
Church Missy House 

March 29. 1847. 

Dear Brother Smithurst, 

 You will have been informed, by our official letter, of the lively sympathy which we have felt in 

the trials to which you have been exposed from the prevalence of sickness around you.  I can assure you 

that you have often been in our thoughts and in our prayers.  I was enabled to think of you the more 

feelingly, because it pleased God in September last to remove one of my brothers, at the age of 26, by 

one of the diseases with which you were visited – Dysentery.  In many parts of Ireland too a severe 

pestilence is at this time raging and carrying off hundreds who hitherto have been spared by the 

grievous famine which has prevailed there and in some places in 
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Scotland.  When the judgments of the Lord are thus abroad in the earth, O that the inhabitants both of 

these Islands and of North West America may learn righteousness!  In our last letter from Mr Cockran, 

he mentions having received from you a letter dated several days later than your communications to us, 

and that then the Cholera had appeared in your neighbourhood.  This makes us very anxious for the 

accounts which the Winter Express may bring. 

 I trust that Mr and Mrs James have been permitted to reach the Red River in safety, and that you 

have found him a zealous and devoted fellow-labourer, as well as a kind and judicious Christian friend.  

By his arrival, you will have been relieved of some of the heavy duties which must have weighed on your 

mind as well as tried your physical powers. 

 I have to thank you for the full explanation which was called forth by one or two sentences in 

my last letter: I can assure you however  
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that none of us for a single moment doubted the soundness of your views of Scripture truth or supposed 

that you did not fully maintain and teach the great doctrines of the Gospel.  My object in referring to the 

subject was only to bring to your remembrance the tendency of a regard to outward forms and 

observances (even when at first that regard is not undue or excessive) to engross too great a share of 

attention and to interfere with that spirituality of mind and deep experimental acquaintance with 

religion which is so essential to the real and extensive usefulness of a Minister.  We have alas! seen 

many instances of this in some truly devoted men in this country.  The life of God in the soul of man is “a 

tender plant in a strange unkindly soil’ and it will always be the effort of the great Adversary to choke or 

stunt its growth each by means of those fences and props which were wisely designed for its protection 

and support.  Frequent and constant meditation upon the word of God together with earnest pleading 

with Him in prayer and supplication for His Holy Spirit are the means which we may expect to give life 

and spirituality to our ministrations and to bring that heavenly unction upon our souls, which, flowing 

out of the abundance of the heart, will pervade all our communications with all who hold intercourse 

with us. 

 That we may all seek to abound more and more in communion with God and in the full 

enjoyment of the light of His countenance, is the earnest prayer of, Yours very sincerely 

         Richard Davies. 


