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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
Aug 13th, 6 p.m.

My own darling Boy,

I found your two dear letters of Aug 9th awaiting me on my 
return from a jaunt downtown on business this morning. I enjoyed 
them immensely needless to say & come now, having a few moments 
to spare before supper to answer them. 

I hope all went as you desired with regard to Med. Hat & 
that Calgary will be definitely  selected as head qrs. for S. Horse.
I am sure he does not want to antagonize the people, for Mr. Oliver 
knows they will put their threat into execution & leave the party
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if their first rights are overlooked any more by the Govt.
Did you go to Edmonton first, I wonder? How pleased they must have 
been to see you again!. I am sure vast improvement has been the 
result of meeting refined persons & seeing the nice side of society 
with regard to many ministers of the Crown.

You must have enjoyed your conversation with the man of 
“Saturday night” - they always as a rule are witty & brimful of jokes - 
no doubt he did know at the time that the story re yourself & the black 
pipe was not true, but you see, my dear, you are a favourite & it took 
the public fancy & that is what they like. Do you mean to say that 
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the Bentley’s [sic] are on the LaCombe branch! what is he doing now, 
for he lost everything some years ago, did he not? - So Ap Ryce 
Pryce likes the country, but very evidently not the manners of some of 
the people in it & no wonder. They perhaps acted in that [was] & were 
always “whispering” purposely to annoy him, so that he would go. I 
do not wonder that Mrs. Howe is anxious to try & get a good man he 
was a great disappointment to her I am quite sure, & I do not know 



why Min is prejudiced unless she was told stories & not knowing the 
contrary believes them. 
Has that man Hobbs, U.S. left the country? he must have, for the 
Bank would surely have him arrested. Bingham did not tell Bagnall 
anything about him when he wrote early on this month, but must 
realize the mistake he made in leaving the H.B.C. He told Bagnall he 
had taken off his mustache [sic] & the latter concluded he must be a 
coachman somewhere. Do not say I would be tired reading your 
letters - such a thing could never be, my own darling pet. Yes, the 
pension came Gus told me today. I drew $75.00 giving Bagnall $30 
for his month. I do not want them to be discontented you see, my 
dear, that is, for both
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Annie & himself of course.
I now have your second letter acknowledging mine of the 5th, open 
before me. You saw that I did not wait long to write after my return 
from Vandreuil, although as a rule, I have very little news.
Have just finished supper & come to continue this, my darling.
The clerk found you knew a thing or two I fancy & having seen you, 
knew that he could not fool you, so concluded that he had better keep 
clear. You must be right & he will not come again. “Old decrep” keeps 
up his reputation, does he not? but your [illegible] does not suit you at 
all. I am sure you must look fine with your figure especially the waist 
reduced to wasplike proportions, I 
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suppose. It is as you say strange to have Elmes H. write asking you 
to help with his son’s advancement. Yes, your [usefulness] will be 
tried to the utmost & they now find you have some weight, I am sure. 
I read Catherine Moon’s letter with pleasure & am sorry I cannot 
arrange to go up or a time, but the balance of the holidays is too short 
to enable me to go & the trip too expensive for a day or two only. I 
will write her the first leisure moment I have. She no doubt, must be 
very lonely now that all the young folks are away! Gertie went with 
Regie to Gus’ last evening - he says she is much altered & they want 
her to remain a week with them, which I suppose she will do, as the 
change will be very beneficial. 
Torla went with Charlotte to stay a day or two, during Gertie’s 
absence. They are all well here, as I am myself. Saw Mrs. Watt at 
Morgan’s this p.m. & she wants us to go & see her somewhere in the 



country. I will have to leave you as mother wants me to go out with 
her for a short time.
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God bless you, my own one. With many sweet kisses ever

Your own true, devoted little wifie,
Maye
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