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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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Macleod, Feb 28th 1898.

My own darling Husband,
Your two last letters, written the day of your departure from 

Vancouver reached me eight days after & found me in the midst of trouble, 
which for a time, seemed lessened, at sight of your dear handwriting & 
perusal of your missives. As usual, when “our [gard] man’s [awa]” is usually
the time when trials seem to overpower one. when I tell you that just a 
week after you left, Marie got the measles & was in bed for eight days, 
leaving me everything to do (except the dish-washing which was done by 
Creighton,) looking after the little ones, all the house work & nursing her, 
you can perhaps imagine how occupied I was. I could scarcely walk when 
night came being so fatigued. The very day she got up & could go into the 
kitchen, Gertrude got them – two days after Flora, & then again our dear 
little boy. They were all pretty sick, Baby especially due to his teething at 
the same time. They were in bed
-over-
[reverse]
P.S. A Registered letter from Bournemouth 
addressed “Mr. Jonas J. Smith”
c/o Major Steele – 
Fort McLeod Barracks
etc etc – 
came this week – Can you tell who the person is? so far no one seems to 
know – 
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ten days, then had to be kept upstairs, so only came down yesterday, 
having been ill a fortnight, which seemed a long time to me, I can assure 
you. O! how I missed you & sighed for you, my darling. I missed your 
comforting words & help my pet, then I would turn to your letters & get 
solace from them, but I sincerely hope we are not going to be parted for 
very long. Life is so different without you, the country seems so large when 



you are far away; it is a continual struggle trying to keep my heart together, 
when half of it is a thousand miles away. The children have recovered 
except that they are suffering from colds which are improving daily. Sergt. 
Morris has been very attentive & kind all during their illness. I must tell you 
that Dr. Haultain went on the sick list the day after the measles commenced
& has been there since. There was great indignation & talk over it, as I 
must tell you. Nora Casey got them the day after Marie did & Clare & Mrs. 
George have had them too. I was determined if the children got very ill to 
send for Regie. Dr. Haultain wanted to return to Hospital duty, but would not
come to private houses, but Capt. 
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[Deanes] put his foot down on that & said “if he was well enough to do one 
he could do the other – if not, he must wait until he could” – so the Dr. has 
not put in an appearance yet. They say he worried himself sick & at last 
that he had some trouble with his heart, but seeing no one, I do not know if 
such is the case. Dr. Kennedy came to see Marie, saying Dr. H. sent him, 
so of course I received him politely & courteously. I hope the letters I wrote 
addressed to you in Vancouver, as well as the others sent, reached you 
safely as well as the colored handkerchief, which although not lovely will be
serviceable. Excuse repititions [sic], as the children are talking. Regie was 
away from The Creek for a fortnight & was absent when your telegram 
came re the hundred. He at once wrote “The manager of Vancouver Hotel” 
to find out if it was too late to send it – he regretted the circumstances very 
much. He enjoyed the trip to Steele very much, meeting Mr. Galbraithe who
spoke so well of you that Regie says he is proud of being your brother-in-
law. The latter wants Regie to settle in Ft. Steele. Dr. [Menburn] now wants 
him to take that end of the line from Wardner, with Moysa, Cranbrook, 
Steele & St. Eugene Hospital.
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he has not decided, but if all goes well, he may be there in a month. he has
determined to pass the B.C. exams in May without fail. Now that he did not 
go with you & that Sir W. Laurier’s brother has Dr. Wills’ position, his ardor 
has somewhat cooled – he wanted to be near you, you see. He has a good
opening, if things mature in Steele. Mr. Geddes of Pincher Creek died on 
Tuesday last, heart trouble at the end. Meade & Kennedy attended him – 
they went for Regie several times, but it was during his absence that he fell 
ill & he only returned a day before his death. By they I mean Mrs. Geddes 
sent for Regie. They brought the body down, it going East on Thursday’s 



train, Mrs. Geddes & Mr. Schofield of Pincher Creek, accompanying the 
remains to Ottawa. Regie came down at the same time to see the children 
& found them doing nicely – he returned on Friday morning. I have had a 
very severe cold & relaxed throat, but am better now. Getting up so much 
at night, with you not near to help me, I would be up for hours, when they 
were sick & got very little sleep, but Marie was very considerate as soon as
she was well enough to do anything & did all she could to help me. Alice 
will soon return now, - 
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in fact, was to have come tomorrow only Capt. Deane could get no train to 
go down, so her return is put off for some days. Mr. Jarvis, the S.M. & all 
the men they could spare are looking out for Carson, the murderer who 
killed Connor’s a week ago at Armstrong’s Laundry or “Kuskanook” as it is 
now to be called. Carson was in the guard room here for some time last 
summer, being up as a vagrant, I believe. Mr. J. is impatient to be off, & 
hope’s [sic] to be near you, but things do not seem to point much that way, 
just at present. They are all very nice coming in to see if I need anything, 
Mr. J. especially & Mr. Casey too. Of course, measles frightened most of 
the rest away. I enclose you a letter from Capt. Deane which will explain 
itself, but I want to know if it is all right. Do you draw double rations & does 
Mrs. Wood not get her single rations? I am not going to let them impose on 
me I assure you & await your answer impatiently. Capt. McIllree issued 
orders before he left that I was to get single rations & told Mr. J. to tell me 
so, but things have changed you see. Mr. Casey has been here since I 
wrote the last paragraph & advises me to write the Commissioner on the 
subject. He says every other lady or Officers
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wife gets single or double rations he is almost certain of it. Anyway, if you 
do get an increase of pay, this certainly takes some of it away. Mrs. 
Sanders returned on Tuesday last, but without Dr. [Jukes]. owing to the 
measles I only saw her for a moment or two outside the door. I cannot tell 
you anything about the mines – Alec promised to write & let me know but 
has written to no one or has not sent a message of any kind whatever. 
Clary has gone to Winnipeg, but Elmes writes his Uncle Elmes that his 
father has thrown up the mines & Angus de B. who came yesterday looking
for work on the railway said “that the B. Diamond was closed down”. Now I 
cannot say if this is the true state of affairs, but it looks queer. Alec is a 
strange man & Mr. J & the rest are not pleased at the way he has acted. 



Mr. J. asked me to tell you he had settled the $175.00 I think it is, for 
surveying or something of that kind done on “The Empire” & will arrange for
the remainder. The [Kootenains”] of this week says “that owing to snow-
slides, there was not a single mine shipment to record this last week”. We 
are having fine weather, the snow having almost entirely disappeared – in 
fact, is all gone except for a few drifts here & there. Where are you
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are you now anyway, & how long are you going to be away? – I am so 
anxious to know your whereabouts. I scan the papers until I do believe I do 
not leave a small advertisement unread looking for news of you, my darling.
It is about time for me to acknowledge the receipt of your pretty gifts & to 
thank you for them. It was so good of you to think of me & the little ones 
were just as pleased with them as I was. Flora looks well after her illness & 
will be glad when you return but Gertrude’s little heart, God bless her! has a
very warm spot for “my dear old daddy we’ll be glad when him comes back 
again, we will” – she cries for you every day, poor little thing & makes Flora 
do so too. Baby looked for you for days after you left – I could tell he 
missed you & expected you to come in. When the door opened, Gertrude 
would rush into the hall & cry out, “here’s Papa”. They were all well in 
Montreal when last heard from. Regie met Father Cocola & he wants me to
go & live at the Convent in Ft. Steele, if perchance they should take my 
quarters from me saying “they would make me very comfortable & welcome
me warmly”. Mamma wants me to go East if you are away for very long, 
however I will await news from you. I was
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very anxious about you not knowing what steamer you went on & after 
reading about the blizzard on the 8th. Mr. Jarvis happened to mention it to 
Mr. Haney & on Monday (the 21st) he telegraphed the Superintendaent of 
the C.P.R. in Vancouver who wired the following in reply “Major Steele left 
on “The City of Seattle” which has since returned safely. Inspr. Primrose 
says the Police contingent got through all right”. Mr. Haney sent it to me as 
well as a nice note. I, of course, acknowledged & thanked him for it, as 
[truly] knowing my anxiety on Sunday, it was very kind of him to be so 
prompt. Well, my dear old darling, I fear this long, uninteresting letter will 
weary you for I know of old, that you are not fond of lengthy epistles, 
however the writer, may in a measure reconcile you to your fate in being 
obliged to peruse it. Be sure & write as often as you can – your letters are 
so welcome, but so far are like angels’ visits. Elmes comes every night & is 
nice company, although he must find me very quiet sometimes. he is off 



early in the morning, about 7.15 so I see him at night only. The walk seems 
to agree with him. Sometimes he is the only one I see during the whole 
twenty four hours to converse with. God bless you, my darling & keep you 
safe from harm & come back soon to me. With much love from our dear 
little ones, & many sweet kisses from myself as well, believe me as ever,
Your own true, warm hearted, loving wife,
Maye – 
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