tasks, including the settlement of land claims and railway grants, 
throughout the west. In 1901, he was appointed Chief Inspector of 
Surveys. 

The files in this series pertain mostly to Pearce's 
correspondence with other officials in the Department of the 
Interior. For further information dealing with Pearce's career with 
the Department of the Interior, the researcher is advised to consult 
the published guides to the Letterbooks, Irrigation, Surveys and 
Settlement series of the Pearce Papers. 

In his career with the CPR after 1904, Pearce had frequent cause 
to renew his contact with the Department of the Interior, for 
instance to obtain information and reports. A number of files in 
this series relate to this later period of correspondence with 
Department of the Interior officials. 
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February 9, 1893 - November 5, 1915. 
Includes metric system, land applications. 

General. 
April 2, 1908 - June 25, 1928. 
Requests for reports, information. 

Requests for maps and other publications. 
May 2, 1905 - October 10, 1910. 
Pointing out errors or inaccuracies. 
Includes promotional pamphlet "The New North West" 
by R.E. Young. 
[James White, F.C.C. Lynch, Jacob Smith; Flying 
Shot Lake]. 

Requests for maps and other publications. 
March 3 - November 26, 1912. 
Includes requests to other agencies in connection 
with Department maps; requests for irrigation 
data. 
[F.C.C. Lynch, Jacob Smith, Lyndwode Pereira]. 

Requests for maps and other publications. 
January 3, 1913 - December 24, 1914. 
[F.C.C. Lynch]. 

Requests for maps and other publications. 
January 2, 1915 - November 20, 1918. 
Elevator, cereal and homestead maps; 
Innacuracies noted in Southern Alberta map and 
other data. 
[F.C.C. Lynch]. 

Requests for maps and other publications. 
March 29, 1919 - March 4, 1929. 
Includes note on rental of Red River lands for 
one barleycorn (1925); suspicions that Soviet 
enquirer was propaganda agent. 
[F.C.C. Lynch]. 
Indexes of maps filed in Publications box. 

Department of Mines & Geological Survey. 
December 10, 1902 - October 3, 1917. 
Maps - corrections, requests for publications. 
John Macoun on north and agriculture, 1917. 
See also J. Keele file no. 646.1 
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Government Land Agents: "1 
Policy concerning furnishing information on 
irrigation or railway works to developers 
and land surveyors: 
Correspondence, memoranda. 
May 10, 1886 - April 23, 1896. 

Dominion Lands Commission: 
Memorandum from William Pe-arce on 
selection of employees. 
January 5, 1891. 
[H.H. Smith, R.A. Ruttan, Frank Turnock, McQuilkin]. 

U.S. Department of the Interior: 
Research News Bulletin. 
December 11, 1928 - June 21, 1929. 

69 

488 

574.3 

636.3 

Department of the Interior: 961.2 
Canmore Townsite. 
June 17, 1887 - March 17, 1891. 
Proposed subdivision plans: objections, response and changes. 
Disposition of townsite lots - proposal for 
public auction, prices suggested. 
Request to CPR for location of proposed switches in Canmore. 
Request for reservation of lots (Canadian Northwest 
Coal and Lumber Syndicate; Thomas E.H. Cochrane). 
Two maps filed in map chest. 

Canmore townsite and coal lands between 
the Gap and Banff. 
May 9 - December 3, 1891. 
Sale of town lots by Department of the Interior. 
Location of CPR spur line right-of-way from Canmore 
station grounds to Canada Northwest Coal & Lumber 
Syndicate Ltd. 
William Pearce surveying subdivision. 

Canmore townsite: 
January 12, 1892 - January 7, 1893. 
CPR switch location, spur line. 
Marketing of town plots - request for immediate 
government action; squatters' lots; failure of 
public sale; price list. 
Auction poster & 2 townsite plans filed in map chest. 

Canmore townsite: 
March 5, 1895 - November 4, 1896. 
CPR spur track from Canmore to McNeill coal mines. 
List of lots disposed of in Canmore townsite. 
Squatters - removal from CPR land. 

963 

962.2 

962.3 
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Maps of mining properties and spur lines. 
February 26, 1914 - March 9, 1915. 
Includes Canada Cement Plant at Exshaw. 
Bow River diversion at Duthil. 
[Jacob Smith]. 

Barker, P.M., 
Inspector of Registry Offices. 
July 17, 1888 - June 8, 1891. 
Lethbridge lands. 
[A.M. Burgess, C.A. Magrath]. 

Daly, T. Mayne, 
Minister of the Interior. 
March 20, 1889 - May 13, 1896. 
Recommendations for government appointments. 
Irrigation Act, 1893. 
Calgary Irrigation Co. 
Greetings on retirement, appointment. 
[J.B. Smith, Fitzgerald & Lucas (Mayor of 
Calgary, land agents), H.H. Smith]. 

Dennis, John Stoughton (Sr.). 
Department of the Interior. 
May 11, 1881; March 4 - April 6, 1922. 
Includes William Pearce's application for position, 1881. 
1922 - Letter defending Dennis' reputation 
vis-a-vis Riel Rebellion. 

Dennis, John Stoughton (Jr.) 
December 18, 1894 - December 7, 1903. 
Department of the Interior matters: 
Irrigation, grazing leases, solonization companies. 
[H.H. Smith]. 

70 

636.2 

506.1 

611 

528.2 

529 

Deville, Edouard Gaston, 531 
Surveyor General: 
Correspondence. 
March, 1900; November 3, 1915 - December 19, 1918; 
December, 1924. 
Soldier Settlement Board - lands for veterans; 
Alberta - BC boundary surveys; McColl on Manitoba 
surveys needs, North Saskatchewan River diversion scheme. 

Dewdney, Edgar, 
Minister of the Interior: 
Correspondence. 
July 18, 1888 - October 27, 1892. 
H.H. Smith, on arrangements for Minister's trip west. 
Congratulations on appointment. 

532 
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Macdonald, Sir John A.: 
Correspondence on funeral. 
June 6 - July 16, 1891. 
Department of the Interior contribution to funeral. 
[A.M. Burgess, H.H. Smith]. 

Meyer, J. T. L. 
July 8, 1887 - May 13, 1890. 
[A.M. Burgess, H.H. Smith, E.G. Kirby, 
John R. Hall, A.A. Ruttan]. 
William Pearce's correspondence with Department officials 
over Meyer's leave of absence and resignation, 1890. 
No Meyer correspondence except one telegram. 

Newcomb, George F. 
January 20, 1892 - May 21, 1894. 
Dismissal from office, quarrel with 
Gauvreau, 1882 - 1883. 
[A.M. Burgess]. 

71 

565 

574.1 

583 

Rochester, J.E. 875.3 
December 6, 1915 - January 19, 1916. 
Rochester's superannuation; William Pearce's letter 
of reference re: Rochester's performance as his employee. 

Sifton, Clifford, 
Minister of the Interior. 
November 23, 1896 - May 9, 1904. 
Irrigation: address, CPR scheme, 
Coal lands in Crow's Nest Pass. 

Smart, J.A., 
Deputy Minister of the Interior. 
July 3, 1897 - January 13, 1899. 
Closing of Pearce's office. 
Missing meeting in Winnipeg. 

Stephenson, E.F., 
Agent, Dominion lands, Winnipeg. 
September 10, 1895 - November 25, 1908; 
October 28 - August 29, 1910. 
Prairie fires, 1897. 
Thompson and timber inspection, 1897. 
Death of Frank Turnock. 

Stimson, F.S., 
Montreal. 
March 11 - 13, 1899. 
Offering William Pearce a gift on behalf of Alberta 
cattlemen; declined by Pearce as Department employee. 

608.1 

609 

619 

620 



Accession 74-169 

Turiff, J.G., 

The William Pearce Papers 
1869 - 1930 

Commissioner of Dominion Lands. 
July 18 - 22, 1898. 
Congratulations on appointment. 
See also file no. 485. 

72 

625 

Young, M. E., '-J 644.2 
Superintendent df Railway Lands. 
January 22 - February 11, 1910. 
William Pearce's criticism of speech on agricultural lands. 
[Sidney Fisher]. 

Letterbooks 

See published guide. 

Settlement 

See also published guide. 

Mennonites: military service exemption. 
Copy of report to Privy Council. 
Approved August 27, 1877. 

Northwest Trading Company, Winnipeg: 
Memorandum (unsigned). 
May 9, 1885. 
Incorporated July 22, 1875. 
Background of Company and basis for claims to 
land at Fort Qu'Appelle, Shoal Lake, Fairford, 
Salt Point, Cedar Lake; recommendations. 
Land sales & homesteads taken up by this company. 
[Dr. J.C. Schultz, Bown, Robert Gerrie, F.P. Roblin. 
Richard Fuller]. 

Western Canada Colonization Association, 
and Alberta Branch: 
Minutes. 
February 16 - 17, April 2, 1920. 

371 

374 

26. 2' 

CPR lands: 41 
August 15 - 16, 1921. 
Irrigation: water supply to H. Katterhagen's lands, 
Rockyford. ~ 
Farms abandoned or in arrears: Camrose, unnamed district. 

Bolton, Lillie (Mrs. W.W.): 508 
Correspondence. 
March 16 - March 29, 1910. 
Re: Homestead for her son Gerald: advice on purchase. 
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March 4 - September 12, 1918. 
Statistics. 
Disposal of public lands by Department of the Interior, 
and railway lands - effect on settlement. 

Newcomb, George F. 
1892 - 1894. 
Dismissal of Newcomb as Agent. 
[A.M. Burgess, [H.H.] Smith]. 

Wilkie, William. 
1903. 
Advice on purchase of ranch/farm lands. 

{;,, Surveys 

See also published guide. 

William Pearce's admission as B.C. 
Provincial Land Surveyor. 
January 14, 1897 - September 15, 1898. 
Legislation and requirements for candidacy, examination. 
Pearce's advice to subsequent candidates. 

Goudie, W.D., 
Surveyor. 
January 7, 1909 - June 22, 1912. 

Haffner, Henry John, C.E. 
August 29, 1908 - February 10, 1913. 
Articles of indenture under William Pearce, 1908. 
Big Bend-Mica [Creek] area. 
CPR electrification in British Columbia. 

Legge, George S. 
December 7, 1903 - February 18, 1904. 
Description of character;~ayment for loss of 
horse during survey. ' 
[ E. Deville]. 

Vaughan, J. W. 
January 18 - 24, 1896. 
Advisability of opening survey office in 
Birch Hills, Saskatchewan for gold claims. 

Wadsworth, V.B. 
November 5, 1887 - September 6, 1903. 
Survey matters - general. 
Positions wanted on survey. 
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Young, Dr. D. _ . 
644.1 

Superintendent Insane Asylum, Selkirk. 
June 5 - 16, 1900. 
Position for son as apprentice surveyor: 
advice from William Pearce. 

Disaster at Frank, Alberta. 
April 29, 1903 - February 27, 1904 
Instructions from the Department of the Interior to investigate 
the Frank Slide disaster and report on conditions and causes. 

Disaster at Frank, Alberta: Death of Gwilym Williams. 
May 20 - July 8, 1903. 
Inquiries from Williams family and Mr. Pearce's report. 

·Registered Plans. 
August 11, 1910 - February 7, 1913. 
Tracings versus blue-prints in land registry offices: 
copies of correspondence. 
Includes discussion on scales used. 

Stony Indian Reserve: 
of boundaries. 
August 31, 1914. 

Reported extension 

368 

640 

648 

_h,'f'\..~ 1. ~Irrigation 

\ 

See also published guide. 
""-.J . 
Black, W. J. 
October 1, 1919. 
Real estate agents' opposition to irrigation proposals. 
~ 

Card, Charles Ora. 
June ·4, 1889 - July 15, 1895. 
Irrigation. 
Calgary Irrigation Co. 

'-J . 

507 

209 

Carpenter, L. G. 515 
October 13, 1894 - March 5, 1896. 

~Calgary Irrigation Co. 
Alfalfa on irrigated lands. 

Newell, F.H. 584 
-"- William Pearce's request for publications on irrigation. 

~ctober 23, 1894 - June 13, 1898. 



~ 8. Agriculture 

In connection with his efforts to promote efficient resource 
development in westerrl Canada, Pearce devoted much attention to the 
study of agriculture and forestry. Grain, livestock and dairy 
production and marketing on the prairies,:and the development of the 
fruit industry in British Columbia were among the subjects he 
investigated. 

In the field of forestry, Pearce expressed a strong commitment to 
watershed management and reforestation. Much of the correspondence 
and many of the reports in this series relate to the Canadian 
Forestry Association, an organization formed in 1900 to press for the 
establishment ~f forest reserves by Act of Parliament. Peare~ was an 
early and active member of this association. 
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October, 1907 - Novemer 26, 1923. 
Includes fertilizers; 
Calgary Colonization Company bulletin, 1915; 
alfalfa and irrigation; 
advice on Stock raising investment; 
Peace River Country. 

CPR Department of Colonization & Development. 
»Agricultural and Industrial Progress." 
Weekly and monthly bulletins. 
October, 19.19 - July [20], 1920. 

Testimonials for agriculturists. 
January 7 - April 12, 1886. 
[William Saunders, Frank Orde]. 

Saunders, William, Experimental Farm, Agassiz, BC. 
May 10, 1887 - September 21; 1896. 
Arrangements to meet William Pearce, including 
survey of irrigation progress. 

Agriculture= Crops and Soils 

"Manitoba barley." 
April 3, 1888. 
Issued from the Manitoba Department of Agriculture. 
Statistics and Health. 
" ••• the substance of a Report made to the Winnipeg 
Board of Trade and the Winnipeg Grain and Produce 
Exchange, by S.W. Farrell & Co., and adopted by 
both bodies ••• " 
Promoting the growing of barley in ~anitoba. 

[Saskatchewan Wheat grades]: Lists. 
"Evident[l]y goes back to 1898 up to close of 1921." 
"These sheets received from the Department of 
Agriculture, Regina, 25 April, 1924." 
Lists: Shipping point, car number, grade, dockage 
(percentage), remarks. 
179 pp. 

Transportation of grain. 
May 15 , 1916 - September 11 , 1 91 7. 
Requests for, and tables of, statistics on grain 
shipments from western provinces. 

Flax and Linseed. 
November 21, 1919. 
Memorandum to J.S. Dennis on production statistics. 
2 p. 
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Transportation of grain. 
September 27, 1922 - November 4, 1924. 
Data from 1915 - 1923. 
Comparison of east and west grain shipments. 
Superiority of Vancouver over Prince Rupert as port. 

76 

8 

Dockage, screenings. 3.1 
January 28 - June 19, 1924. 
March 6/24 - Graphs: The menace of weeds in spring 
wheat raising in the four states (Minnesota, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Montana); Wheat production in Western 
Canada, 1917 - 1923. 
Loss to marketers from weed seeds in grain; 
promoting cleaning of wheat during harvesting. 

Screenings: Machines for cleaning 'grain. 
November 18, 1924 - January 6, 1925. 
Includes photograph of Rota-grad seed cleaner and 
threshing machines! 

3.2 

Screenings: Statistics on use, shipments from feed mills. 3.3 
January 30 - March 10, 1925. 

Royal Grain Commission. 
February 10 - April 13, 1925. 
Inquiry into the grain trade - newspaper report 
February 10, 1925. 

Sugar beets. 
November 30, 1901 - March 2, 1904; March 15, 1915; 
April 6 - 13, 1916. 
Manufacture of sugar from sugar beets on irrigated tracts. 
[William Saunders, John S. Hall]. 

Fruit growing industry in B.C. 
November 9, 1909 - June 23, 1921. 

Fruit growers and fruit growing industry in B.C. 
February 26 - March 30, 1923. 
Circulating letter based on correspondence with 
T.A. Sharpe, 1923, recommending development of industry. 
See file no. 604. 
[Grote Stirling]. 

Soils - Meteorological reports. 
April 22, 1922 - June 9, 1923. 
Begun as study of "Precipitation of the soil [sic]in 
the Three Prairie Provinces." 
Data for Southern Alberta and Banff. 
[E. Deville]. 

Soils: no deterioration through repeated cropping. 
April 26 - May 3f 1924. 
Sam Livingstone's homestead; Pearce's refutation. 

6 

2 

18.4 
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Agriculture= Livestock, dairy, poultry 

Cattle: Quarantine and customs duties on settlers' and 
ranchers' livestock. 
[November 11], 1886 - March 16, 1896. 
Includes map of quarantine stations. 
Regulations & interpretations. 

Petition from horse breeders of Southern Alberta 
to the Governor General, requesting that the 
British Army purchase horses from Alberta ranchers. 
October 21, 1892. 
Printed copy received in William Pearce's office, 
July 3, 1894. 

"Stock interest of North West Territories.n 
Stock watering reservations: 
Complaint from squatter evicted from designa~ed 
water reserve. 
October 19 - November 17, 1896. 
Pearce's response unsympathetic to squatters, urging 
large stockmen to lobby MPs and MLAs. 
[Fred Burton, Frank Oliver, R.W. Scott, A.B. M·cDonald, 
Glengarry Ranche]. 

Cattle feeders •. 
September 21, 1898 - November 23, 1903. 

J.S. Dennis to William Pearce: 
Choice of suitable area and size for dairy farming 
January 27 - 29, 1904. 
CPR experiment in Irrigation Block. 

Livestock shipments in Alberta on CPR: 
Report and statistics. 
January 8 - February 7, 1910. 
Blue-prints stored in map chest. 
See also file no. 97.2: Economic & Development Commission 
statistics on same subject, 1916. 

Dairy and Poultry products in Prairie Provinces: 
Statistics. 
August 18, 1917 - November 22, 1918. 
Requests for figures. 

Dairying, milk comsumption, output. 
September 18, 1918 - August 13, 1920. 
Includes memo on post-war development of dairy 
and other industries, immigration. 
Requests to U.S. Department of Agriculture, etc. 
for statistics. 
Published pamphlets placed in Publications box. 
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Trees, forestry: General. 
March 20, 1900 - December 23, 1915. 
Experimental plantings. 
Calgary Vacant Lots Garden Club. 

Trees: General Correspondence. 
March 6, 1908 - March 17, 1909; February 9 - 20, 1920. 
Requests to William Pearce for information. 
Lombardy poplars, mass plantings, timber preservation. 

Timber reservations for watershed management: 
Memoranda. 
October 27, 
December 9, 
"Suggesting 

1888 - March 20, 1897; 
1902 - November 9, 1903. 
amendments to timber license 

Prairie and bush fires: 
Memoranda, correspondence. 
September 7, 1894 - August 1, 1898. 
Causes, control: settlersi railroad. 
Choice of coal to reduce sparks. 
[A.M. Burgess, R.A. Ruttan]. 

Forest and prairie fires: burn-offs, 
April 29, 1908; [April, 1909]. 

" 

Letter to Calgary newspapers; C.F.A. Bulletin. 

Canada Forestry Branch: 
Correspondence. 
September 26, 1900 - April 7, 1908; 
March 10 - October 16, 1923. 
Samples of cottonwoods for forestry exhibit; 
timb~r and water storage reservations; 
trees suitable for mass planting. 
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American Forestry Association: 
Correspondence on membership. 
September, 1901 - January 1, 1906. 

Settlers obtaining trees from Indian Reserves: 
Correspondence with Forestry Branch. 
January 23 - March 26, 1902. 
[Howell Harris, Cercle Ranche; William Brown, 
Queenstowen Ranche and Arbuthnot Ranche]. 

Ryan, Bernard, Land Security Chambers, Toronto: 
Request for Pearce's 1892 report on 
Lake Winnepegosis area timber. 
February 28 - March 21, 1903. 

Canadian Forestry Association. 
Organized, 1900. 
William Pearce was territorial Vice President, 
1900-10, Director, 1911-30. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Correspondence. 
March 8, 1900 - February 1, 1906. 
Papers read or published, forestry matters. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Correspondence. 
May 18, 1909 - August 13, 1910. 
Papers read or published. 
"Prairie fires ordinance", 1910. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Correspondence. 
August 13, 1920 - April 17, 1926. 
Includes: "Save the Forest" Week, 1925, 1926; 
William Pearce's speech for the Week, 1925. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Formation, meetings, membership, publications. 
January 8, 1900 - March 13, 1909. 
Organization. 
[Zina Card]. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, membership, publications. 
July 22, 1909 - December 26, 1913. 
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Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, publications. 
January 5, 1914 - December 20, 1916. 
Minutes, programs, publications, publicity. 
Concern for fires. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, publications, publicity. 
January 3 - December 26, 1917. 
Fires; Western Provinces' ownership of 
natural resources. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, publications, publicity. 
January 8, 1918 - December 31, 1919. 
Fires; Western Provincial natural resources; 
annual report, 1917. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, programs, publicity. 
January 7 - December 23, 1920. 
Directors for western Canada. 
Membership. 
Tree planting campaign. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, programs, publicity. 
January 20 - December 2, 1921. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, publications, publicity. 
January 10 - November 28, 1922. 
Ammendment of constitution. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, publicity. 
January 4, 1923 - December 24, 1924. 

Canadian Forestry Association: 
Meetings, publicity. 
January 17, 1925 - February 19, 1929. 
William Pearce's retirement from Directorship, 1928. 
Joint conference with American Forestry Association. 
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Natural Resources - General 

81 

The discovery and industrial development of the natural resources 
of the Canadian west were among the major concerns of William Pearce, 
both as an employee of the Department of the Interior and of the CPR 
and as an individual proponent -0f western economic growth. With 
characteristic determination and thoroughness, Pearce set out to 
research every possible aspect of a number of development schemes of 
western resource exploitation. His strategy was to consult all 
available sources of information prior to drawing personal 
conclusions regarding the viability of specific projects. The result 
of this method of investigation has been a wealth of correspondence 
and statisical data relating to developments in resource exploration 
and management in Canada during the course of Pearce~s ca~er. 

The major thrusts of Pearce's natural resource research were 
coal, oil, and gas. One of the earliest promoters of the search for 
oil in Alberta, Pearce was largely responsible for the commencement 
of successful drilling in the Turner Valley field. In the belief 
that western coal and its by-products could be used more widely and 
effectively than hitherto, Pearce also devoted serious attention, 
particularly in the post-World War I period, to the discovery and 
promotion of new processes of coal treatment. 

Water power, particularly involving the mountain streams of 
Alberta and British Columbia, was another area of major concern for 
Pearce. The possibilities of harnessing the power of these rivers, 
and of simutaneously practising flood control, are addressed in a 
series of correspondence, reports and recommendation~. Other 
resources dealt with in less detail in the series include peat, 
stone, brick and potash. 

A number of files at the conclusion of the series deal with 
specific industrial development schemes investigated by Pearce. 
Included here are the files of the Alberta Industrial Development 
Association, an organization intended to promote provincial trade and 
industry. Pearce was among the first members of this association. 

Order-in-Council reserving mineral rights in 
the North West Territories to the Crown. 
October 31, 1887. 

Winnipeg Immigration Convention, 
February 27 - 28, 1896: Paper prepared by 
William Pearce. 
January 29 - June 10, 1896. 
"The Mineral Fuel Supply of Manitoba and the 
the North West Territories." 
Requests for information, questionnaire for immigrants. 
Map filed in map chest. 
Copy of paper not in file. 
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U.S. Geological Survey Papers & Reports. 
1907 - 1921. 

Miscellaneous. 
March 24 - October 31, 1910. 
Locations of iron ore mines, blast furnaces. 
Northern Fisheries. 

Rights of Provincial Government to Minerals 
on the Road Allowances in the Province of 
Alberta: Memoranda. 
January 30 - June 22, 1914. 
Includes copies of memoranda, 1907 - 1914. 

Minerals in Canada. 
June, 1915 - November, 1916. 
Lists of: coal mines, lime kilns, metal mines and 
smelters, stone quarry operators, sand and 
gravel pits, brick plants and cement mills. 
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2124 

419 

1025 

Research: Memoranda. 431.2 
December 22, 1917, [1918]. 
Recommending central authority to supervise 
research projects (fore~runner of Alberta Research Council). 
Includes natural resources, coal. 

Natural resources: 872.2 
Requests for data on potential development. 
January 7 - June 14, 1920. 
[John A. Allan, G. Ommanney, J.S. Dennis]. 

Summary of mineral resources: 
Memoranda. 
September 27 - October 31, 1923. 
U.S. Statistics, Canadian trade production, consumption. 

Privy Council: 
Order in Council disallowing the Alberta Mineral 
Taxation Act. 
April 29 - May 5, 1924. 

Natural Resources= Coal 

Coal and Coal By-products - General 

401.1 
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August 10, 1909 - May 23, 1925. 
Requests for information, graphs, maps. 
Extension of Alberta coal markets - coal binders. 
High and low temperature carbonization. 
Treatment of lignites. 
Briquetting, de-ashing of coals. 
Coal rates. 
Strip mining in Alberta. 
Output of U.S. Refineries, 1916. 
Imports of American Anthracite, 1919. 
Alberta coal output, 1920. 
Relations between coal heat and power. 
Coking processes. 
Report - Coal Industry of Canada, 1923. 
Analyses of B.C., Alberta coal samples. 
[F.M. Black, Cecile Cote, J.B. Porter, H.J. Smart, 
S.L. Glover]. 

Bond for prospectors. 
July 4, 1894. 
Bond for Prospectors on Coal Lands, where surface 
right has been vested in private individuals. 

CPR versus Calgary Gas Co.: Correspondence, memos. 
December 8, 1918 - March 4, 1920. 
Statistics re: comparative cost volumes of coal and 
gas used at Ogden, Alyth, Calgary. 

CPR: Interdepartmental correspondence. 
June 14, 1917 - February 22, 1923. 
[P.L. Naismith, B.L. Thorns, E.G. White, W.A. James, 
Norman Rankin, Grant Hall, W.H. Winterrowd]. 
William Pearce's advice to develop coal mine in 
Rocky Mountain district. 
Duty of coal on locomotives. 
Coal storage. 
Pulverized coal - moisture content. 
Shipment of Bienfait coal samples to England. 
Substitution of domestic coal for imported anthracite. 
Manufacture of carbon briquettes from wood waste. 

Personal coal orders. 
November 26, 1891 - September 18, 1905. 
Discuss quality of coal, operation of companies -
H.W. McNeil! & Co., Frank Collieries, CPR Collieries, 
Canada Smelting Works. 
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Prices and freight rates. 
November 24, 1904 - January 3, 1910; [1919]. 
Suggested reductions for Bankhead coal. 
Red Deer coal operators - argument for freight 
rate reductions. 
[A. Price; F.W. Peters; William Whyte; A.M. Norton; 
P.L. Naismith; John Halstead]. 

Dominion Bureau of Statistics: Coal output, imports, 
exports. 
February, 1921 - January 12, 1923. 

Non-government publications: 
Requests for copies. 
May 22, 1918 - February 6, 1925. 

2118 

2119 

2120 

Publications received. 2121 
December, 1917 - September 21, 1923. 
Pulverized Coal for Locomotives, Fuller Engineering 
Co., Decemb'er;-1917. 
Annual Report of the Department of Public Works, Alberta 
for 1917, Edmonton, 1918. 
A Plan for Enlarging Transportation Facilities Preventing 
Fuel Famines and Saving~ Billion Dollars a Year. 
Farley G. Clark, March 23, 1918. 
The Production of Coal and Coke in Canada, 1917, John 
McLeish, 1919. 
"Low Temperature Carbonization", F.D. Marshall, 
Gas Journal. 
February and March, 1919. 
"Canada's coal supply", F.W. Gray, March, 1920. 
h Product Coke and Gas Plants. Koppers Co., 1921. 
Reprints from Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering, 
1921, 1922. 

Trip to coal research institutions. 
July 19, 1920. 
Arrangements for travel,\j.tinerary, meetings, report. 
[W.S. Parr, W.S. Blauvelt, Horace Porter, W.W. Taylor, 
D.R. Connor, C. Narramore]. 

Coal & Coal By-products - Government Agencies and 
commissions 

Government departments and agencies: General. 
August 16, 1907 - February 17, 1927. 
Requests for information and reports. 
G.P. Lewis - efforts to obtain oil from lignites. 
Destination of Alberta coals. 
Briquettes - value, production. 

2122 
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Alberta Coal Mining Industry Commission. 
November 3, 1919 - February 14, 1920. 
Invitation to William Pearce to present submission. 
Address to Coal Commission by H.A. Lovett; 
William Pearce's comments on address. 
Commission recommendations, published report. 
William Pearce's comments on report. 
Dominion Coal Co. - extent, quality of operations. 
[Grant Hall, J.S. Dennis]. 

Alberta Coal Commission (Evans Commission). 
November 13, 1924 - October 20, 1925. 
Mandate of commission, Alberta coal industry conditions. 
William Pearce's submission to commission. 
Feasibility of installing gas plants in certain Western 
Canada cities and towns. 
[G.G. Ommaney]. 

Alberta Department of Mines. 
March 31, 1917 - April 16, 1925. 
Requests for information reports. 
William Pearce's suggestions for improvements in Mines 
Branch reports. 
[John T. Stirling, J.L. Cote, J. Richards]. 

Board of Railway Commissioners. 
March 24, 1920 - November 29, 1922. 
Coal traffic, freight rates. 
By-product ovens. 
Possible U.S. embargo on coal exports. 
Lignite experiments at Bienfait. 
Markham process. 
[J.G. Rutherford and S.J. McLean; Arthur Meighen]. 

Dominion Fuel Board. 
October 5, 1922 - November 13, 1923. 
Formation of permanent fuel committee. 
William Pearce's efforts to obtain appointment 
to committee. 
Hydro electric power exports from Canada. 
Imports of anthracite coal from U.S. 
[J.G. Rutherford; J.S. Dennis; A.M. Nanton; 
Charles. Camsell; Charles. Stewart]. 

Great Britain Coal Conservation Committee. 
January 23, 1918; June - July, 1919. 
Final report. 
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Scientific and Industrial Research Council of Alberta. 
April 20, 1921 - November 20, 1925. 
Tar oils - production. 
Carbonization. 
Use of Saskatchewan River as commercial artery. 
International coal products corporation -
carbocoal process - Clinchfield experimental plant. 
Irvington, N.J. - tests of Saskatchewan, Alberta coals. 
Barrugh plant. 
Briquetting investigations in Western Canada 
Bienfait experimental plant. 
[Edgar Stansfield; J.L. Cote; N.C. Pitcher]. 

Senate Committee to Investigate Canadian Fuel Supply. 
March 8, 1923 - October 2, 1923. 
William Pearce's views re: Canadian coal situation. 
Appointment, proceedings, evidence of special committee. 
[Hon. J.S. McLennan, E.W. Beatty, G.G. Ommanney, 
C.A. Magrath, W.H. Blauvelt, W. Bethune Lindsay]. 

U.S. Geological Survey. 
March 6, 1908 - November 14, 1923. 
Requests for information, publications. 

Coal and Coal By-Products= Non-Government Associations. 

Alberta Industrial Development Association. 
February 9, 1920 - August 13, 1921. 
William Pearce's suggestions for coal experiments. 
Combustion tests. 
Proposed colonization associations. 
[H.F. McDonald]. 

Calgary Board of Trade. 
January 30, 1919 - August 19, 1924. 
William Pearce's views re: national research insitute, 
Alberta coal markets, labor conditions in coal industry. 
Treatment of lignites in Southern Saskatchewan. 
[J.H. Hanna]. 

Engineering Institute of Canada. 
March 10, 1920 - May 17, 1923. 
Possibility of selling Alberta coal in Ontario. 
By-product ovens. 
Central research bureau for Canada. 
State of research in Canada, U.S.A. 
[Alfred J. Stevens, C.H. Mitchell]. 
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Institution of Gas Engineers. 
July 12, 1921 - August 24, 1921. 
Carbonization, briquetting of coals. 
Proposal for by-product oven. 
Athabasca tar sands. 
[ W. T. Dunn] • 

University of Alberta. 
June 5, 1920 - June 6, 1922. 
First Annual Report .2.!!. Mineral Resources of 
Alberta, by J.A. Allan. 
Analysis of coals in Southern Alberta, Southeastern 
British C~+umbia, by 
W.S. Blauv~lt, S.W. p)+r. 
Markets for Alberta coals. 
Proposed University of Alberta program of coal tests. 
Tar sands sample from west of Leduc. 
[J.A. Allan; N.C. Pitcher; C.S. Lott]. 

Coal & Coal Byproducts= Individual Correspondents 

1071 

1072 

Cauchon, Nolan. 1077 
August 27, 1919 - March 4, 1920. 
Cauchon's proposal for a by-product oven plant in Ontario. 

Brodie, James, Gas engineer, Imperial Oil Co., 
Nelson, B.C. 
May 30, 1921 - November 3, 1924. 
High and low temperature carbonization. 
Coalite (Low Temperature Carbonization, Ltd.). 
Markham Pipe retort. 
Tar oils. 
"Smokeless fuel" in Scotland. 

,1 ffi', 
{fe, s 

Blauvelt, W.JY. 
Manager, Semet-Solvay Co., Syracuse, New York. 
April 8, 1921 - January 17, 1922. 
Domestic coke briquette production. 
Low temperature versus high temperature carbonization. 
Powdered coal. 
Federal/provincial experimental lignite briquetting 
plant, at Bienfait, Saskatchewan. 

Blauvelt, Warren S. 
May 5, 1920 - February 27, 1923. 
High and low temperature carbonization processes. 
Sulphate ammonia. 
Wood preservatives. 
Pulverized coal. 
Dry-cleaning process. 
[I.F. Laucks (chemist)]. 
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Correspondence on papers, "Central heating plants 
for cities to eliminate smoke pollution." 
December 29, 1922 - March 20, 1923. 

1074 

Coleman, D.C. 1078 
Assistant General Manager, Western Division, CPR. 
June 27, 1918 - August 18, 1924. 
Pulverized fuel - William Pearce's trip to Seattle; 
evaluation of Selkirk, Manitoba plant. 
By-product ovens. 
Burns, Ford Mine coal deposits - railway access. 
Statistics re: production, output of Alberta mines. 
Horace Porter - treatment of Alberta coals. 
Substitution of domestic coke, briquettes for imported coal. 
Markham process. 
Dispute between coal operators, miners and 
railway executives. 
Sir William Jones - views on Trent process 
De-ashing, briquetting, carbonization. 
Abbotsford, B.C. - possible coal deposit. 
Wood preservation plants - feasibility studies, proposals. 
Canadian coal production, imports, exports, consumption. 

Dafoe, J.W. 
December 15 - 18, 1922. 
William Pearce's analysis of coal situation - Canada. 
Domestic coke, briquettes; treatment of lignites; 
proposal for Central Bureau of Investigation; 
evaluation of Scientific and Industrial Research 
Council of Alberta. 

Demarest, Professor D.J., 
Department of Metallurgy, University of Ohio. 
May 16, 1921 - June 1, 1921. 
Carbonization tests of Western Coals. 
University of Ohio commercial vertical retort. 

1079 

1080 

Dennis, J.S. 1081 
October 2, 1907; July 10, 1917 - August 22, 1924. 
Electrical energy from steam; sources of lignite experiments. 
Calgary Board of Trade, 
By-product ovens - processes; proposed plants. 
Dreever process - extraction of gasoline, petroleum 
bitumen from Athabasca tar sands. ~ 
Carbocoal process - International Coal Products' Co. 
Planned trip to coal institutions - 1920. 
Southwestern Alberta coal mines - operating and proposed. 
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Scientific and Industrial Research Council of Alberta. 
Sir William Jones - trip to Western Canada - proposed 
experiments. 
Domestic coke, briquettes - production, markets. 
Markham process - coal distillation. 
Trent Amalgum process. \i 
National research institute. 
Operations of various coal companies in Canada, 
Great Britain. 
Senate Committee on Canada's fuel supply. 
Coal production in Alberta, Ko6tenay, B.C.; 
[Col. F.M. Gaudet]. 

Enzian, Charles, Consulting Engineer, Washington, D.C. 
April 3, 1921 - E.alnu:ary ~, 1~. f~br"'-"f'J t"!, 1 t\J 
Kentucky coal field - lack of business. 
Sir William Jones - trip with William Pearce through 
B.C., Southern Alberta. 
Proposed provincial government carbonization plant. 
Impending coal strike - 1922. 
William Pearce's views re: federal coal research. 

Fieldner, A.C., 
Chief Coal Chemist, U.S. Bureau of Mines, Pittsburgh. 
April 26, 1921 - July 7, 1921. 
By-product oven production. 
Low temperature carbonization. 
Low temperature tars. 
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1083 

Freeman, N., Commissioner of Public Utilities, Lethbridge. 1084 
January 15 - 30, 1924. 
Extension of Alberta coal markets. 
Mechanical firing of block furnaces. 
By-product ovens. 
Pulverized coal - progress of Manitoba Bridge and 
Iron Co. in this regard. 
Briquetting of lignites. 

French, R.D.L., Professor of Highway and Municipal 
Engineering, McGill University. 
October 17 - November 8, 1921. 
Domestic coke, anthracite markets. 
Briquetting, carbonization processes. 
Coal operators in Alberta - lack of co-operation. 
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January 15, 1923 - October 24, 1924. 
William Pearce's graph showing Alberta coal production 
disposition. 
Coal carbonization, use. 
W.S. Blauvelt - biographical information; paper on coal 
smoke nuisance. 
William Pearce's views re: coke, by-product ovens. 
[Grant Hall]. 

Hoadley, George. 
August 5, 1921 - February 28, 1922. 
Itinerary of trip with Sir William Jones. 
William Pearce's views re: industrial research, 
Scientific and Industrial Research Council of Alberta. 

Hudson, Joseph G.S., Office of the Fuel Controller, 
later with Department of Mines, Explosives Division. 
October 5, 1916 - May 5, 1919. 
Western Canadian fuel supply. 
Request for coal trade statistics. 

Jones, Sir William, Gas Engineer; partner in Woodhall­
Duckham and Jones Ltd. 
July 15 - December 19, 1921. 
Arrangements for trip with William Pearce to B.C. 
and Alberta coal fields. 
Proposal to undertake coal experiments for CPR. 
Consumption of coals in Prairie Provinces, possible 
consumption of coke briquettes. 
Bone process. 
Calgary natural gas supply. 

Jones, Sir William. 
January 7, 1922 - Aag &st P€l, l,_4. Od"'bu· 13 1~1,.$ 

Beinfait experimental plant. ' 
Low versus high temperature carbonization processes. 
Trent amalgam process. 
Labour conditions in Canadian, British coal industries. 
De-ashing of coal. 
Low temperature tars. 
Treatment of ties. 
Dominion Fuel Board. 
Treatment of lignites, peat. 
Operations of various Alberta coal companies. 
Coals of southwestern Alberta. 
Senate Committee on Canada's Fuel Supply. 

90 

1086 

1087 

1088 

1089 

1090 



Accession 74-169 

The William Pearce Papers 
1869 - 1930 

Layng, Dr. T.E., Assistant Professor, Applied Chemistry, 
University of Illinois. 
October 6, 1920 - June 22, 1921. 
Layng's carbonization experiments: analysis of CPR 
samples; results. 
Tar oils - production methods. 
Carbocoal process. 

Layng, Dr. T.E. 
July 22, 1921 - March 31, 1924. 
Powdered coal. 
Markham process. 
Low temperature carbonization. 
Rottening test of low temperature tars by 
Von Schrenck, Kammerer. 
Labour situation in Canada, U.S. 
Ford Motor Co. carbonization plant. 
Super heated steam process. 
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1092 

Lewis, G.P., Fuels Department Laboratory, London, England. 1093 
January 21 - June 16, 1921. 
Carbonization processes: Tozer-Marshall; Green Laucks. 
William Pearce's efforts to attract British capital to 
Alberta coal industry. 
Lignite coals. 
Coal situation in Canada - William Pearce's assessment. 
Hydro-electric energy possibilities in Southwestern Alberta, 
Southeastern B.C. 
Hematite deposits - Alberta, B.C. 
Athabasca tar sands. 
Arrangements for coal, tar sands, samples for Lewis. 
[G.B. Atkinson]. 

Lewis, G.P. 
July 6, 1921 - August 5, 1924. 
CPR coal samples for Lewis. 
Experiments; dispatch, results. 
Athabasca tar sands. 
Low temperature carbonization. 
[G.B. Atkinson]. 

Lucas, F.E., Economy Engineer, Dominion Iron and Steel 
Co., Sydney, N.S. 
January 22, 1919 - January 30, 1922. 
Coal distillation. 
Briquette production. 
By-product ovens - plants, disposition of by-products. 
Low temperature versus high temperature carbonization. 
Powdered fuel - production, use. 
Lignites - uses. 
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McLaren-Brown, George, European Manager, CPR. 
December 19, 1919 - January 6, 1923. 
Coal research production in Britain. 
Coal lands between CPR Main & Crow's Nest Pass lines. 
Grain Belt Construction and Development Co. Ltd. 
Plans for construction of railway to Elk River coal 
lands. 
Marshall low temperature carbonization process. 
Lechien experiments on briquetting of Canadian 
lignites (Tozer system). 

1096 

Magrath, C.A. 1097 
November 20, 1918 - May 8, 1923. 
Carbonization processes - Laucks, Tozer, Marshall. 
Incentives for coal research developments. 
Tar oils. 
By-product ovens. 
Statistics - Alberta coal mines - output. 
Anthracite - diminishing supply; domestic coke as substitute. 
Prospective Alberta coal markets: Winnipeg, Ontario. 
Carbocoal experiments. 
William Pearce's assistance to Fuel Controller (1918-19). 
Bankhead mine closure. 
Lignite production - western Canada. 
[W.;r. Blauvelt]. 

Meighen, Hon. Arthur. 
July 8, 1919 - July 30, 1920. 
By-product ovens - graphs; extension of western coal 
markets. 
Lignites - Bienfait experiments. 
[B.F. Haanel; R.G. McConnell]. 

Moore, A. Ewan, Manager, CPR Department of Colonization 
and Development, European organization. 
March 15 - August 3, 1921. 
Midland Coal Products Corp.; Low Temperature 
Carbonization Ltd. 
Sir Arthur Dockham - career reputation, views re: 
Canadian fuel supply. 
George P. Lewis - career, reputation. 
Requests for data re: coal investigations in Britain. 
Sir William Jones - introductory letter. 
Tar oils - low versus high temperature production. 
Coalite. 
Classification of Alberta coals. 

Nanton, Sir Augustus. 
January 6, 1919 - February 18, 1922. 
Sir William Jones - work on fuels. 
Low temperature carbonization - Koppers' Co. interests. 

1098. 
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Ommanney, G.G. 2001.1 
April 7, 1920 - May 23, 1922. 
By-product ovens. 
Natural gas versus coal as heating fuel. 
Pulverized coal - Plume furnace. 
Creosote - production; investigations; proposed plant. 
High and low temperature carbonization. 
Lignites - location, treatment processes. 
Coal properties - Ford mine; Livingstone River; Carbondale; 
Customs duties on imported coals. 
Amber deposit at Coalmont. 
Markham process of distillation. 
Progressive distillation - G. Lewis' test results. 

Ommanney, G.G. 2001.2 
July 4, 1922 - October 29, 1924. 
High and low temperature carbonization - processes, 
by-products, experiments. 
By-product ovens. 
Dominion Fuel Board - proposed establishment. 
Senate Committee on Canada's fuel supply. 
Briquetting of coal. 
Creosote - investigations. 
Pulverized coal. 
Coal properties - Michel Creek. 
Canadian coal markets. 

~,j 
Parr, S.W., Professor, Department of Chemistry, 
University of Illinois. 
June 8 - 24, 1920. 
Coking coal. 
Briquetting of lignites. 
Comments on Graphs 50, 51. 

Peterson, Charles W., Deputy Fuel Controller, Ottawa. 
November 18, 1918 - April 7, 1919. 
Pulverized coal. 
Central heating. 
Inertia of Government departments re: fuel matters. 
Coal markets - price of transport. 
Locomotive practice and coal. 

Porter, Horace, Fuels researcher, Philadelphia. 
June 17 - 25, 1920. 
By-product ovens. 
Coal situation in Canada. 
Fort McMurray bituminous sands research. 
Green-Laucks process of carbonization. 
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Mining and Civil Engineer, Port Arthur. 
May 2 - June 29, 1903. 
Inquiries concerning coal resources. 
[Frank Slide]. 

Walsh, Limel O.P., General Manager, Dominion Tar and 
Chemical Co. Ltd. 
April 7, 1921 - February 19, 1924. 
Tar oils - low versus high temperature carbonization 
methods of production. 
Coalite. 
Powered Fuel. 
Markham process. 
Railway ties - number used in Canada. 
Creosote investigations. 

2005 

2006 

White, A.V.F., Hydro - Electric Power Commission, Ontario. 2007 
November 18, 1920 - October 30, 1922. 
Coal research. 
Domestic fuel - substitution for imported fuel. 

f Federal fuel commission. 
~ Canada's fuel supply. 

White, James, Deputy Head, Commission of Conservation, 
Ottawa. 
November 6, 1918 - November 19, 1920. 
Domestic coke. 

2008 

Yates, J. Handley. 2009 
July 20 - November 22, 1921. 
Briquetting investigations. 
Proposed syndicate, to employ Alexander briquetting process. 
Treatment of lignites. · ~ 
Rumored plans for establishment of tannery at Medicine Rat; 
Briquetting plant near Edmonton. 
[S.H. Adams; J.H. Hanna; G.G. Ommanney; A.E. Moore]. 

Coal and Coal By-products= Companies 

Ajax Coal Mining Co. Ltd. 2010 
August 20, 1920 - [January, 1921]. 
History, credibility, viability of Ajax Coal Mining Co. Ltd. 
Tests of Ajax Coal samples by Tozer and Marshall, 
consulting engineers in England. 
[B.L. Thorne, J.S. Dennis, G.G. Ommanney, George 
McLaren-Brown, Mr. Swan]. 

Algoma Steel Corporation. 
November 9 - 20, 1920. 
By-product oven coke, ammonium sulphate. 
Lignite experiments - Bienfait plant. 
[William Seymour (Superintendent Coke Plant)]. 
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CPR Banff Collieries. 
January 9, 1904. 
Fair price for Banff Collieries coal. 
[W.H. Aldridge, CPR Mining & Metallurgical Department]. 

Bankhead Mines. 
October 24 - 26, 1913; 
December 23, 1922 - [Decemher 20], 1923. 
Bankhead lump coal. 
Conditions in Bankhead (population; coal industry. 
History of briquette production at Bankhead. 
Statistics re: briquette output at Bankhead, 1907-1920. 
E.D.H. Wilkins (Wetaskiwin lawyer). 
J.R. Akins (Topographical Surveys Branch); 
John McLeish (Director, Mines Branch, Ottawa). 

Canadian British Corporation. 
December 8, 1922 - January 18, 1923. 
Aims of company. 
Prospects for coal investment. 
[G.G. Ommanney; A.A. Watt, Canadian Director, C.B.C.]. 

Canadian Collieries (Dunsmuir) Ltd. 
June 23 - July 14, 1925. 
Request for data re: mining in Alberta 
[Colonel Villers, General Manager, Canadian Collieries]. 

Chinook Coal Mine. 
April 21, 1922. 
Location; railway connections; characteristics 
of coal; management of company; investment 
potential. 
[Dr. J.N. Gunn]. 

Close Brothers Company. 
December 12, 1921 - January 30, 1922. 
Low temperature versus high temperature 
carbonization. 
Close Brothers' coal experiments. 

Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company of Canada. 
November 27, 1919 - July 10, 1920. 
Production of sulphate of ammonium. 

Carbon Coal & Coke Company Ltd. 
December 2, 1921 - March 25, 1924. 
Coal drying, pulverization, proposed construction of 
briquetting plant. 
Production, marketing of coal in Western Canada. 
Trent Amalgam process. 
Prospects for briquetting business. 
[E.L. Warburton, Corbin Co.]. 
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February 27, 1920 - April 9, 1925. 
Kopper oven - old and improved system. 
Elliott and Jones New Vertical Oven. 
Domestic coke production. 
Coal output - Coal Creek, Michel mines. 
Spencer heater - suitability of CNP Co. coal. 
Relative values of gas, coal. 
[W.P. Wilson, Engineering Department, C.N.P. Coal Co.]. 

International Coal Product Corporation. 
June 18, 1920 - October 26, 1920. 
Carbocoal - production methods; uses; feasibility of 
plant at Calgary; proposed construction of plant by 
I.C.P.C. 
[Sir George McLaren-Brown, W.W. Taylor, Chas. H. Smith]. 

2.1 S{> k ' , , , 
. ~ H.W. MacNeill Co. 
,!l.e,ef"" November 2, 1891 - August 26, 189 5. 
uv- Possible shipment of McNeill's Co. coal over Alberta 

Railway and Coal Co. line to U.S. points. 
MacNeill's contribution to freight rates commission. 
"Banff road matter," "Anthracite bonus matter." 

S.E. Oliver Co. 
May 10, 1922 - September 8, 1922. 
[G.G. Ommanney; E. Stansfield, SIRCA; L. Walsh, 
Dominion Tar & Chemical Co.]. 
Carbocoal (invented by Oliver) - experimental plant at 
Merritt, B.C.; characteristics of carbocoal. 
Treatment of Nicola coal by Oliver Patent Co. 
Oliver process: by-products, credibility. 
Lack of progress toward by-product plant at Merritt. 
Oliver's invention of process to purify air using 
coal liquids. 
Oliver's scheme for abstracting by-products from coal -
demonstration of model plant in Calgary. 
Discovery of amber at Coalmont mine; Oliver's experiments 
in this regard. 

Oakoal (Toronto Oakoal Company Ltd., Toronto). 
February 16 - March 8, 1920. 
Briquetting coal by-products. 
Requests for information on activities. 
[Calgary Board of Trade]. 

2020 

2021 

.,)__/ 

2022 

2023 

2024 

/ Peabody Coal Co. 2025 
l December 17, 1920 - March 1, 1921. 

Possible sources of capital investment for coal development. 
[Bolton Magrath; W /· Blauvelt]. 

s 
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Phoenix Patent Fuel Ltd. 
April 26 - August 9, 1922. 
Manufacture of patent fuel. 
Possible establishment of briquetting industry in 
Southern Alberta, South Eastern British Columbia. 
U.S., Canada balance of coal trade. 
[G.G. Ommanney]. 

Piron Coal Distillation System Inc. 
January 16 - February 16, 1926. 
Tariff refund on Canadian coals required for 
carbonization. 

Sensible Heat Distillation Company. 
May 11 - October 2, 1923. 
Coal samples for S.H.D. Company. 
"The Lignites of Saskatchewan," R.J. Lee, 1923. 
[Harold Nielson; G.G. Ommanney; Sir A. Nanton]. 

Superior Coal Co. 
February 13, 1912. 
Coal areas controlled by company. 
Stock promotion literature. 

Universal Coal Products Co. 
June 25, 1920 - May 21, 1921. 
Tar oils - high versus low temperature. 
Carbonization. 
[F.W. Traer]. 

Western Canadian Collieries Ltd. 
January 16, 1922 - January 26, 1923. 
J.R. Smith, Sales Agent, W.C.C. Ltd. 
Company experiments with coal cleaning. 

Winnipeg Electric Railway Co. 
January 5 - February 8, 1923. 
Use of western coal for gas purposes. 
[W.L. Kane]. 

Winnipeg Gas Co. 
October 20 - 30, 1924. 
Coal supply; 
possibilities for coke production. 
[C.E. Stockdill]. 
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Coal and Coal By-products - Samples, Statistics, Graphs 

Test Samples. 2034 
September 28, 1920 - November 20, 1920. 
Arrangements for acquisition, transfer of coal samples 
to Professor T.L. Laying for analysis. 
[J.L. Campbell, M.B. Morrow, A.E. Cross, 
William McCardill]. 

Test Samples. 2035 
April 28 - October 31, 1921. 
Arrangements for acquisition, transfer of Southern 
Alberta and South Eastern British Columbia coal samples 
for analysis by G.P. Lewis. 

Memorandum re: Coal mined in the province of 2036 
Alberta - location, output, sales. 
n.d. [1913]. 

Statistics: requirements on the Prairies. 2037 
July 2, 1912 - December 30, 1913. 
Enquiries re: coal output, consumption, imports 
into prairies; amounts of coal consumed by shipped 
on railways. 
Recommended route of CPR branch line (Kipp, 
North Saskatchewan). 

Statistics. 2038 
January 8 - October 22, 1914. 
Collection, compilation of statistics re: coal output, 
consumption, imports into Alberta, Saskatchewan, 1910-13. 

Statistics - Prairie Provinces. 
January 5 - April 17, 1915. 
Compilation of statistics re: output, consumption, 
imports of Coal in Prairie Provinces. 

Statistics - Prairie Provinces. 
April 6 - August 31, 1916. 
Statistics re: coal output, imports, consumption, 
quantities used by railway companies on the Prairies. 

Statistics - Prairie Provinces. 
February 6, 1917 - May 15, 1918. 
Enquiries re: location, output, transportation of coal. 
Coals, domestic and imported, west of Port Arthur. 
Alberta's contribution to national domestic fuel supply. 
[C.A. Magrath; C.W. Peterson; T.M Molloy; John Stirling; 
J.S. Dennis; Sir G.J. Burzj. 

Imports and Production of Coal Between Port Arthur 
and British Columbia: Graph no. 34. 
August 14 - December 30, 1918. 
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December 31, 1918 - January 22, 1919. 
Includes employment, production, imports, 
consumption, freight rates. 
Employment in coal industry, 1918. 
Production, consumption of coke, anthracite. 
Freight rates. 
Output of Alberta, Saskatchewan mines. 
Imports west of Port Arthur. 

Graphs re: Coal and Coke Trade of Canada; 
Coal Resources of the World. 
August 20, 1919 - April 18, 1921. 
Comments on graphs. 

Graph on Alberta Coal Production, 1918. 
April 30 - May 20, 1920. 

By-product ovens output: Graphs 48 & 49. 
March 3 - 29, 1920. 
Includes Calgary as site for by-products ovens. 
[Sir Augustus Nanton]. 

By-products: Graphs SO, 51, SlA. 
March 17, 1920 - May 25, 1921. 
[G.G. Ommanney]. 

By-products: Graph 52: output of coal, 1907-1918, 
in area covered by Graph 51. 
July 12 - August 12, 1920. 

By-products: Graph 53. 
March 14 - April 29, 1921. 
[G.G. Ommanney]. 

By-products: Graphs 59 & 59A: Coal production 
and distribution in Alberta, 1920. 
April 27, 1921 - May 15, 1922. 
Compares Calgary and Edmonton output. 

By-products: Graph 72: Alberta Coal Sales, 1921. 
November 9, 1922 - January 24, 1923. 
Proposed unity of coal interests in certain Alberta 
coal fields. 
[Hon. H. Greenfield]. 

By-products: Graph 74: Output of coals of Alberta, 
Southeastern British Columbia, 1922. 
August 13 - September 14, 1923. 
[Grant Hall]. 
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Graph 78: Coal situation in Alberta, Southeastern 
British Columbia 
[August 2] - October 22, 1924. 

Graph 79: Coal situation in Alberta, Southeastern 
British Columbia. 
May 18 - July 25, 1925. 

Coal and Coal By-products - Treatment processes 

Benzol and Toluol: 
Amounts recovered from various coking coals. 
June 3 - [August], 1916. 

2053 

2054 

2055 

Bone process of carbonization. 2056 
July 28 - September 7, 1920. 
Description of process. 

Bussey Coking Process: Description 2057 
May 31, 1922 - August 28, 1923 
[Lionel Walsh; W.S. Blauvelt; 
G.G. Ommanney; T.E. Layng] 

By-product ovens. 2058 
January 2, 1919 - October 26, 1923. 
Includes balance of coal trade between U.S. and Canada. 

Calgary Board of Trade Committee on By-product Ovens. 2059 
February 13 - December 4, 1920. 
Formation, William Pearce's criticisms. 
[D.G. Campbell, F.C. Field, A.I. Payne, J.Craig]. 

Ford Company By-product oven plant: Construction and 2060 
operations. 
November 2, 1923 - June 9, 1926. 
[H.B. Lumsden, A.R. McGie, L. Walsh, T.E. Layng, 
Charles Enzian, G.G. Ommanney, W.S. Blauvelt, Sir William 
Jones, Charles Camsell, W.G. Lynch, A.T. Phipps]. 

By-product oven: Hamilton plant. 
March 26 - October 13, 1924. 
Raw materials, plant, operations. 
[John McLeish; R.E. Gilmore; Charles Camsell]. 

Combustion, storage and by-products: 
William Pearce's research on behalf of Fuel Controller. 
January 16 - February 11, 1919. 
Subjects of investigation: coal storage, combustion, 
by-products production and use; central heating. 
[C. Naramore, E.A. Holbrook, A.E. Cross]. 
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Coalite: Production processes, uses. 
April 7, 1920 - February 29, 1924. 
[F.W. Salisbury-Jones; George McLaren-Brown]. 

Creosote Oils. 
April 6, 1921 - March 8, 1924. 
Comparative merits of high and low temperature 
carbonization. 
Word preservation processes (including "empty-cell", 
"card", and "open tank treatment" processes. 
Statistics re: number, type of ties used in Canada. 

De-ashing of coals: 
Enquiries into processes. 
April 3, 1923 - November 9, 1924. 
[American Coal Cleaning Corporation; John Blizzard, 
W.S. Blauvelt]. 

Fournier Process of Carbonization: Syopsis of process. 
December 17, 1921. 
[G.G. Ommanney. 

2063 

2064 

2065 

2066 

Lessing Coking Test. 2067 
July 25, 1921 - January 30, 1922. 
Includes description of Lessing furnace; 
Enquiries re: Alberta lignite deposits, 
Athabasca tar sands. 

Lignites: General. 2068 
September 20, 1918 - October 10, 1924. 
Includes recovery of oil from Saskatchewan, Alberta, 
Merrit, British Columbia lignites; 
Tests conducted at Irvington. 
Lignite briquetting process. 
Bienfait briquetting plant. 
Lignite production - Northern, Southern Alberta. 
[L.R. Thompson; R.D.L. French; A.E. Moore; H.S. Fleming]. 

Lignites: Hood-Odell process. 2069 
March 28 - April 17, 1923. 
[R.A. Ross, W.W. Odell, O.P. Hood]. 

Lignites: Irvington tests. 2070 
July 6 - August 27, 1921. 
Report on coal tests submitted by the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway. 
See also: S.I.R.C.A., July 5, 1921, Cote to Pearce. 
[Charles Camsell; John McLeish]. 

Mond By-product Recovery Process. 2071 
July 5, 1920. 
[Lewis A. Riley]. 
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McLaurin Patent Carbonizing Process: Test 
results, production. 
August 18, 1924 - October 15, 1925. 
[G.G. Ommanney; C.A. Magrath]. 

2072 

Markham Process for coal distillation. 2073 
October 15, 1921 - August 17, 1922. 
Description of process by-products; possibility of 
installing a plant in Canada. 
Carbonization - low versus high temperature; by-products. 
[Hugh Chambers; Walter Rutherford]. 

Newberry Process for treatment of lignites. 2074 
November 13, 1923 - October 20, 1925. 
Reported tests of Newberry process at Drumheller 
(Midland Mine Co.). 
Description of process, by-products. 
[J.H. Hanna; G.G. Ommanney; John Allan]. 

Pulverized coal. 
February 15, 1917 - April 14, 1923. 
Progress of various investigations into pulverized 
fuel (Brazil, U.S., Ganada). 

I Use of pulverized fu(fd in B. C. ( sugar refinery), 
Manitoba (rolling mill), Lethbridge 
(power generation); and for locomotives. 
NACSIR - pulverized coal, and general coal research; 
Government research policy. 
Economic & Development Commission - lack of effective 
[Grant Hall, A.B. Macallum; J.C. Gwillam; 

~~-G. Ommancy; J.S. Dennis; ~ug~st~:~ Nanton]., 
1..07 Se.e. ouiu- -<.A,,~- e_;r,::;,e,._J •• , , f.f:t,,,('i,·"i,~,.iv~t.,C .~;;:,M't 

Pulverized coals: Circular letter on published data. 
November 3 - 19, 1919. 

Relative heat values of gas and coal. 
February 27 - March 4, 1920. 
Includes results of City of Calgary experiments; case 
of CPR versus Calgary Gas Co. 
[W.R. Wilson]. 

Tozer System (Low Temperature Carbonization). 
August 17 - November 23, 1922. 
Description of process. 
William Pearce's views re: Tozer process, Bienfait 
Experimental Plant; tar oils, carbonization, research 
elsewhere; importance of central research bureau; 
Wabamum mining proposition. 
(con~~ p ag-0) 

2075 

progress. 
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~--
Canada's coal resources; markets; domestic coke production 
possibilities. 
Iron ore deposits - Crow's 
Potential power supply for 
Crow's Nest Pass, Kootenay 

-Anyox - copper smelter. 

Nest Pass. 
coal treatment plants in 
Central regions. 

[George McLaren-Brown, F.D. Marshall]. 

Trent Amalgam Process. 
December, 1921 - July 1, 1922. 
Publications re: Trent process. 
Coal de-ashing. 
[T.T. Read]. 

Trumble Process of coal distillation. 
February 5 - 18, 1924. 
Description of process, equipment, product. 
[Bolton Magrath]. 

Yeadon Process of Carbonization. 
November 25, 1919 - January 24, 1920. 
A.B. Macallum]. 
Description of process by-products, plant operations. 
[William Armstrong; Sir George McLaren-Brown; 
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Coal and Coal By-products= Coal Deposits; Mining Properties 

Abbotsford Coal Seam. 
February 22, 1921 - March 1, 1921. 
[G.B. Corbould]. 
Reported coal find near Abbotsford. 

Coal lands between Gap and Banff in Bow R. Valle~. 
October 20, 1887 - Feb 1.n y --4, ~. A(A,9vs/ i.B1 \'b<&J\l 
Map; Schedules showing lands reserved, disposed of. 
Maps filed in map chest. 
Canmore townsite - status of plans, correction surveys. 
[J.S. Dennis]. 

Brazeau region. 
January 16 - February 12, 1904. 
Status of geological explorations thus far. 
Possibility of CPR investigation in this area. 

Brazeau coal fields. 
September 25 - November 7, 1912. 
Planned inspection of area coal fields. 
Report on mining operations in the region. 
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British Columbia coal lands. 
February 12, 1904; September 13, 1918 
CPR plans to investigate Nicola coal field. 
Coal and iron deposits in various British Columbia 
locations. 
[W.H. Aldridge; P. Naismith]. 

CPR lands grant - Prairie district. 
June 12, 1913 - August 19, 1914. , 
Visit to coal areas in central, southeasteNi Alberta by 
Gwillam. 
Coal location near Drumheller. 
Requests for maps, information. 
Tree growth, agriculture in Manitoba. 
[J.S. Dennis; J.C. Gwillam]. 

Canmore district. 
December 3 - 8, 1891. 
Reports on Canmore, McNeill Co. Coal Mines. 
Possibility of hydro power, access to U.S. coal 
markets via C & E Railway - Southern Extension. 

2087 

2088 

2089 

Canmore district. 2090 
January 21 - February 27, 1904. 
Registration of lands. 
School Section. 
William Pearce's suggestion that CPR apply for coal rights. 

Cascade Basin. 2091 
December 13, 1901 - July 25, 1903. 
Possibility of anthracite measures along Cascade Creek. 
William Pearce's advice to CPR re: exploration, 
application for mining leases. 
Sheep Creek coal - results of coking tests. 
Location of wagon trail up Kananaskis River. 

Crows Nest Pass coal deposits. 2092 
November 14, 1889 - August 14, 1890; December 1, 1896. 
Enquiries re: precise locations, extent and character 
of deposits. 
Prospectus - Crow's Nest Coal and Mineral Co. 
[Tom Kains; C.A. Magrath]. 

Crows Nest Pass. 2093 
January 10, 1901 - May 15, 1902. 
Selection of 50,000 acres from the Crow's Nest Pass 
federal railway land grant. 
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Surveys, classification of coal lands in Crows Nest Pass. 
Feasibility of rail line up Morrissey Creek. 
William Pearce's visit to Fernie, report on coal lands. 
Proposed location of government colliery coke ovens, sidings. 
Crows Nest Pass Coal Co. 
CPR right of way station grounds - Crows Nest Pass area. 
Frank Coal Mine. 

Crow's Nest Pass region. 
October 9 - 31, 1903. 
Market prospects for coal; coke. 
[H.E. Irwin]. 

Denzil Coal Field. 
September 13 - October 15, 1920. 
[G.G. Ommanney; J.F. Sweeting]. 
Discovery of coal deposit near Denzil. 

Drumheller region. 
July 25, 1913; March 8, 1917; December 21, 1920. 
Coal locations in Drumheller district. 
Output, quality of field. 
Map filed in map chest. 
[J.S. Dennis; W.A. James]. 

Estevan. 
October 14, 1892 - July 8, 1986. 
William Pearce's reports re: character, commercial 
prospects for Estevan coal; mining operations in area. 
[A.M. Burgess]. 

Frank: Coal fields. 
June 17 - November 27, 1902 
William Pearce's report on coal fields, mining 
operations at Frank. 
Society of the United Gold Fields of B.C. Ltd. 
Mining operations near Frank. 
[W. Whyte]. 

Ground Hog Country (Telegraph Creek - Hazelton area). 
December 6, 1913. 
Alleged anthracite, high grade coal discoveries. 

Lac La Ronge bituminous coal. 
June 23 - 30, 1920 
Possibility of bituminous coal in Lac La Ronge area. 
[D.C. Coleman]. 

Okanagan Valley. 
February 14 - August 27, 1920. 
Offer of Coal property for sale. 
William Pearce's evaluation of coal property analysis. 
[T.C. Yeoward; G.G. Ommanney]. 
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Panther River coal deposits. 2102 
August 12, 1903 - April 9, 1906. 
Description of field; analysis of coal. 
Costigan claim. 
William Pearce's advice to CPR to acquire rights 
to Panther River Field. 
Accusation that William Pearce acted in CPR 1 s interests 
whfle still a federal government employee. 
[William Whyte; W.H. Aldridge]. 

Roseau River coal fields. 2103 
March 2 - April 29, 1881. 
Proposed to develop field. 
Suggestion that William Pearce investigate. 
Alleged violation of land use agreement. 

Smoky River. 2104 
June 9, 1920 - September 11, 1924. 
Smoky River coal deposit (Crown Reserve) -
plan; coal analysis. 
Macaulay report on coal resources, Smoky River district. 
William Pearce's criticism of reports. 
[H.H. Rowatt, D.C. Coleman]. 

Souris: investigation of coal mines. 2105 
December 25, 1901 - April 2, 1902. 
·Request for William Pearce to report on Souris coal mines 
to a private concern; Pearce's refusal. 
[Tupper, Phippen and Tupper, law firm, Winnipeg]. 

Southwestern Alberta, Southeastern British Columbia fields. 2106 
February 23, 1920 - September 8, 1925. 

106 

Coal areas: Ribbon Creek, Michel Creek, Kananaskis, Elbow, Sheep, 
Highwood basins, and along the Elk River,, 
Enquiries re: topography. ~ 
Mining companies, claims: P. Burns Co. (Sheep Creek); 
Ford claim (Highwood); McKay-Dippie, 
Ings claims; CPR claims (Elk River); Rocky Mountain 
Collieries, Nordegg Co. \J 
Railway access to coal deposits - Calgary and Fernie 
Railway; Grain Belt Construction and Development Co. 
[Gordon Corbould, J.B. Tyrrell, William McCardell, 
G.G. 0mmanney, D.C. Coleman, George McLaren-Brown, A. Nanton]. 

Coal mining at Tofield. 
January 3, 1913. 
Mining methods, condition of market. 
[J.S. Dennis, Charles Taylor]. 

2107 



Accession 74-169 

The William Pearce Papers 
1869 - 1930 

Walker Well. 
July 22, 1920. 
Coal and gas record of the well, 1908 - 09. 
[A.W. Dingman]. 

Mining Claims 

107 

2108 

Costigan, J. R.: Mining location. 2109 
January 2, 1890 - July 8, 1892. 
Application by Costigan to purchase coal mining location. 
Conflict with application of Houston. 
Approval of Costigan's application. 

Houston, W. : Mining location. 
August 23, 1890 - February 14, 1891. 
Houston's application for a mining claim. 
Possible conflict with applications of McCarthy, 
Castigan and Morton. 
Refusal of Houston's application. 

McCarthy, Peter: Mining location. 
September 24, 1890 - July 8, 1892. 
Application for mining location. 
Question of conflict with application of Houston. 
Approval of McCarth's application. 

Morton, Calvin: Mining location. 
September 24, 1890 - July 8, 1892. 
Application for mining location. 
Question of conflict with application of Houston. 
Approval of Morton's application. 

Gas, Oil, Petroleum 

Oil and Gas~ General 

Oil and gas in Alberta: General. 
December 9, 1907 - May S, 1916. 
Explorations and wells of CPR, GTP; by government along 

(continued on next page) 
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Athabasca River. 
Requests for publications. 
[D.B. Dowling]. 

Oil industry in Canada/Alberta: 
General correspondence. 
May 6, 1914 - May 3, 1915. 
Includes lease regulations. 
[R.B. Bennett, James Lougheed]. 

Oil and Gas in Alberta: General. 
August 6, 1920 - October 26, 1927. 
Memorandum: "The Natural Gas Industry in Western 
Canada - 1923." 
''[Oil and gas in] Pincher Creek District." 
Calgary Petroleum Products Co. 

Natural gas: Enquiries. 
November 25, 1920 - June 23, 1923. 
Includes enquiries on carbon black production, 
Medicine Hat field. 
[G.G. Ommanney, A.W. Dingman]. 

Publications on oil, gas and petroleum (including 
oil sands): Requests for copies. 
June 18, 1909 - May 22, 1923. 
U.S. Bureau of Mines, Dominion Bureau of Mines. 

Oil and Gas= Correspondents 

Armstrong, John Joseph and Wauchope, Andrew: 
[Mining location]. 

Arnold, Ralph, Consulting Geologist: 
Correspondence. 
May 19, 1914 - January 17, 1920. 
Advice on farm in Lloydminister area. 
[C. Narramore - Calgary Petroleum Products]. 

Dennis, John Stoughton (Jr.). 
November 9, 1919 - February 11, 1921. 
CPR business. 
S.I.R.C.A. and natural gas - 1919; "The 
-Formation of Royalite Oil Co., 1921. 

Fisher, C.A., Geologist: 
Correspondence. 
August 17, 1914 - September 30, 1919. 
Information on progress of Alberta oil 

.eomments on war effort. 

Gas Company;" 

industry, 
J 
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Hunter, Campbell M., "Gelonka", London. 
November 23, 1914 - October 13, 1917; 
September 22, 1928. 
Calgary Petroleum Products Co. 
Billy Pearce and War (Salonika). 

Molock, W.R. 
May 26 - June 1, 1926. 
Advice on oil and gas investment from William Pearce. 

Oil and Gas= Companies 

109 

129.2 

128 

Highwood Petroleum and Natural Gas Company, and 141 
Calgary Natural Gas Company: 
Prospectus, memorandum on liquidation of latter company. 
March 29, 1927. 
Prospectus for Highwood Petroleum and Natural Gas Co. 
(A.W. Dingman). 
Township sketches showing leases. 
Map of leases filed in map chest. 

Nakamun Asphalt and Oil Company Ltd., Edmonton: 
Prospectus, memorandum on prospects. 
October 8 - 21, 1913. 
William Pearce's enquiry about success of tar sand 
paving project in Edmonton; assessment of 
Nakamun's prospects. 

Northwest Company and Imperial Oil Co. 
Leases and oil and gas rights: Agreements. 
November, 1919 - July 20, 1922. 
Calgary Petroleum Products, Dingman Oil Syndicate. 

Northwestern Utilities Ltd. 
January 17, 1924 - February 4, 1925. 
Request for information re: gas coal. 
Route of pipeline from Viking to Edmonton. 
Financial investment prospects (rumored buy-out of 
Calgary Gas Co.) 

Royalite Oil Co., Imperial Oil Co.: 
Correspondence. 
June 14, 1921 - September 8, 1925. 
Dominion Western Railway; Black Diamond Natural Gas. 
Carbon black. 
"The gas company"~ 
[T. Draper, A.M. McQueen, R.B. Bennett]. 

Oil Companies, Lower Fraser River Valley: 
Correspondence, reports. 
August 10, 1918 - October 7, 1921. 
Maps filed in map chest. 
Well logs filed in map chest. 
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110 

Turner Valley oil companies: 151 
Personal observations on performance. 
May 3, 1926 - February 14, 1928. 
Effects of weather on No. 4 well production. 
Map filed in map chest. 
[Godfrey Peirera, E.R. Bruce, S.G. Coultis, Billy Pearce]. 

Oil and Gas= Specific subjects (alphabetical) 

Calgary gas works: 
William Pearce's requests for information. 
December 26, 1901 - December 11, 1902. 
Possibilities for coke production. 
[A.E. Cross, George G. Anderson]. 

Carbon black production and consumption statistics: 
Correspondence. 
November 8 - 28, 1924. 
Requests for data, responses. 
[A.E. Cross]. 

Conservation of natural gas. 
December 4, 1912 - June 2, 1913; August 11 -
December 31, 1919. 
"Power in Alberta" (pamphlet), Commission of 
Conservation, Ottawa, 1919 - filed in Publications box. 

Conservation of natural gas: 
"Legislation provided for the use of natural gas." 
January 3, 1920 - June 21, 1921. 
Public Utilities Commission. 
Graphs filed in map chest. 
[R.B. Bennett]. 

Conservation of natural gas: 
Correspondence, memoranda. 
June 22, 1921 - August 31, 1923. 
Contains transcripts of Pearce's memoranda, 1912 - 1922. 
Graphs 47, 48, 48a filed in map chest. 

140 
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131. 1 
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Hotel Tulsa Drilling Regualtions: "Dry Holes Barred": 375 
Correspondence. 
May 5 - June 4, 1914. 
Humorous memorandum; copies sent to friends, oil people; 
r e v i sJ:~ d us.i~" 
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PLinton Process for fractionising oils. 
1November 21, 1924 - April 9, 1925. 
f [C.B. Magrath Chicago, son of C.A.Magrath]. 
lcorrespondence. 

Enquiries into process; reported improvements in process. 

Natural gas at Athabasca Landing, Vegreville, 
Tofield, Medicine Hat, Wetaskiewin, Edmonton: 
Correspondence. 
January 3 - August 21, 1913. 
Bonner's well at Athabasca. 
Reports and statistics collected. 

Oil and gas rights on road allowances: 
Memoranda. 
April 16 - 22, 1926. 
To A.A. Carpenter, Public Utilities-Commission; 
A. McQueen, Imperial Oil. 

\ 
10\9 

134 

135 

111 

Oil Sands. 1018.2 
April 4, 1916 - May 17, 1917. 
Oil shales in Canada - location, characteristics. 
Response to request for samples of oil sands rocks. 

Athabasca oil sands: 150 
Prospects for oil extraction: 
Correspondence, memoranda. 
July 8, 1920 - February 3, 1925. 
Canada Co., Wabam~L~ke A~habasca Oil Sands Extraction Co. 
( Pros pee t us). ~Jlf\ rs, HUW"~. 

S.I.R.C.A. and I.T.A. 
Inspection trip on A and G.W.Railway. 
[C. Magrath, Taylor, D. Diver, General William Bethune Lindsay]. 

Oil Sands: 
Memorandum to T. Draper. 
September 3, 1924. 
Parker and Schwarz steam jet process. 
[James McEvoy]. 

Royalities on oil and gas: 
Enquiries and statistics. 
October 30, 1913 - February 20, 1914. 
Mainly U.S. State regulations. 

U.S. Oil fields: 
Research trip correspondence, reports on leases and 
royalties. 
February 25 - September 28, 1914. 
Includes report on Calgary Petroleum Products Company. 
(Dingman Well). 
Report to J.S.Dennis on trip to U.S. oil fields with 
S.K.Pearce. 

149 

137 

144.1 
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Wildcatting for gas and oil: 
Correspondence, memoranda. 
June 4 - October 31, 1925. 
Report on Dingman Well, von Hammerstein, 
Medicine Hat. 
Historical research; [A.W. Dingman]. 

Water Power 

General 

Clergue, Francis H:t 
Addresses on wate;lower developments and industry, 
February 15 and 21: 1901. 
Forwarded May 29, 1901. 
[F.T. Griffin, CPR]. 

Public versus Private Ownership of Utilities: 
Correspondence, memoranda. 
March 1, 1924 - November 16, 1925. 
Storage of water in national parks; Railways, Telephones, 
street railways. 

U.S. Government Printing Office: 
Requests for publications on flood control and water 
storage. 
April 28, 1908 - October 6, 1921. 

Projects 

Bow River Water Power: 
Memoranda, correspondence. 
March 5, 1924 - November 17, 1928. 
Development of power sites in Banff Park. 
[Sidney E. Junkins Co.; Gilbert Tassie]. 

Columbia River Water Power: 
Correspondence, memoranda. 
February 1, 1906 - February 27, 1913. 
Dam site between Golden and Redgrave. 
[J.S. Dennis, F.F. Bustead]. 

Elbow River Water Power Company: 
Incorporation. 
Correspondence, legislation. 
December 11, 1889 - December 31, 1892. 
[James Walker, Donald Watson Davis, J.T.L. Meyer]. 

Upper Elbow River reservoir. 
May 18 - June 7, 1895. 
[George M. Dawson]. 

112 

134 

652 

378 

436 

424 

425 

426 

427 
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Atwood, C.H.: Report on the Storage Possibilities of 
North Saskatchewan River at Kootenay Plains. 
June 15, 1915. 

Attwood, C.H.: Report of the Power Possibilities of 
Red Deer River at the Canyon Power Site. 
July 12, 1915. 

Red Deer River water power: 
Memoranda, correspondence. 
November 28, 1921 - January 19, 1924. 
Development supplemental to the "North Saskatchewan 
or William Pearce Irrigation Project." 

Spray Lakes storage reservoir: 
Memoranda, correspondence. 
April 25 - June 14, 1923. 
[A.O. Wheeler; F. White, M.L.A.; R.B. Bennett; 
C.A. Magrath; Charles Stuart]. 
Controversy over hydro projects within national parks. 

Spray Lakes storage reservoir: 
Memoranda, correspondence (continued). 
June 15 - December 22, l923. 

Spray Lakes storage reservoir: 
Memoranda, correspondence (continued). 
Januar 3 - December 27, 1924. c ,,,,,,{,./4!,.,,i:: I.A _,,,.,.,.~.'f,/" n, ci.t,.,,.,,,ict. ct ,,,. y· 

Spray Lakes storage reservoir: 
Memoranda, correspondence (continued). 
January 28, 1925 - May 12, 1926. 
Includes agreement for transfer of natural resources 
from Canada to Alberta, January 9, 1926; and circular 
letters on spray Lakes development. 

Spray Lakes storage reservoir: 
Memoranda, correspondence (continued). 
May 14, 1926 - March 12, 1928. 
Includes notices of floods in Calgary. 

Winnipeg River water power potential: 
January 8 - 16, 1896. 
[E. F. Stephenson, J.S. Dennis, A.M. Burgess]. 

113 

189.1 

189.2 

190 

421. 1 

421.2 

420 

423 

422 

428 
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Natural Resources: Other 

Clays for brickmaking; minerals for paints: 
Memoranda, correspondence. 
June 11, 1907 - July 25, 1924. 

114 

402 

Fertilizer - Potash deposits. 
October 11 - 24, 1917. 

403.2 

Buffalo bones as source. 
Includes description of buffalo jump sites. 

Peat: Letter requesting information on peat in the U.S. 404 
April 9, 1909. 

Stone Quarry at Castle Mountain: 
Applications for leases from G. Lecomte and CPR. 
February 16, 1887 - July 15, 1985. 
One map in map chest. 

Trade and Industry 

British Columbia industries: 
Memorandum. 
January 15, 1917. 
Reporting on trip taken in December, 1916. 
Includes Port Alberni, Powell River, Comox; coal. 

Nance tanning process: 
Memoranda. 
September 20 - October 5, 1921. 
To be introduced by Westaway and Yates. 
William Pearce's opinion sought on process. 

381 

417 

384 

Paper pails: Request for information on manufacture. 376 
August 16 - 27, 1888. 
For William Hespeler. 
[G.M. Ryley, A.M. Burgess]. 

Robert-Gream-Harcourt Company. 649 
December 8, 1920 - January 23, 1921. 
Formation of Grain Export Company. 
[G. Ommanney, F.H. Emra, R.B. Bennett, F.M. Black (UGG)]. 

Alberta Industrial Development Association: 25 
Minutes, correspondence, memoranda. 
February 10, 1919 - April 19, 1923. 
Settlement, mineral resources (iron, coal, salt, sugar beets). 
[John Allan, Geology, University of Alberta. 
Montana Irrigation and Drainage Institute, April 9, 1923]. 
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Alberta Industrial Development Association: 26.1 
Annual Meeting, 1920. 
Reports, programme; paper by C.A. Bagrath and 
C.F. Hamilton: 
"A Policy for Canada." 

Transportation 

Railways: Both as a Department of the Interior official and 
subsequently as a CPR employee, William Pearce actively followed the 
progress of other rail companies in western Canada. He produced 
corresondence, memoranda and statistical studies dealing with general 
rail conditions, routes and traffic possibilities on the prairies. 
He also focussed on particular topics such as the Hudson's Bay 
Railway proposition, government investment in railroads and rail 
traffic prospects in northwestern Alberta. 

CPR: As an employee of the CPR from 1904 until the last years of 
his life, William Pearce exerted a tremendous impact upon the 
policies and progress of that company. His influence was 
particularly evident in the fields of irrigation and natural resource 
development. 

Pearce's early work with the CPR involved the development of the 
company's Irrigation Block east of Calgary. Based on his surveying 
background and his widespread knowledge of conditions in the west, he 
was also asked to research and make recommendations regarding land 
acquisition and use, branch line routes and construction, and 
townsite development on other CPR lands. 

Following the assignment to the Department of Natural Resources, 
Pearce undertook to investigate the viability of specific schemes of 
resource development, including coal mining and processing in Alberta 
and British Columbia, lumbering in the mountains, and fruit growing 
in British Columbia. As in previous years, his advice continued to 
be solicited in decisions relating to branch line development. 

In his later years with the CPR, Pearce served as Chief 
Statistician. In this capacity, he continued to provide the company 
with statistical data and other evidence required to determine future 
d~velopment priorities. 

Roads: Through his involvement in the creation and promotion of 
national parks in the west, Pearce developed an interest in the 
establishment and improvement of roads in Alberta. On the premise 
that automobile travel would become an increasingly popular form of 
tourist transportation, Pearce strongly promoted the formation of a 
network of scenic routes through the Rocky Mountains. He also 
encouraged the improvement of highways and secondary road systems in 
other regions of the province. 
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Navigable rivers: Always interested in the possibilities for 
improving transportation systems in the west, Pearce compiled 
information and produced memoranda regarding the navigability of the 
North Saskatchewan River and largest Manitoba lakes. 

Railways 

Railways - General 

Railways - General, Miscellaneous matters. 869.4 
August 18, 1909 - April, 1912. 

Casey, George E., M.P., St. Thomas, Ontario. 516 
January 19, 1898 - September 12, 1900. 
"Our"/''your railway" scheme - Ashdown and Heber Archibald. 
Elias Rogers and Crows Nest Pass Coal Co. 
Canada and Great Falls Railway. 

Railways - Annual Passes (railway and telegraph). 1047.3 
1885 - 1930. 
William Pearce's passes for a number of railway systems. 

Railway Companies 

[Alberta and] Great Waterways Railway. 
April 26, 1909 - April 9, 1924. 
Salt, asphalt industries in Northern Alberta. 
[R.G. Bennett, T.M Tweedie]. 

Calgary and Edmonton Railway: 
Acquisition of land at Calgary for yards, shops, etc. 
April 14 - May 20, 1890. 
[A.M. Nanton]. 

848 

247 

Canadian Northern and Grand Trunk Pacific lines. ~b9.3 
November 18, 1910 - December 31, 1915. 
CNR - Station sites south of Red Deer River. 
Requests for maps, plans. 
Corrections to Alberta map - re: Coal Branch rail line. 

Dominion Western Railway. 854.3 
January 7 - 13, 1914. 

Grand Trunk Pacific (GTP). 850 
May 25, 1909 - November 3, 1917. 
Construction, travel conditions along line. 
CPR lands department handling of delinquent accounts 
Efforts by GTP to locate William Pearce's missing slippers. 



Accession 74-169 

The William Pearce Papers 
1869 - 1930 

Hudson's Bay Railway. 851 
April 3 - May 19, 1916; [1927]. 
Memos by William Pearce re: Hudson's Bay Railway, including 
criticism of scheme; 
Port Nelson as compared with Fort William, 
Vancouver as export points for Western Canadian produce. 
Two annotated maps. 
[R.B. Bennett]. 

117 

Hudson's Bay Railway. 851.2 
August 29, 1927. 
Lake Athabasca and Hudson's Bay Railway Co. 
Newsclippings re: proposition. 

Northwest Coal and Navigation Co. 942 
February 27, 1890 - February 28, 1891. 
Includes registration of Company's documents. 
Railway plan of Lethbridge (stored in map chest). 

Southern Alberta Railway. 854.2 
December 31, 1901 - August 20, 1902. 
Includes possibility of extending U.S. markets for 
Alberta coal; 
Nullification of S.A.R. charter on uncompleted section. 

Western Alberta Railway Co. 
July 14, 1899 - December 31, 1902. 
Proposed route and resources found along route 
(coal, petroleum, iron ore). 
Details of charter and possible CPR purchase of same. 

Railways= Government Policy 

854.1 

State Railways: British Possessions and Foreign Countries. 852 
March 27 - April 20, 1915. 
House of Commons Parliamentary Paper. 

Consolidation of Canadian Railways. 855 
March 23, 1917 - January 17, 1918. 
W.F. Tye, "Canada's Railway Problem and 
Its Solution." 
Nolan Cauchon, "Theoretical Approximation of 
Normal Railway Service Required for Prairie Provinces." 
Land grant to Canadian Northern Railway. 

Railways - Government control vs. private ownership of 858 
railways. 
January 13, 1919 - February 13, 1924. 
Address by CPR President. 
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Public versus Private ownership of utilities. 
March 21, 1924 - November 16, 1925. 
Includes railways. 

Crows Nest Pass Freight Rates: Memoranda. 
May 15 - December 17, 1924. 
Brief submitted by CNR and CPR re: Crows Nest Pass Act; 
Judgement of Board of Railway Commissioners re: freight 
rates. 
[F.W. Peters]. 

118 

866 

Crow's Nest Pass Freight Rates: Publicity. 868 
January 1 - February 15, 1925. 
Address and pamphlets by government and railway officials. 

Crow's Nest Pass Freight Rates: 
Publicity. 
October 9 - November 2, 1925. 
Article in Canadian Railway and Marine World 
re: Railway Board's decision on freight rate issue. 

Railways= Statistics and Reports 

Statistics re: population, railway mileage, 
cultivated land. 
August 13, 1913 - June 15, 1917; [December, 1924]. 

Railways in Alberta. 
January 29, 1914 - April 17, 1918; February 9, 1924. 
Includes railway subsidies in Alberta; 
profit on salt and asphalt traffic over AGWR; 
Government guarantees on railway bonds, liabilities. 
[T,M. Tweedie, R.B. Bennett, E. Osler, Magrath]. 

Statistics re: area, population, railway mileages 
for Canadian provinces. 
December 27, 1916 - March 6, 1919. 

Lands marginal to railways in Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, British Columbia. 
January 30 - February 9, 1917. 
Description of land, topography, land use. 

Lands marginal to railway in Alberta. 
February 7, 1917. 
Description of lands: resources and potential use. 

Statistics: Percentages of freight carried by 
railway companies in the Prairie Provinces. 
May 20, 1918 - November 17, 1919. 
[J.S. Dennis, J.G. Rutherford, D.C. Coleman]. 

856 

863.1 

847 

870.2 

860 

859 

522 
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Mileage statistics for Western provinces. 
August 12 - 19, 1919. 

Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) 

CPR - General ---
CPR - General: Memoranda. 
March 3, 1908; May 17, 1916 - April 14, 1926. 
Includes names for CPR Hotel at Calgary. 

Ross, A.W., M.P.: 
Speech on the Canadian Pacific Railway 
and the Canadian North-west. 
February 19, 1884. 

CPR - Railroad Passes: Requests for Personal and 
family passes. 
January 8, 1887 - February 11, 1893. 

CPR - Railroad, telegraph passes: 
January 2, 1908 - March 18, 1921. 

Railways - Quebec Railway Bridge Disaster: 
Request for report. 
January 15, 1908 - January 9, 1909. 

CPR~ Correspondents 

CPR officials: 
William Pearce's letters of congratulation on promotion, 
farewell on retirements. 
November 20, 1914 - July 23, 1928. 

Dennis, John Stoughton, Jr. 
_ FMF\MM'y ~, 1~ - December 14, 1928. 

Includes National Research Council formation; 
oil industry in North and West; 

, Department of Colonization minutes, 1928. 
[Tom Wilson, Campbell Hunter]. 

Shaunessy, Sir Thomas. 
October 1, 1901 - October 11, 1918. 
William Pearce's appointment, 1915. 
Sir Thomas' resignation as president, 1918. 

Whyte, William, 
General Superintendent. 
October 6, 1891 - September 19, 1902. 
Personal business and property; 
Personal social; 
Bow River Irrigation project, 1901. 

119 

864 

370.1 

844 

1047.1 

1047.2 

869.6 

370.2 

530 

606 

637 
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Whyte, William. 639.1 
April 10, 1906 - November 22, 1911. 
J. McDougall and Stoney Indian Reserve land 
surrendered to CPR, GTP; 
Irrigation Block. 

CPR - Administration ---
Administration - General. u Sepe!mber 6, 1902 - October 5, 1921. 
Annual reports, address to shareholders; 

"news clippings. 

CPR Administration - J.S. Dennis: Memoranda. 
January 29, 1904 - December 16, 1907. 
Includes Hudson's Bay Company lands; 
CPR route; acquisition and use of CPR lands. 

CPR Administration: Memoranda. 
January 3, 1908 - August 11, 1909. 
Includes land acquisition and use, irrigation, 
branch line routes, northern developments. 

CPR Administration. 
August 17, 1909 - December 31, 1909. 
Includes land acquisition and use, rail lines in 
Alberta and British Columbia; employees. 

CPR Administration. 
January 3 - July 22, 1910. 
Includes land acquisition, development and use in 
British Columbia and Alberta; 
irrigation matters. 

726 

820 

821 

822 

823 

CPR Administration. 824 
July 27 - September 27, 1910. 
Includes land Kcquisition, development and use in Alberta, 0 ~ 

British Columbia; 
irrigation matters. 

CPR Administration. 
September 28, 1910 - July 25, 1912. 
Includes rail routes in British Columbia and Alberta, 
Hudson's Bay railway, townsite developments; 
automobile routes west of Calgary. 
Mackenzie and Mann interests. 

825 

CPR Administration. 826 
August 2, 1912 - January 4, 1913. 
Includes land inspections: Route possibilities on the 
Prairies, 
tie reserves, coal properties, suggested name for hotels. 
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January 6, 1913 - August 13, 1914. 
Includes Alberta railway charters, routes, 
B.C. tie reserves, 
Red Deer and Drumheller coal fields. 

CPR Administration. 
April 14, 1915 - February 12, 1916. 
Includes land inspection, oil situation in Alberta, 
Peace River country. 

CPR Administration. 
February 14 - November 29, 1916. 
William Pearce's employment with Economic and 
Development Commission. 
[J.S. Dennis; J.G. Rutherford]. 

CPR Administration. 
January 29, 1917 - June 23, 1919. 
Includes auto routes, tourism in parks, federal 
government policy on irrigation and western settlement. 

CPR= Departments 

Bureau of Information. 
January 7 - June 14, 1920. 
Compilation of statistics on minerals in Alberta. 

Colonization and development: 
Survey of labour needs and supply. 
November 2, 1916 - April 13, 1917. 

Customer service complaints. 
November 30, 1920 - July 28, 1921. 
Re: reservations, irregular schedules, message handling. 

Tourist Department: 
Publicity for canoe trip possibilities, 
(Banff to Minneapolis). 
November 1 - 22, 1916. 

"Across Canada" Guide. 
November 5, 1923 - December 13, 1923. 
Reissue of CPR publication; Pearce's assistance 
in revisions. 

Proposal to compile CPR history to disabuse 
Canadians of negative views of the railway. 
October 20 - 25, 1923. 

CPR Routes, Branch lines 

121 

827 

828.1 

828.2 

828.3 

872.2 

370.3 

842 

832 

833 
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March 5, 1895 - November 4, 1896. 

Main Freight Route. 
December 6, 1901 - September 26, 1907. 
Proposed routes, changes in Alberta, British Columbia. 

Proposed branch lines: Saskatchewan and 
Medicine Hat to Vermilion. 
July 10, 1912 - January 8, 1913. 
Includes cereal crop production in Alberta, 
comparison of southern, northern sections, 
CPR charters (original to 1912). 
Maps filed in map chest. 

CPR branch lines from Acme east: 
Memorandum on grades and coal supplies. 
July 9 - 24, 1913. 
[W.A. James, J.S. Dennis]. 

Main line versus Crows Nest Pass as route for 
Lethbridge grain to Vancouver. 
January 28 - February 11, 1916. 
[G.R. Marnoch, F.M. Black, R.B. Bennett]. 

122 

962.3 

829 

862 

332.1 

863.2 

Spiral Tunnels. 845 
August 26, 1924 - October 17, 1924. 
Includes maps, blue-print plan of tunnels, pamphlets, 
photographs, CPR menu. 
William Pearce disputed accuracy of illustration. 
[F.H. Peters, G.G. Ommanney, J.C.S. Bennett, photographer, 
A.C. Leighton, artist]. 

CPR Properties 

Naming of CPR Towns: Draft lists. 
n.d. [1909?]. 

839 

Naming of CPR stations, Western section. 840 
May 22 - June 17, 1909; March 12, 1925 - October 20, 1927. 
[J.A. Jaffray, J.N. Wallace, John McDougall]. 

B.C. Properties. 
August 24, 1910 - February 25, 1918. 
Trout Lake, Silverton townsites. 
Registration of lots, plans in E. Kootenay, W. Robson. 
Timber rights on mining claims. 

702.1 
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British Columbia tie reserves: 
Memoranda. 
November 27, 1912; September 23 - October 22, 1913; 
June 9 - 14, 1924. 
Includes questions re: validity of survey, access to 
CPR timber, reserves foi pulp~ood timber, 
carbonizing coal at Ford plant, commission to look 
into pulpwood embargo. 

Fernie: Disposition of lots and buildings owned by 
the Coal company. 
March 8 , 190 4. 
[J.S. Dennis]. 

Harbour and port facilities: 
Memoranda. 
January 31 - May 2, 1924. 

Roads 

123 

846 

972 

373 

Automobile routes in the Rocky Mountains and Alberta. 479.1 
February 23, 1913 - August 24, 1914. 

--'?" Includes "Memorandum on Dominion Parks", by J.B. Harkin,""-/'"""-"-'~"" 111{", , 

Banff - Winde)nere Highwa0.. f,u.tom~ •1:r,..<1--e;:,c,,,t,,,~4 .. ,,,,~,, .. ,.,4 ~~·'H~{;i ~"t'}~Ctuv2.t1 .Uc,d~ 
[E. Deville, C. Magrath, Tom Wilson, R.B. Bennett]. 'J J 

A-Y-t,..g mo b i l,e~-r-cr11t1::S"-·±rr~-tt"E!·rt1r-1n=nr-1::tri,r"'1rro,rrrt:"~1:trs''• 
.4 p r i 1: i,.'f""""'J,J),U."""""'"'°,Gc;t,0-,,)},e,Jl',,""'"7""';t~-,~·1:·"J"r{}~'" 
t~ o bi 1 e .~ ~a,.a.t,~.-p.i:,~4,,n,,g,-~--.!f"'!"'8'1'l~ 

~e. 
B-anff Wina.ermere ~<iHiHl opening, 

Automobile routes in the Rocky Mountains. 
April 6, 1916 - October 7, 1919. 
Maps filed in Map chest. 
Includes blue-print of roads, trails and routes 
through the mountain parks; letter to Military 
Hospital Commission; Trans Canada highway. 

474.1 

479.2 

Automobile routes in Alberta and the Mountains. 479.3 
June 4, 1920 - June 28, 1923. 
Promotion of roads for tourist travel in Alberta 
and the Rocky Mountains; Opening the Banff-Windermere Road. 

"Automobile routes in Alberta to the east of the 
Mountains; and adjacent to the Rocky Mountains in 
Western Alberta and Eastern British Columbia." 
n.d., July 15, 1922; September 17, 1923. 
William Pearce's address to Good Roads Convention. 

893 
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Automobile routes in Alberta and the Mountains: 
Correspondence. 
April 2, 1924 - April 5, 1927. 
[Calgary Automobile Club]. 

Gravelled roads in Alberta: 
Memoranda, correspondence. 
September 17, 1923 - September 8, 1924. 
Includes roads in mountains and national parks; 
and letter to G. Tassie on water power. 

Highways in Alberta: 
Memorandum on proposed legislation. 
(Highways Act). 
January 14, 1922. 

Roads - Northern Alberta. 
August 23 - 26, 1918. 
Condition of roads between Spirit River, Pouce Coupe, 
Grande Prairie. 

Automobile Associations: 
Membership, publicity. 
September 27, 1917 - August 22, 1928. 
Good Roads Association, Calgary Automobile Club. 

Navigable Rivers and Lakes 

124 

479.4 

406 

369 

2138 

480.1 

Drainage of Marsh lands and lowering water level of Lakes 245 
Manitoba, Winnipeg, and Winnipegosis: Reports. 
April 21, 1886 - September 24, 1894. 
[Walter Moberly]. 

Navigable rivers - St. Andrew's Rapids Lock. 872.1 
November 11, 1914 - April 25, 1916. 
Statistics re construction, maintenance of St. Andrew's 
Rapids Lock (Red River, Manitoba). 

Navigable Rivers - navigation of the Saskatchewan River and 437.5 
its north branch: 
Memorandum. 
n.d. 

North Saskatchewan River: 
Proposal to make navigable: Memoranda. 
[April 26] - May 4, 1916. 
Absurdity of the proposal. 
[W.J. Black; R.B. Bennett]. 

392 
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Navigation of North Saskatchewan River for transport 
of coal: 
Memoranda. 
July 12, 1921. 
[J.L. Cote; J.S. Dennis; A.J. MacLean]. 

125 

415 
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Pearce was among the key figures responsible for the plan to 
reserve national parks in the Rocky Mountains in the 1880's. He was 
also instrumental in drafting regulations governing activities in the 
parks. In later years, he was active in efforts to publicize the 
parks and to prevent reductions in the size of Banff park. Water 
storage in the parks was an issue of further concern to him. For 
further information pertaining to water power and to roads in the 
parks, the researcher should refer to the series on water power and 
transportation respectively. 

->- '"'"-""""'"''""' "·· VIA,,,&•"""""' " I ';/,,, ?,, - I " 

History of the Rocky Mountain Parks. 
1913; June 28, 1922 - January 7, 1925. 
Tom Wilson's histories of the Parks and Pearce's 
comments thereon. 
[J.B. Harkin]. 

Rocky Mountain Parks: 
Establishment. 
April 22, 1924 - January 30, 1925. 
William Pearce's history of parks. 
Blueprint of "leading parks" (in map chest). 
Discovery of Banff Hot Springs. 
[F.W. Godsal; Andrew Sibbald]. 

Banff Park: Regulations. 
February 21, 1887 - December 1, 1903. 
Includes suggested ban on automobiles in the Parks; 
map of reserve around Castle Mountain; 
draft legislation; rules for mining. 
[T.M. Rothwell, A.M. Burgess]. 

475, 

473 

Banff Park: Regulations. 511 
May 27 - August 6, 1887. 
Estab{g.shment of commercial enterprises in the townsite, 
dubious behaviour by the Park superintendent; 
instruction from the Minister. 
[A.M. Burgess, Thomas White]. 
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Buffalo shipped to Banff. 
December 21, 1897 - March 23, 1898. 
Buffalo from Winnipeg & Texas; advice on moving 
beasts; Lord Strathcona's buffalo. 
[Clifford Sifton]. 

Publicity for the mountain parks: 
Correspondence. 
October 30 - November 15, 1907. 

Hudson's Bay Company lands within the National Parks: 
Request for information. 
November 27, 1912. 

Rocky Mountain (i.e. Banff) Park: 
Correspondence. ~ 1-

A pr i 1 1 -~ }1 913 • f Sep t ember A 2 7 , 1 91 7 • fl.-(c,y~,l I - 'a "1 :; 14 i '3 .'.> 
Concern that frank Oliver had arbitrarily reduced the 
size of the Park, confirmation of Pearce's investigation 
of Hot Springs claims. 
[J.S. Dennis, J.B. Harkin, Department of the Interior]. 

Glacier Park, Montana: 
Requests for information. 
February 4 - July 21, 1913. 
Brochures. 

Storage of water in parks (i.e. dams and reservoirs). 
January 3 - December 27, 1924. 
Spray lakes, Waterton Lake, Minnewanka. 
[George Hoadley, G.R. Marnock, R.B. Bennett]. 

\ ·-'CO - 4 

Commissions 

127 

608.3 

478 

354 

476 

477 

420 

A keen student of political and economic affairs in Canada, 
Pearce followed, and occasionally contributed to, the proceedings of 
national commissions. He served as a commissioner on both the 
Railway Rates Commission of 1894-1895 and the Economic and 
Development Commission of 1916. In conjunction with his work for the 
Economic and Development Commission,Pearce~prepared detailed reports 
and statistical studies of western population, settlement, resources 
and railways. 

Railway Rates Commission: 230.1 
Statements, exhibits. 
November 27, 1894 - [December, 1894]. 
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Railway Rates Commission: Proceedings at various 
centres. 
November 26, 1894 - February 9, 1895. 

Railway Rates Commission. 
July 5, 1894 - June 15, 1895. 
Articles, addresses, statistics re: freight rates; 
brief to commission by H. W. McNeill; 
William Pearce's appointment to Commission. 

128 

230.2 

830 

Railway Rates Commission 831 
June 27, 1895 - July 14, 1896. 
Charges that the Commissioners sided with the 
railways. .··. ·· 
N ewsclipping re: Commission; freight rates ir·general. 
Requests for statistical reports on railway raffic rates, 
from various U.S. agencies. 
[F.G. Haultain, C.A. Magrath]. 

Railway Rates Commission. 865 
[1895]. 
William Pearce's notes re: tariffs on specific 
products on various American and Canadian 
railways; rough draft of portion of 
report on freight rates. 

North American Conservation Conference, Canadian 100 
Commission: Correspondence. 
March 31, 1909 - August 23, 1917. 
James White, Chairman. 
Location for dams for irrigation, water storage -
Oldman River; forestry, phosphate deposits near Banff. 
Correspondence on municipal indebtedness and assessment. 

Dominion Royal Commission [on Natural Resources, Trade 101 
and Commerce of the Empire]. 
July 24, 1914 - March 17, 1917. 
Includes transcript of William Pearce's evidence 
given October, 1916, water reserves for irrigation, flood 
control; coal, oil, settlement. William Pearce's 
paper "Natural resources and their development in 
Alberta," 1914. 

Military Hospitals Commission: 113 
Special Bulletin, April 1916. 

International Joint Waterways Commission: 112 
Correspondence. 
July 25, 1919 - January 29, 1921. 
Re: Pollution in waters. 
Report filed in Publications box. 
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Economic and Development Commission 

Canada. Economic and Development Commission: 
Charts - "Economic Conditions in Canada, 
particularly in the three Prairie Provinces ••• " 
Compiled by William Pearce and N. Cauchon. 
Ottawa: 1916. 
Bound in portfolio. 

Narramore, C. 
February 14 - 24, 1917. 
Requests for statistical data received by William Pearce 
as Commission member; history and mandate of Commission. 

Report by William Pearce, Part IV 
undated memoranda, table of contents; 
mostly on expenditure on railways, population, 
data for western cities and towns. 

129 

103.2 

108.1 

Progress Report on Settlement, 1916: William Pearce's drafts, mostly 
undated. I 

Progess report op settlement: 
Correspondence d~ted section of report. 
1873 - 1~15. 
[Senators Lougheed, Rose], NWMP expenditures. 
1873 - 1915. 

304.1 

Progress report on settlement pages 22-83 304.2 
(Incomplete) 
Includes immigration, railway, land grants, homestead 
lands, hamlet system of settlement, ports, class of immigrants 
desired. 

Hamlet system of settlement; 
Railway Service, pages 17-23. 

Class of immigrants desired. 

Expenditures of federal government in the Western 
Provinces, 1867 - 1914. 

Approximate boundaries of settled portions of 
the three prairie provinces. 

Population 

The three Prairie Provinces: 
Data taken from census 1911-16. 

304.3 

304.4 

304.5 

304.6 

304.7 

874 
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Immigration: Memoranda, statistics. 
July 22, 1914; January 5 - July 11, 1916. 

Economic and Development Commission. 
October 19, 1915; February 8 - November 2, 1916. 
Settlement, resources, enlistment. 
Includes fragment of memorandum on the adjournment 
of the Commission. 
[F.C. Lynch, Nolan Cauchon, James A. Lougheed]. 

Disposition of Public Domain: 
Portions of reports to James A. Lougheed and others. 
December 20, 1915 - July 8, 1916. 

Settlement after the War. 
December 29, 1915 - November 16, 1918. 
Land plans for soldiers, immigration. 
Calgary Board of Trade - Retired Soldiers Committee. 
Soldier Settlement Board - reclaimed lands. 

Shaughnessy, Sir Thomas: "A railway president's 
view [on settlement, immigration, resource 
development]." 
March, 1916. 
Effect of ~ecruitment of ~~our force into the army. 
~, ~,t,.:u~ ,p",l.11-" ~.~.01, l p- t?>t)~IV4 ~u.)J 

(f 

Postwar settlement on unsold homesteads: 
Memoranda. 
January 11, .1916. 
Immigration and settlement near railway lines; 
employment of returned soldiers on farms. 
[F.C. Harrison, W.J. Roche]. 

Homestead entries and cancellations: 
Correspondence, statistics. 
[January 15], March 3 - June 23, 1916. 
Includes: maps of entries in Peace River district; 
memorandum on type of settler and farms desired. 

Municipal indebtedness. 
February 24 - August 25, 1916. 
U.S. Comparisons, Prairie Provinces data. 
[C.A. Magrath]. 

Hudson's Bay Company lands: 
Sales to December 1, 1915. (prairies) 
February 26 - July 5, 1916. 
Map filed in map chest. 

130 

315 

102 

244 

306 

311 

57.2 

345 

398.2 

57.1 
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Agricultural Statistics: Three Prairie Provinces. 
February 25 - July 10, 1916. 
Requests for data, final report. 
Map in map chest. 

Vacant (wild) lands in the Prairie Provinces: 
Requests for statistics. 
February 28 - June 17, 1916. 

Railway Expenditures - Bond Issues. 
1916. 

Reports, memoranda, statistics. 
March 1 - October 23, 1916. 
Chart filed in map chest. 
[Sir Henry Drayton, Sir Thomas Shaunessy]. 

Railway Subsidies. 
March 6 - August 22, 1916. 
Phys{c.al factors controlling freight rates; 
Bond g\iarantees on rail lines; 
Subsidies, land grants to various railways. 

Settlement: Press Clippings. 
March 10 - 21, 1916. 
Includes Lord Shaunessy's speech, 
enlistment. -~. ""''"'""""#"..., ~# ~~Ii· 

Hudson's Bay Railway: Statistical study for feasibility: 
Correspondence, report. 
March 31 - May 19, 1916. 
Report: "Port Nelson versus Fort William and Vancouver 
as port for exports to Europe from the Canadian 
Prairie Provinces." 
Includes maps with routes sketched. 
Follow-up data in file -851.2. 

Livestock shipments and imports: Statistics. 
April 6 - September 18, 1916. 
Includes memorandum (3p.) on forest products. 

Den~ity of Population in the three Prairie Provinces: 
Tables, memoranda. 
April 18 - June 21, 1916. 
Based on census of 1911. Map in map chest. 

Economic and Development Commission: 
Hansard: Report of discussion on members and 
officials of the Commission. 
May 9, 1916. 

131 

870.1 

254 

857 

104 

857 

270 

851.1 

97.2 

873 

110 
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Economic and Development Commission: 
Miscellaneous memoranda. 
[July 15 - 22, 1916]. 
Includes Rocky Mountains Parks, 
immigration, Peace River District, navigation 
on North Saskatchewan River. 

Economic and Development Commission: 
Reports to Sir Henry Drayton. 
July 25 - August 25, 1916. 
Railway statistics. 

Shipments of forest products: 
Report, request for statistics. 
August 2 - September 1, 1916. 

Report by William Pearce. 
September 15, 1916. 
Immigration, settlement, resources, railways. 

Economic and Development Commission: 
Correspondence. 
October 31, 1916 - September 5, 1917. 
Distribution of charts and reports. 
Peace River report, 1917. 

Statistics 

132 

106.1 

108.2 

126 

105 

103.1 

To buttress his arguments regarding particular economic or 
political policies, Pearce invariably collected pertinent statistical 
information. While much of his data is included in subject files in 
other series, certain portions of his statistical work falls outside 
the confines of these series and have thus been placed in a separate 
series. Chief among the subjects dealt with in this series are: 
municipal finances on the prairies, and a comparison of certain 
demographic, social and economic features of northern and southern 
Alberta. 

Statistics: General. 
September 25, 1916 - June 19, 1925. 
Requests for statistics. 

Alberta Government Telephone System: 
Correspondence, financial statistics. 
June 16, 1913; February 9, 1914 - June 6, 1918; 
August 20, 1926. 
Public versus private ownership. 
Blueprint placed in map chest. 

872.3 

61 
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Imports and exports of Canada: Memoranda. 
January 11 - March 7, 1917. 
[R.H. Coats, J.S. Dennis, C.A. Magrath]. 

Winnipeg municipal statistics. 
April 30, 1914; April 30, 1917. 
Annual reports of Sinking Fund Trustees of 
City of Winnipeg. 

Lethbridge Municipal finances. 
June 30, 1914. 
Summary of data re: municipal debt, taxation, 
local improvements. 

Manitoba cities and towns: Annual reports for 1916. 
December 31, 1916 - October 30, 1917. 
Reports, correspondence. 

Manitoba & Saskatchewan School Districts: 
Financial statements for 1916. 
December 31, 1916 - October 15, 1917. 

Saskatchewan cities, towns and school districts: 
Annual reports for 1916. 
December 31, 1916 - October 31, 1917. 

Alberta cities, towns and school districts: 
Annual reports for 1916. 
February 22 - October 25, 1917. 

__ Municipal indebtedness: Requests for statistics. 
August 25 - December 30, 1916. 
Chart filed in map chest. 

Municipal indebtedness: Correspondence requesting 
statistics. 
April 5 - October 26, 1917. 
Charts filed in map chest. 

/ Municipal indebtedness: Statistical charts. 
April 14 - June 4, 1917. 

Municipal statistics: section no. 2: 
Requests for data. 
November 14, 1917 - April 5, 1918. 
Based on annual reports. 
Includes some school districts. 

133 

390 

948 

1053 

951 

953 

950 

949 

396.1 

396.2 

396.3 

397 
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Municipal indebtedness: Requests for data. 
January 3, 1919 - November 21, 1921. 
Maps and charts in map chest; pamphlets in 
Pubications box. 

Municipal indebtedness: Annual statements 
requested. 
March 13 - September 12, 1918. 
Annual reports filed in Publications box. 

\, 
Municipal indebtedness: Charts, graph ~tomparing 
Prairie cities. 
November 6, 1916j-March 15, 1918. 
Graph filed in map chest. 

~ 
Alberta statistics:Automobile licenses issued, 
by federal constituency. 
n.d. 
Shows small number of licences in Northern Alberta, 
as compared with Southern Alberta. 

Statistics: Commercial: Memoranda. 
December 11, 1912 - May 13, 1913. 
Northern versus Southern Alberta. 
Returns from post offices, clearing houses, elevators 
and mills; the latter two in relation to railways. 
[M.S. McCarthy, A. Price, J.S. Dennis]. 

Government expenditures, Northern & Southern 
Alberta: Correspondence, memoranda. 
December 30, 1912 - June 14, 1913 
North versus South: telephones, social works, 
education, railways. Includes redistribution. 
[T.W. Tweedie, E.M. Saunders, M.S. McCarthy]. 

Statistics: Population: Memoranda. 
January 3 - April 25/26, 1913. 
Northern versus Southern Alberta. 
Percentages of non-British stock in Northern Alberta. 

Statistics: Railways. 
December 12, 1912 - July 12, 1919. 
Subsidies, bonds, legislation. 
Northern versus Southern Alberta. 
Reference to "the mutiny against the Rutherford 
Government" & the Alberta and Great Waterways 
Railways. 

134 

398.1 

399 

400 

871 

393.2 

393.1 

393.3 

393.4 
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Statistics: Redistribution. 
November 28, 1912 - April 3, 1913. 
Northern versus Southern Alberta. 
[M.S. McCarthy, T.W. Tweedie]. 

Alberta Statistics: Redistribution, railways. 
February 20, 1914 - June 4, 1918. 

Statistics: Telephones. 
December 16, 1912 - April 5, 1913. 
Northern versus Southern Alberta. 

Statistics: Voting. 
April 22 - 30, 1913. 
Northern versus Southern Alberta. 
Includes map of Lethbridge city. 

Calgary 

135 

393.5 

394 

393.6 

393.7 

From the outset of his domicile in Calgary in 1887, Pearce 
dedicated himself to the advancement of the residential and 
commercial development of that centre. While he was prevented from 
seeking political office during his careers with the federal 
government and the CPR, he succeeded in shaping community affairs to 
a substantial extent as an individual and as a member of civic 
commissions and associations. A strong advocate of fiscal 
responsibility in municipal affairs, Pearce was critical of the 
spending priorities of successive civic administrations. As a 
proponent of long-term planning and parks development, he was 
instrumental in the creation of the St. George's Island and Mewata 
parks. He also served on civic commissions designed to consider 
Calgary's future needs. 

In the area of health care, Pearce was responsible for the 
reservation of land for the Calgary General Hospital as early as 
1891. In the field of education, he was active in the estabilshment 
of St. Hilda's School and Western Canada College. 

Through his membership in the Calgary Board of Trade, Pearce also 
worked to further the business and industrial interests of Calgary. 
In a special project carried out for the Board, he compared a number 
of aspects of the civic development of Edmonton and Calgary in order 
to demonstrate the superiority of the southern city. 
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Calgary= Administration 

Thomas White, Minister of the Interior. 
Correspondence on Calgary delegation 
on mineral and land grants. 
January 3 - 11, 1888. 

Proclamation incorporating the Town 
of Calgary, describing boundaries: 
Correspondence requesting copy of proclamation 
and ordinances. 
May 27 - 30, 1891. 

Request to legislature for certain ordinates: 
News clippings. 
July 6, 1892. 
Ordinafices pertain to land purchase; bridge, 
dam, sewer construction, street naming. 

Orr, Wesley F., Mayor. 
February 14, 1893 - October 8, 1898. 
Calgary promotion, irrigation, C & E Railway land claim. 

East Calgary: Proposed separation from the 
Corporation of Calgary. 
November 19, 1902. 
Taxpayers' burden outside Corporation limits; planting of 
trees on Irvine Street; 
parks on Bow River islands. 

Calgary: General administration. 
July 31, 1905 - October 29, 1925. 
Includes assessment, taxation; streetcar system, 
water supply, mains; tramps and loafers; 
cattle at large; condition of streets and lighting. 
Health: restaurant regulations, 
influenza regulations, 1918; 
Slaughterhouse conditions; 
nuisance grounds. 

Civic Government. 
December 28, 1907 - October 29, 1925. 
Includes commiss~on system of government; 
proportional representation; 
municipal campaigns: candidates, literature, 
congratulations to winners. 

Municipal administration: 
Memorandum and correspondence. 
January 5 - 31, 1918. 
[Calgary Board of Trade]. 

136 

93 

94 

86 

586 

184 

67.1 

67.4 

395 
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Calgary= Town planning, Parks. 

Calgary Boulevard reservation in Calgary 
subdivision, Villa Lots: 
Correspondence, plans. 
April 23, 1888 - January 29, 1904. 
Calgary - Medicine Hat Land Co., Canada 
Northwest Land Co. 
Calgary General Hospital property. 
Maps in map chest. 
[A.M. Burgess, W.B. Scarth, L.A. Hamilton, E. Deville]. 

Calgary Boulevard and Villa Lots: 
Surveys and sale. 
May 28 - November 24, 1902. 
Prices, survey instructions, plot plan. 

Calgary Town Planning: 
Memorandum to Thomas H. Mawson. 
June 23, 1913. 
Blue-prints filed in map chest. 

Valuation of vacant property in 
Calgary for taxation. 
December 9, 1915 - May 15, 1917. 
"Grierson appeal", 1917, Edmonton. 
Pearce versus Calgary assessment case. 
Opposition to single tax. 
[J.C. Gwillim, J.L. Doupe, O.M. Biggar]. 

Calgary Parks: Islands in Bow River: 
Correspondence. 
December 24, 1887 - December 5, 1902. 
Petition of Calgary Town Council to Minister 
of the Interior. 
Transfer of islands to City. 

Calgary Parks: Islands in Bow River: 
Correspondence. 
April 3 - 8, 1908. 

Calga,ry Parks Commission. 
June 24 - December 27, 1909. 
Re: offer of William Pearce's lots to City for parks. 
Parks plan for city: roads, public transport. 
[A. Terrill, Chairman of Parks Board]. 

Calgary Parks Board: 
Correspondence, memoranda on reservation of lands. 
January 3 - November 15, 1910. 
Includes Island Parks. 
[Rev. Dean Paget; Horticultural Society]. 

137 

75 

84.3 

290 

95 

91 

92 

84.2 

87.1 
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Calgary City Planning Commission and Parks Board. 
November 28, 1911 - November 8, 1913. 
Arts & Building Committee, Parks and Boulevards Committee. 

Calgary City Planning Commission: 
Correspondence on parks, playgrounds, etc. 
December 1, 1913 - May 20, 1919. 
Calgary Town Planning Scheme. 
[Vacant Lots Garden Club, Thomas Mawson]. 

Superintendent of Parks: W.R. Reader. 
June 26, 1913 - April 25, 1925. 
Includes Vacant Lots Garden Club, Canadian Horticultural 
Society, irrigation. 

Parks: Correspondence. 
May 21, 1925. 
William Pearce's offer to City Commissioners of a piece 
of his land as a scenic parkway. 

Calgary - Services 

138 

87.2 

88 

77 

1056 

Bridges 78 

Calgary Centre Street Bridgi: Report of Committee 
of Canadian Society of Civil Engineers to investigate 
Alderman Fawkes' charges against the City Engineers. 
December 20, 1915. 

City of Calgary: Request to review credentials 
of J.E. Greene, bridge engineer: Correspondence. 
February 9 - 17, 1920. 

Cemetery 

Reservation of land for cemetery and exchange 
of site thereafter: Correspondence. 
September 22, 1884 - June 26, 1890. 

Reservation of CPR right-of-way 
for cemetery. 
November 11, 1895 - February 3, 1896. 
[Lyndwode Pereira]. 

Calgary nuisance ground: 
Complaint about illegal dumping. 
February 10, 1890. 

Closing of road allowance in 17th Avenue East. 
November 13, 1891 - October 24, 1892; 
June 29 - August 4, 1909. 

542 

346.1 

255 

346.3 

96 
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Memoranda, correspondence, maps. 
[June or July] 2, 1910 - December 29, 1913. 
Elbow River water for city and irrigation use. 
Includes conservation of flood discharge in Rocky 
Mountains. Maps filed in map chest. 

Calgary= Education 

Girls' High School, Calgary: 
Correspondence. 
March 10, 1888 - November 4, 1891; July 11, 1892. 
Establishment of boarding school under auspices of 
Anglican Church. 
[Mary Crawford, Robert Crawford, Maud Crawford]. 

University site, Calgary. 
February 16 - 17, 1904. 
Possible Government donation of land. 
[A.B. Cushing]. 

Western Canada College: Notices and correspondence 
to trustees and shareholders. 
July 8, 1903 - December 21, 1921. 
Includes financial statements, correspondence 
with Forestry Branch on trees for grounds. 
[Frank Oliver]. 

Burris, W.P. "The Public School System of Gary, 
Indiana." Washington, D.C.: U.S.G.P.O., 1914. 

Calgary School Board and Alberta education: 
Correspondence. 
January 26, 1915 - December 30, 1916. 
Provincial Institutes of Technology, statistics, 
William Pearce's views on education. 

Calgary School Board: School Sites. 
Schedule submitted by William Pearce. 
January 18, 1916. 
In portfolio. 

Calgary School Board. 
January 4, 1917 - December 26, 1924. 
Education statistics. 
[R. Boyle, Walter Murray]. 
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123 

124 

955 

114.1 

116 

114.2 
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Provincial Institute of Technology and Art, 
Calgary: Reports, correspondence, brief. 
December 28, 1920 - March 1, 1921. 
Includes Institute's calendar, 1920-21; 
Report of the Commission appointed to consider 
degree granting powers to Calgary College, 1915. 
[Engineering Institute of Canada, Calgary Branch]. 

f 

Education: Excessive,)1osts: Form letters, charts, 
graph; 
November, 1916 and Argonaut, 
March - April, 1923. 

Education costs: Statistics, correspondence. 
February 2, 1923 - May 30, 1924. 
[Michael Clark, Calgary School Board, Board of Trade, 
Mayor]. 

Calgary - Institutions 

Calgary General Hospital: Correspondence. 
January 15, 1914 - December 13, 1924. 
Purchase of site, request for historic outline 
for Calgary Historical Society. 
Includes Shaganappi, Mewata and Victoria Parks. 

Calgary General Hospital. 
November 26 - December 3, 1924. 
James Boarnes, Hospitals Department, City of Calgary; 
chronology of Hospital history. 

Calgary Post Office: Memorandum to Hon. Edgar. 
Dewdney, Minister of the Interior. 
February 6, 1892. 
Dispute over location, West versus East Calgary. 

Calgary Post Office~nce: 
William Pearce's report on construction. 
May 28 - July 23, 1898. 
Plan filed in map chest. 

Civic Associations 

Calgary Gun Club: Request for shooting 
reservation at Pigeon Lake. 
June 10, 1893 - July 2, 1894. 
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122 

119 

117 

83.1 

84 

84.1 

85 

481 
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Calgary South African Soldiers' Monument, Col. McLeod 
Chapter, IODE, Calgary: Correspondence. 
June 17, 1924 - April 16, 1926. 
Re: Obtaining materials and services from 
U.S. for Canadian memorial. 

Calgary Symphony Orchestra. 
January 5 - April 29, 1914. 
Requests for financial support. 

Calgary - Promotion 

Calgary as a location for a flouring mill: 
Correspondence. 
April 2 - December 19, 1898. 
[R.A. Ruttan]. 

Dominion Exhibition. 
April 18 - 20, 1908. 

Calgary Board of Trade 

Meetings, membership 

Calgary Board of Trade: 
Meetings, correspondence, publicity. 
January 7, 1916 - December 26, 1917. 

Calgary Board of Trade: Postcard notices of meetings, 
1918 - 1925. 

Calgary Board of Trade: Notices of general meetings, 
membership drives, budgets. 
January 11, 1918 - January 16, 1922. 

Calgary Board of Trade: 
Meetings, elections, membership. 
December 14, 1922 - January 9, 1929. 

Correspondence 

Calgary Board of Trade: Correspondence, memoranda. 
April 6, 1905 - December 29, 1908. 
CPR branch lines. 
Calgary sandstone promotion. 
Summary of Alberta post offices and bank agencies. 
Comparing Northern and Edmonton production with Southern 
and Calgary. 
Scenic tour routes in city. 
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67.3 

89 

66.2 

71.2 

71. 4 

72.2 

73.2 

70.1 
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Calgary Board of Trade: 
Correspondence, memoranda. 
January 7, 1909 - March 12, 1909. 
Daylight saving time (April 14, 1909). 
Railway Committee. 
Automobile routes for tourists (Banff). 

Calgary Board of Trade: 
Meetings, correspondence, promotions. 
January 10, 1913 - December 24, 1915. 
Mileage to coast: Crowsnest and main line routes 
compared. 
Formation of Stock Exchange. 

Calgary Board of Trade: Correspondence, notices of 
special meetings. 
January 8, 1918 - September 6, 1922. 
Includes Committee on Statistics; November 11 as permanent 
Thanksgiving Day; opposition to metric system; 
support for irrigation; 
Calgary versus Edmonton as convention centers; 
automobile roads in mountains; 
union of Canada and the West Indies; 
gold prospecting northwest of Calgary (January 12, 1920); 
carbonizing and briquetting coal (January 30, 1919). 
exports of cattle and horses: Calgary versus Edmonton 
statistics. 
Annual report, 1920, placed in Publications box. 

Calgary Board of Trade: Correspondence, 
circular letters. 
November 2, 1922 - February 22, 1929. 
Includes eight hour day legislation; 
Spray Lakes power project. 
Annual reports placed in Publications box. 

Issues 

Calgary Board of Trade: Canada - West Indies Union: 
Addresses, correspondence. 
March 11, 1920 - June 16, 1921. 

Canadian ports on the Pacific Ocean: 
Requests for data, reports presented. 
January 10, 1902 - April 8, 1924. 
Calgary as shipment point for prairie grain. 

Canadian Parts on the Pacific Ocean: 
Speeches. 
June, 1904; September 20, 1905. 
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Trade with British Empire: Correspondence. 
September 9 - November 26, 1925. 
[Grote Sterling, R.B. Bennett, Calgary Board of Trade]. 

Calgary compared with Edmonton as distributing point: 
mileages through Calgary to Vancouver port and through 
Edmonton to Port Simpson. Prepared for Calgary Board 
of Trade. 
May 9, 1904 - December 20, 1912. 
CPR vs. Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. 
[E.B. Osler]. 

Calgary compared with Edmonton: 
A. as centres according to census 

1901-1906-1911. 
B. [Population centers and railways]. 
C. Population within certain radius of 

Calgary and Edmonton. 
D. Bank clearings. 
Prepared December 30, 1912. 
Charts filed in map chest. 

Calgary compared with Edmonton: 
E. Cereals production, elevator capacity. 

Prepared October 12, 1912. 
F. Inland Revenue, Alberta, 1901-1912. 
G. Post Office Returns, Alberta, 1911-1912. 

Calgary compared with Edmonton: 
H. Customs Returns, Alberta, 1900/01-1911/12. 
I. Dominion Lands Revenue, 1910/11. 
K. Pu?lic Works Ex~

0

nditure. 1900/01-1911/12. 
L. Railways: Consttti~ted and funded, 

bonded by Government to 1911/12. 
M. Capital & Operating Expenditures, March 7, 1913. 

Includes University, Normal Schools, Telephones. 

Calgary compared with Edmonton: 
Railway mileage, grants: 
Request for statistics, March 15, 1915. 

Calgary compared with Edmonton 
as centers for conventions or assemblages: 
April 4, 1918 - April 14, 1920. 
Statistics - railway mileages. 
Includes B.C. & Saskatchewan cities & towns. 
Compare Macdonald and Palliser Hotels. 
Blue print graph filed in map chest. 
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An avid student of history, Pearce was inspired by his long 
experience in the west to comment on major historical events and 
phenomena affecting that region. In addition to responding to 
outside requests for factual details and personal impressions of 
historical events and place names, Pearce in later years took on the 
task of composing his own historical narrative of western Canada. 
This series contains copies and critiques of his unpublished 
manuscripts as well as correspondence relating to his efforts to 
publish the completed work. A number of historical associations, 

- including the Calgary Historical Society, are the subjects of further 
fiie~ in this series. 

Historical photographs: Requests. 
January 27, f912 - March 10, 1928. 

John Blue, "History of Alberta." 
May 29 - July 7, 1923. 
William Pearce's refusal to sponsor, or be 
included in, publication. 

""--._,_ 

Calgary Historical P~nt, 1925: 
Correspondence. 
February 17 - August 27, 1925. 
Includes Calgary Stampede and historical 
representation - floats of Land Surveyors; 
summary of surveys in Alberta; 
details of construction of Red River cart. 

Gifts to Calgary Museum: Correspondence. 
April 3-12, 1928. 
List of items: Red River cart, dog sled, 
canoe, dog harness; 
letters to ascertain location of items. 

Correspondents 

Historical matters: Miscellaneous correspondence. 
March 18, 1912 - September 10, 1926. 
Includes description of events at Frank Slide, 1915; 
place names; Index to The Canadian North-West, vol. l 

Campbell, Isaac: Correspondence. 
November 9 - December 12, 1923. 
Map of Winnipeg (1875) reproduced from letter of 
George Duck to his brother. 

Doughty, A.G. 
December 14, 1915 - April 17, 1925. 
Requests for publications. 

460.4 

471.1 

432 

90 

460.3 

360 
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Godsal, F.W.: "Old Times." 
November 5, 1920 - May 7, 1926. 
Godsal's experiences in the Northwest, 
beginning in the 1880's; 
General. descriptions of ranching lifestyle 
in the late 19th century. 
Explanations of place names: Kicking Horse Pass, 
Crow's Nest Pass. 

Goulet, Roger: 
January 5 - 20, 1920. 
William Pearce's request for biographical 
information on joulet. 

( r ·1·'0--e,, 
Hughes, KathL@c@:n: Correspondence. 
January 1 . 1916 - July 2~, 1917. 

Pn:,,{).,,(,is'\..,{c,,:a, • ./,t, •r·r·,;,,,,,1•cu11-·, f /vu/~ 
Steadman, Harry: 
Research correspondence on bull trains, 
whiskey traders, international boundary, 
transportation routes. 
March 26 - October 17, 1921. 

Wallace, J.N. - S.K. Pearce: Correspondence. 
December 13, 1932. r:,:1 
Suggested revisions to Historical Narrative, 
additional information on NWMP posts. 
Includes a good copy of Chapter 9. 

Wilson, Tom - Personal reminiscences. 
March 30 - April 1, 1910; April 8, 1924. 
Discoverer of ~Athabasca, Samuel Hearne; 
CPR Strike, 1881; 
prospecting days. 

Research 

"B.C. Biographies: clippings taken from the 
Vanouver Daily Province. Sent by G. C. Tassie, Golden." 
July 29- August 12, 1922. 

Coal Mining: Lethbridge, Souris coal. 
December 15, 1909. 
Brief history of coal mining at Lethbridge, 
particularly the Sheran mine and at Souris. 
[D. B. Dowling]. 
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"Titles to land in the three Prairie Provinces": 443 
typescript. 
August 1917. 
William Pearce's manuscript concerning Western Canada. 
Includes Map Fragment. 

"Titles to land in the Three Prairie Provinces": 4-49 
Correspondence. 
February 3, 1919; January 14-23, 1921. 
Comments from E. Deville and E.C.P. Cushing. 

"Titles to land in the Three Prairie Provinces": 
Critiques of finished paper. 
February 12 - March 29, 1920. 
[Laurence Burpee, Isaac Campbell]. 

444.7 

"Titles to Land in the Three Prairie Province": 469.1 
Research correspondence on railways. 
January 13, 1919- August 21, 1920. 
Includes telegraphs. Note from W. Sterling at 
beginning of file. 
[Isaac Campbell, H. Cambie]. 

Livingstone (Fort Pelly): Selection 437.1 
as capital of Northwest Territories: Correspondence. 
March 6, 1919; January 10 - July 27, 1925. 
Includes: location of NWMP post, David Laird's appointment, 
Indian Agents; early building; criticism of Department of 
Interior. 
Blue-print of map location. 

"Lone Pine" : Research correspondence. 444.6 
March 26 - April 1, 1921. 
Transportation and routes of same. 
[Jacob Smith]. 

Marquis of Lorne's journey, 1881: 431 
Correspondence and memorandum. 
April 21, 1926. 
Includes excerpt from Chambers, E.J., History of the 
Royal North-West Mounted Police, pages 67-69. 
[Jacob Smith]. 

Mail service: Research Correspondence. 
December 16, 1919 - July 28, 1920. 
Copy of paper. See also correspondence on the 
NWMP [August - September 1925]. 

444.2 
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North-West Mounted Police: "Six 
Months in the wilds of the North-West. 
Canadian Illustrated News, 
February 6 - May 22, 1875. 
Photocopies of reports and illustrations 
of the NWMP march West. (stored in map chest). 

Northwest Mounted Police: 
Research correspondence. 
December 5, 1919 - September 13, 1926. 
Includes postal communications. 
[Commissioners A. Bowen Perry, Courtlandt Starnes]. 

Photographs: Identification of Steamboats 
Baroness or Alberta, Medicine Hat. 
October 2-13, 1922. 

Communications: Research. 
Postal correspondence with Walter Huckvale. 
October 23 - November 12, 1924. 

Railways: Requests for information and statistics. 
March 23, 1921 - November 20, 1925. 

Railways. Correspondence re: 
history of the Great Northern Railway (B.C.) 
and CPR. 
March 3, 1922 - March 24, 1926. 

Railways: Crow's Nest Pass Rates: Correspondence, 
memorandum. 
November 15 - December 17, 1924. 
Historical background. 
Includes copies of Railway Board hearings on rates; 
F. Peters on route of CPR; William Pearce on location of 
main line. 

Railways: history of mainline CPR from Montreal 
to Port Moody, and main western subsidary, Crow's 
Nest Pass Railway", by William Pearce. 
December 12, 1924 - Feb. 15, 1925. 
Includes comments by Dr. Adam Shortt; 
copy of Blazing the Trail through the Rockies. 

Railways: "A brief history of the lands set apart for 
the construction of the railways, particularly the 
mainline of the Canadian Pacific Railway; also a 
history regarding the settlement of land in the 
immediate vicinity of Calgary,": Memoranda, 
correspondence. 
May 29 - July 16, 1925. 
Includes Calgary parks, islands. 
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Riel Rebellion, 1885: Research, correspondence. 44~ 
August 31, 1908 - April 30, 1929. 
Includes copies of Pearce's 1886 Report to the Minister of 
the Interior, in French (two copies in Publications box), 
and English (two photoprints in Publications box). 
Includes copy of proceedings of trial for High Treason 
of Thomas Maxwell Roche, Dublin, 1803; 
[Indictment of Louis Riel and copy of William Pearce's 
address to Alberta Military Institute. 

Settlement: Memorandum respecting Manitoba, 437~3 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. 
n.d. [1925]. 
Includes much on Edmonton surveys, claims to land, 
Selkirk's settlement, Garneau~- Walter land dispute, 
Father Lacombe. 

Settlement: Memorandum regarding the settlement 437.4 
of St. Albert. 
n.d. [1925]. 

Steamboats, water transportation: Research 444.5 
correspondence. 
February 13, 1919 - July 22, 1921. 

Stock watering reservations: Historical review. 
n.d. 

Telegraphs: Research correspondence. 
December 15, 1919 - August 2, 1920. 
Includes information on railways. 

Whiskey and fur traders in Southern Alberta. 
October 25, 1924. 
[Walter Huckvale]. 

Place Names 

Geographic Board of Canada: 
Correspondence on names. 
September 11, 1907 - December 13, 1921. 
Reports removed to Publications box. 

Place names, railway station names: 
Lists and correspondence. 
July 9, 1914 - January 25, 1915. 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. 

445.2 
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Coal Mining: Sheran Coal Mine, Lethbridge: 
Correspondence. 
September 15, 1925 - July 16, 1928. 
Collection of information for cairn 
commemorating opening of Sher~'aj coal mine; 
news clipping re: cairn; life & recollections of 
Mrs. Kate Sheran. 

Edmonton flood, 1915: Correspondence. 
July 12 - August 13, 1915. 
Flood levels in Edmonton, past & present; 
Storage of water from Bow, Belly Rivers. 

Edmonton: Press clippings: 
Biographies of A.D. Osborne, Joseph Macdonald. 
Land office rebellion. 

Exploration: "Condensed information on early 
exploration with particular reference to Alberta." 
n.d. [1925]. 

Half-breed and Indian Outbreak, 1885: 
October 16 - 27, 1923. 
Personal reminiscences 
re: causes, suppression of uprising. 

Hector, Sir James: Memorial and repair of 
son's gravestone at Revelstoke: Correspondence. 
November 4, 1921 - July 7, 1928. 
[A. O. Wheeler, F. W. Godsal, Charles Mair]. 

Kennedy, Dr. G.A. "The last great Indian battle; 
an episode in the early history of Alberta." 
n.d. 

"Laird's Administration and Councils, 1876-1881." 
Extracts from! History of Saskatchewan and the Old 
North West. 
n.d. 
Memorandum on contents, by William Pearce. 

"Titles to land in the three Prairie Provinces": 
Correspondence regarding preparation, correction and 
publication of paper. 
[July 4, 1917 - January 22, 1920]. 
Includes: water reservations, river lot surveys, 
Hudson's Bay Co., reserve lands. 
This paper led to William Pearce preparing his 
historical narrative. 
[Robert Lang Case]. 
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Kicking Horse Pass: Memorandum 
on origin of name. 
October 22, 1923. 
[F.W. Godsal]. 

Regina: Choice of site and name. 
Correspondence. 
October 4, 1921. 
[R. Douglas, Board of Geographic names]. 

Yellowhead Pass: Correspondence on 
history of Jasper and Tete Jaune Cache. 
January 18 - April 16, 1917. 
Origin of name. 
[Tom Wilson, H. Cambie, John Walter]. 

Historical Narrative 

Historical narrative: Table of Contents, receipts 
from critics. 
March 12 - August 27, 1926. 

Historical Narrative: Chapters 1-14. 
"Corrected" copy; second carbon; very fragile. 

Historical Narrative: Chapters 1-14. 
Revised copy, edited with index, by J.N. Jaffary, 1925. 
Includes portrait of William Pearce. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 1, 
"Notes on Land Titles and Early Development of the 
Three Prairie Provinces and to some extent 
British Columbia and Western Ontario." 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 1, 
"Titles to Land in the three Prairie Provinces ••• " 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 1, 
"Titles to Land in the Three Prairie Provinces ••• " 
Annotations inserted by [A.N. or A.M.]. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 2, "Railways." 
Revised Draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 2, "Railways." 
Corrected Copy. 
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Historical Narrative: Chapter 3, 
"Postal Communication in the Three Prairie Provinces." 
Revised Draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 3, 
"Postal Communications in the Three Prairie Provinces.'' 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 4, 
"Mail Facilities in British Columbia." 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 4, 
"Mail Facilities in British Columbia." 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 5, 
"Telegraph and Telephone Communication." 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 5, 
"Telegraph and Telephone Communication. 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 5, 
"Telegraph and Telephone Communication." 
Edited copy. 

Navigation of the Saskatchewan and the North branch 
thereof: Memorandum. 
n.d. [1925]. 
[Part of chapter 6 of Historical Narrative]. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 6, 
"Early Navigation of Rivers." 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 6, 
"Early Navigation of rivers." 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 6, 
"Early Navigation of Rivers." 
with inserts and revisions that are not in other copies. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 7, 
"Transportation and routes of same." No. 1. 
Revised draft. 
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Historical Narrative: Chapter 7, 
"Transportation and routes of same." No. 1. 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 7, 
"Transportation and routes of same." 
with numerous revisions. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 8, 
"International Boundary - Defining Same." 
(Transportation - no. 2) 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 8, 
"International Boundary - Defining Same." 
(Transportation - no. 2) 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 8, 
International Boundary - Defining Same." 
(Transportation - no. 2) 
Revisions by two readers. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 9, 
"Route travelled by the North-West Mounted Police 
in 1874." 
(Transportation - no. 3) 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 9, 
"Route Travelled by the North-West Mounted 
Police in 1874." 
(Transportation - no. 3) 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 9, 
"Route Travelled by North-West Mounted Police 
in 1874." 
(Transportation - no. 3) 
Revisions by "A.M." or "A.N." and 
another reader. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 10, 
"Bull Trains." 
(Transportation - no. 4) 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 10, 
"Bull Trains." 
(Transportation - no. 4) 
Corrected copy. 
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Historical Narrative. Chapter 10, 
"Bull Trains." 
(Transportation - no. 4) 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 11, "Half Breed 
Settlements, Saskatchewan and Alberta." 
October 18, 1928. 
Correspondence and revision. 
Includes "Buffalo Pounds, Enclosures and 
Locations for Slaughtering Buffalo." 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 11, 
"Half-Breed Settlements ••• " 

Historical Narrative - Chapter 11, 
"Half Breed Settlements in what are now 
Saskatchewan and Alberta." 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 11, 
"Half-Breed Settlements in Districts that 
are now Saskatchewan and Alberta." 
Corrected Copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 12, 
"Whiskey and Fur Traders in Southern Alberta." 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 12, 
"Whiskey and Fur Traders in Sourthern Alberta." 
Corrected" copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 12, 
"Whiskey and fur traders ••• " 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 13, 
"Extermination of the Buffalo." 
Revised draft. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 13, 
"Extermination of the Buffalo." 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 13, 
"Extermination of the Buffalo." 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 14, 
"Wolfers." 
Revised draft. 
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Historical Nariative: Chapter 14, 
"Wolfers." 
Corrected copy. 

Historical Narrative: Chapter 14, 
"Wolfers." 

Historical Narrative: "Photographs of early 
days:" Correspondence requesting photographs. 
January 8, 1920 - November 26, 1928. 
[H. Pollard, H. Lumsden]. 

Historical Narrative: Correspondence, 
critiques of manuscript, attempts to publish. 
November 30, 1921 - December 27, 1922. 
[L. J. Burpee, Chester Martin, John Blue, C. R. Fay]. 

Historical Narrative: Critiques, attempts to publish. 
January 2 - September 17, 1923. 
[Gilbert Tassie, Hugh J. Macdonald]. 

Historical Narrative: Critiques, attempts to publish, 
provision of additional information. 
September 22, 1923 - May 30, 1924. 
[Walter Huckvale, Nicholas Beck, Chester Martin, 
Justice D. L. Scott, A. Norquay, Col. James Walker]. 

Historical Narrative: Critiques and revisions, attempts 
to publish. 
October 29, 1924 - December 19, 1928. 
Includes requests for photographs. 
[F.W. Peters, J. A. Jaffary, Campbell Innes]. 

Associations 

Calgary Historical Society: 
Correspondence on historical matters. 
Ju 1 y 21 , 1 915 - May 2 7 , 192 5 • 

Calgary Historical Society: 
Formation, notices of meetings. 
October 17, 1923 - December 15, 1925. 

Calgary Historical Society: Correspondence. 
October 27 - December 18, 1923. 
Publications, Maps (stored in map chest). 
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Calgary Historical Society: Correspondence. 
January 15, 1924 - September 25, 1925. 
Andrew Sibbald (Chief Chiniqui) 
Wintering places of halfbreeds 
Old Bow Fort, Buffalo Pounds 
National Parks, Sheran Coal Mine 
Publications for Society's Library 

Calgary Historical Society: 
Red River Cart and other Artifacts. 
August 26, 1925 - March 10, 1926. 

Calgary Historical Society. 
March 19 - September 20, 1926. 
Map stored in map chest. 
Extract on Laird's Administration and Councils, 
1876-81 from Black, "History of Saskatchewan and 
the old North West." 
Shushwap and Okanagan Railway. 
Lord Lorne. 

Calgary Old Timer's Association (later Southern 
Alberta Pioneers' and Old Timers' Association): 
Meetings. October 13, 1910; 
December 13, 1912 - November 7, 1913. 

Lethbridge Historical Society: 
Correspondence with Calgary Society. 
January 8 - March 6, 1924. 
Includes jumping pounds. 

Southern Alberta Pioneers' and Old Timers' 
Association: Meetings membership, consitution. 
January 6, 1921 - Janury 19, 1927. 

\ 

Includes Calgary Herald Souveni~~ 1923 - portraits 
of old timers and wives (William Pearce and Mrs. Pearce). 
Certificate filed in map chest. 
[F. W. Godsal, Harold Riley]. 
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34.3 
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53.1 

34.4 

53.2 

Western Canada Historical Society 51 
(later Calgary Historical Society): Minutes, 
correspondence. 
[January 15, 1902- March 9, 1904]. 
Incorporation Bill, su~gestBd research. 
Clippings placed in map chest. 
[Frank Oliver, G.A. Kennedy, John McDougall; Territorial 
Natural History Society]. 
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In keeping with his insatiable curiosity about people, 
institutions and events, Pearce compiled a number of files which do 
not fall into any o~ the other subject series, but which contain 
information on a vart~ty of miscellaneous topics. One such file 
deals with the post office and, in particular, with the problem of 
misdirected mail. Another group of files deals with weather and 
climate for western Canada and other regions. A number of 
miscellaneous newspaper articles and publications are also included 
in this series. 

General 
Reuben Traveller: inscription on gravestone, Ottawa. 
n.d. 

General 
Publicity brochure re: Vancouver 
[n.d.] 

General. 
Northern Construction Co. Ltd.: Ballantyne 
Pier Contract P~ss. 
n.d. 

General: Public requests for information. 
June 19, 1918 - March 13, 1926. 
Value of a rock sample, 
Hong-Kong Flour Mill, 
possiblity of extending rail link to a 
lumber company operation. 

Post Office: Correspondence. 
July 18, 1912 - June 10, 1920. 
Misdirected mail, 
Letter of thanks for copy of painting. 

Meteorology 

Meteorology, climate, weather: 
Correspondence. 
October 8 - 18, 1912, October 14 - 16, 1925. 

Meteorology: Correspondence, publications. 
- February 15, 1917 - March 8, 1927. 

Request for information, statistics. 
Chinooks - Pearce's theory; investigation by 
meteorological department. 
Mean temperatures of prairies for winters of 
1877-78 and 1925-26. 
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"Charts showing the mean, monthly and annual 
temperatures of Hudson's Bay region and eastern 
Canada, September 1884 to October 1885," by 
Andrew R. Gordon. 
May 21, 1889. 
Coloured Charts. 

Prevention of hail storms by the use of cannon: 
Publications, correspondence. 
June 13, 1900 - April 24, 1902. 
National Geographic, June, 1900, 
filed in Publications box. 

Meteorology: Information, reports. 
September 24, 1908 - November 14, 1916. 
Weather reports for Western Canada. 
Agricultural meteorology - results of Special 
international commission. 

USDA North Dakota Section: 
Climatological Science 
Annual Summaries, 1909-1917. 
Filed in Publications box. 

Abnormal Rainfall: Statistics for Hawaii, India 
Luzon. 
June 8, 1911 - March 27, 1912. 
Memoranda. 

Sunrise-sunset intervals in Canada: Memoranda. 
November 1 - December 6, 1918. 

Chinook winds: Memorandum addressed to 
"Sir Frederick" Haultain. 
October 26, 1923. 
Final copy and draft. 

Miscellaneous/ Newspapers & Publications 

German Publication Society. 
December 13, 1913 - December 18, 1914. 
Purchase of set of the German Classics 
and sectional bookcase. 

The Nova Scotian Newspaper, 
Halifax, Monday, December 6, 1847. 
"Old Newspaper" - cover sheet. 
Filed in Map Chest. 
Items o~ unreliable domestic gas supply. 
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William Pearce Documents in the Files of the 

Department of the Interior, Public Archives of Canada 

Vol . File Part Description Dates 

New Li st, R .G. 15/1: [ r..JG ti,,.._. 'R~ ls/· 

236 

246 

248 

281 

292 

295 

299 

7626 

23569 

25858 

49421 

58408 

58672 

58756 

61411 

61575 

63185 

301 65366 

306 65622 

319 74130 

74131 

74194 

320 74731 

321 75111 

1-3 

Request for employment 1877-1878, 1890 

Employment as Block Surveyor 

Appointment as Commissioner to 
investigate land claims in 
Manitoba with A. Walsh 

Proposal to grant 1 eave of 
absence from homesteads for 
medical reasons 

Report on settlers' claims in 
the CPR belt and south, by 
Pearce and Stephenson 

Report on state of Birtle Land 

1880 

1884 

1882 

1883 

Office 1883-1888 

Suggests ammendments to Lands 
Act 1883 

Report on Prince Albert claims 1882-1885 , 

A. Walsh, asking for a definition 
0 f Ef i 1: C h e S c;::A.u.., ··tt-<2, S 1883 

f.~5. ~ ?.\e.r.~.~':t:'-. :7.:. ~~~":1:z4.~Co.'s. 
Land Office, Nelson 1883 

Claims at Prince Albert 1883-1884 

Proposals for cancellation 
procedures 1883-1906 

Squatters 1 claims, Medicine Hat 1883-1884 

Squatters' claims, Regina 1883-1892 

Squatters' cl aims, Moose 
Jaw 1883-1884 

Prince Albert settlement 
transactions 1884 

Digest of Prince Albert claims 1884; 1907-1924 



322 

325 

336 

340 

353 

359 

361 

75777 

*75897 

80042 

84967 

88504 

88506 

92419 

92665 

95291 

96083 

Appointment of H.H. Smith, instead 
of W. Pearce, as Inspector of Land 
Agencies 1884 

Appointment as Superintendent of 
Mines 1884-1886, 1896-1897,1901-1904 

Re: Settlement Belt Survey, 
Battle River 1884-1888 

Dispute between Oliver and McLeod, 
Edmonton Settlement 1885 

Granting road allowances to Manitoba 1885 

Settlement survey, Lac La Biche 1884-1885 

Proposal re entries on cancelled 
land 1885-1886 

Entry made through an agent 1885-1886, 1888 

Complaining of Pearce's 
settlement at St. Albert 

Land claims, Dave Akers, Belly 

1885-1886 

and St. Mary's Rivers 1885-1894; 1915-1920 



01 d Bl a Seri es<) ~<1i 15/3 

424 

427 

432 

446 

453 

485 

519 

550 

551 

552 

604 

605 

636 

638 

639 

643 

657 

662 

672 

686 

111200 

112525 

113917 

118211 

120446 

137193 

149153 

161733 

163849 

164534 

212297 

213908 

241821 

246002 

249248 

256017 

281402 

287920 

301806 

302188 

330245 

Prince Albert claims 1886 

Land claims, St. Laurent, report 1886 

Victoria Settlement claims 1886 

Re Calgary Tribune reports, 
May 29 1886-1887 

That reservation at Fort Macleod be 
cancelled [1886] 

Banff Springs claims 1887 

Extracts, Land Board reports 1887 

Disposal of School Lands with 
mineral rights 1887-1890 

Squatters, Railway Belt 1887-1896 

Re: appointment as Inspector 
of Coal Mines 1887-1889 

Homesteads for NWMP 1889-1893 

Squatters on School Lands 1889-1890 

Water privileges, Railway 
Belt, B.C. 1890-1892 

Well drilling, Canadian 
Agriculture, Coal and 
Colonization Company 1890 

Re: sick horses 1890-1891 

Registration of Plans 1891 

Reports on various matters 1890 

Re: Territorial Real Property 
Act 1892 

Gold dredging on North 
Saskatchewan River 1892 

Re: Oil discovery SW-30-56-25 W4 
Edmonton District 

Re: Swedish squatters on 
40 & 41-1 W5 

1892 

1893 



714 369631 Reports of Railway Commission 
& Hansard 1894 

369882 Pearce appointed to Commission 
on Freight Rates, CPR 1894-1895 

717 377989 Walker Mining Company 1895-1899 



TMG Branch, RG 15,(3-Z.. 

1182 

1204 

1217 

1218 

1232 

1239 

1241 

10733 

141376 

168645 

175296 

233323 

233502 

307033 

315694 

352945 

1 

2 

Pearce appointed Superintendent 
of Mines 

Water rights for stockmen 

Investigation of water privileges, 
Pincher Creek 

Sending plan to John Sexsmith, 

1884 

1885 

1895 

High River 1888-1892 

Non-payment of grazing rent 1888-1893 

• ~ .~?"~\A.t:- -~~:J."';'V::. ?* -~~~ J~s.W""-S: s;e-<.prcs«~ J.::, be__ 
Nickerhoff] re: slate mining 1890-1891; 

Water diversion, Railway 
Belt, B .C . 

Re: Leased land, Alberta & 
Western Association 

Oliver: Organization of Company 

1905-1906 

1890 

1892 

to drill for oil [ on] { 1892-1893, 
government and CPR 1 and 1895 

Squatters, stock watering 
reserves 1894-1900 



TMG Branch: Rulings, R.G. 15/4 

1119 

1124 

240462 

263916 

Lac La Biche Settlement 

Taking evidence under oath 



Accession 74-169 

Canada Gazette: 

The William Pearce Papers 
1869 - 1930 

Speech from the Throne, 1st session, 9th 
Parliament; Proclamation of day of mourning 
for President McKinley. 
February 7 and September 18, 1901. 

Municipal Manuals - Calgary, Winnipeg. 
1917/18. 

News clipping re: "Somebody at Ottawa." 
June 4, 1916. 

Newspapers, publications: Correspondence. 
February 12, 1914 - March 25, 1918. 
Letters to editors re: unemployment. 

158 

387 

952 

\ 
'IJ 

~ '2.ISS 
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