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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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6a Pasadena Court
Winnipeg June 6th

My own darling,
Again I come to write my Sunday letter. so [sic] far, no word has 

come to us beyond the cable announcing your safe arrival & 
acknowledged before, in previous letters. I went to the C.P.R. 
Telegraphs & G.N.W. ditto & registered my old name. "Kina" for 
cables. they [sic] did not seem to object in the least, so if you cable 
you can, I think risk that name. There is not very much news. things [
sic] go on much in the same old way. I attend many [I.O.D.S.] 
meetings, all for patriotic work & the girls go out for amusement. 
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There seems so much to be done for our men at the front & it will 
continue for a long time I fear from the looks of things at present. I am 
always busy, so that time may not hang heavy on my hands. Of 
course, my darling, I am always thinking of you, morning, noon & 
night. but [sic] that is nothing new, as you know. Harwood too is 
forever before me & I pray continually that you may both be spared to 
come back to me. I have been attending to many of the bills you left 
me to pay & try to divide up so that I can satisfy everyone. It is an 
undertaking, but I shall succeed if they
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are patient. That list you left amounted to $1075 & all are not there. 
rent [sic], butcher, baker, & many other [illegible] bills have had to be 
attended to, as well, so you see it will take some time. The May 
H.B.Co account was not there either, but I tell you, I am cutting down 
in every possible way in order to get rid of everything as soon as I 
can. I am not mentioning this to complain or find fault, remember, but 
to let you see I am not neglecting them. Today is cloudy, windy & 
cold. it [sic] has been raining more or less for two days, but the 
moisture was badly needed all over the country & is sure to do much 
good. Those restless spirits of ours, Gert & Flora are going out to see 



Mrs Fleming. They cannot remain in the house, no matter "what the 
weather may be". They certainly are restless & seem to be 
developing "the travel [far]" to a remarkable degree. I do not know 
what changes Oct may bring in this household, but will not be 
surprised at anything. I went to pay Grant a small bill & was amazed 
to see Maggie & the baby. they [sic] are now living in two rooms 
behind the shop. she [sic] says times are so
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hard, she is anxious to do all she can to help him. all [sic] his 
customers are gone & it is very hard to earn a penny. Mrs Henderson, 
who was Secretary of our Fort Garry Chapter is very seriously ill. she 
[sic] may linger for some months, but there is no hope for her, poor 
soul!. [sic] She is Mr G.D. McKay's great friend & very nice. I do feel 
so sorry for her & her family. John, her son has joined, but I hope he 
will not go, until after she is taken away, for it would hasten her end, I 
am sure. Harwood
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knows him well, so tell him about it. I am sure it would please John if 
Harwood wrote him a letter & show his sympathy for him in his 
trouble. Mrs Donnelly took me to hear Marie Tempest in "The marriage 
of Kitty." it [sic] was a matinee & we enjoyed it, but there were hardly 
fifty people in the "Walker." Most discouraging, I am sure. The 
Donnelly's [sic] have a nice little house & are comfortable & central, 
being on River Avenue, opposite the Park. plenty of fresh air & room 
to breathe. they [sic], I am sure put in an awful time in that little shack 
since Oct last. 
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I heard yesterday that Mayor Deacon has all his plant installed & is 
still waiting for Genl Hughes to send the material for manufacturing 
shells. People here are indignant at the delay. Hughes says either 
“that he sent it or that it is coming," but there is no sign of it & 
considering the demand & the awful things that may result from the 
delay, it is appalling. Griesbach's battalion was inspected by the Duke 
as they passed through Ottawa on their way to Valcartier last week. 
Regie is in camp at the Sarcee Reserve. 
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There seems to be very little doing here now. [Tatton] & Boger 
accompanied by fifty L. Strathcona's Horse leave on Tuesday 
morning for England, I believe. There is much discontent among the 
Art at the exhibition grounds. [Adkins], I believe, leaves with fifty 
sometime in the very near future for overseas, but I hear little, as we 
do not see them as frequently as of yore. Lt John [Bremen] left with 
his wife for New York early last week. he [sic] intends going to 
England & is sure to call on you, as I think his stay in New York will 
be short. he [sic] is crazy to be at the front in some capacity or other. 
We shall miss him, as he was always very obliging & polite. Mother is 
well & sends her fondest love to your dear self & Harwood. she [sic] 
is bright as usual. Things are lively in a political way & the Royal 
Commission have their hands full. Harwood is very ill, & may be in 
Rochester for a long time, still they look as if they were going to 
probe matters to the bottom & I do not know how things will go for the 
Kelly's [sic]. Roger returned in a hurry to this place this work is, I
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think, much disgusted at not being made High Comr in Sir George 
Perley's stead, so as to get away from it all. Mrs R. must be furious, 
[for] she expressed the wish so openly when we were in Ottawa & did 
not care how soon it came. Col. Ketchen cabled yesterday "all well" 
from [Folkestone]. so [sic] I hope you & Harwood were included in 
"all." She is keeping well & busy. I dread these air raids, for I fear 
they may attack Shorncliffe "[sic] & would do a terrible amount of 
damage & cause the loss of many lives, maybe. They are fiends!. 
Well, my darling, this is long enough, so bye-bye. God bless & keep 
you, until we meet again. Write me often. With sweet kisses & a big 
hug, from

Your own little wifie, Maye. 
[/pg 8]
[pg 9]
My darling Sam,

Do not forget to write Messrs Samuel, Brothers Limited, Merchant 
Tailors,
6 Ludgate Hill, 
London. [L.C.]
for a detailed account of their bill amounting to £8.10.10 [sic] which 
you have asked for before. You wrote April 10th in Ottawa for same & 
it has not yet come & I am not going to pay that amount without 
further orders. 



As ever,
Your own

Maye.
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