
2008.1.1.1.1.202

Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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26 Ste Famille St

Feb 26th 1902

My own darling pet,
Your two letters written from Groenfontein & dated Jan 14th & 15th reached 

me on Monday & as usual received a warm welcome. Yes, I saw all about the 
capture of Firman's Column at the time & judged from press reports that it was 
partly due to carelessness. It takes the English a long time to learn scouting & 
alertness, does it not? It would be a fine idea if they carried out their plan of 
having the N. West as a training school for the Army to learn & become familiar 
with the [new] things mentioned, as they can never
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learn in England – space is too limited for that & the English Officer cannot 
teach what he does not know himself.
My own darling, if you miss us you can judge of what this long separation means 
to me! at times I feel as if my heart would burst. True, I have our little ones to 
comfort me & keep me busy, then I have much that you lack & should not be so 
selfish, still it sometimes seems very hard indeed that so many years should 
pass over our heads & we live so long apart. Your district being such a bad one 
for horse sickness must disgust you somewhat with the country.
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Will it always be so? if so, it is not very inviting, I must confess. It may not be 
always your district. Things may change. According to the papers it seems to me 
there is far more enteric in “C” than in “B”.
You always seem to get the most work too – Macleod was the same – more 
work there than in any other place in the west.
Reggie does seem dissatisfied, but I believe Mrs. Lillie is to increase his 
household some day & think she is to blame – she dislikes the place & when 
that way is somewhat of a Tartar I can well imagine.
I did my best last year to persuade him to stay here when he did come, but he 
would not remain. John is pleased with his ranch & I think he will stick to it for 
some time – his house is comfortable & Mabel of course, will be all right, as long 
as she has him with her. The Mac's will stay, as after building & fixing up the 
ranch they will not care to leave. She must find it rather hard all the same, as 
she knew nothing of farm life, but they seem very happy indeed. The Martin’s 



did wonderfully well. I remember when they left Montreal to go to Vancouver – I 
knew the
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eldest one who was called [Lumina] and married a young Redmond, dying some 
years since. Am I not right? Do not worry over Reggie – we did all for the best, 
my dear. When he became engaged he was not to be married for a year or 
more, but his lady love hurried on the affair & that handicapped him you see. 
Not like poor little me, eh! dear? I kept putting it off dreading the future - fearing 
I might not make a success of matrimony – that you might tire of me, & regret 
your choice! You have not had much opportunity of tiring of me for four years 
any way, have you? His boy is a fine, healthy little
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chap, I hear now. Mabel & John are both in good health & looking forward with 
the keenest anxiety to April – both dote on youngsters & I suppose their 
happiness will be complete when the young son has made his dêbut.
The children are well you will be pleased to learn. I went out to call on Mrs 
Brierley this p.m bringing Dubbie & although we rang ever so many times could 
not get in. I was much disappointed. Torla & Gertrude are studying well & 
learning quickly. Torla is fond of reading & is at the present moment indulging in 
a few moments of reading, being deeply
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interested in “The Lamplighter” - she is beginning to display a taste for such 
works as “In the Wilds of Africa” - quite a change from Fairy Tales, is it not? 
Gertrude reads very fluently & is smart too.
Your last is a short letter & desires me to send several papers. You will ere this 
reaches you have had & perused at least a week's number of “Daily Stars” - I 
subscribed last week so I trust they reach you safely - “The Globe” I will see to 
the first time I go out. You ask for the Toronto “Star” - is it not perchance “The 
Telegram” you mean? it seems to me that you have a friend connected with that 
paper in some capacity. I often thought of subscribing before, but feared they 
would be so numerous that they would never reach you. Newspapers are so 
often thrown aside when the country is so unsettled. You will not complain of 
lack of reading matter when it all reaches you, my dear. You will have seen the 
news that Lord Dundonald is much in favor, as a probable successor to 
O'Grady-Haly. It would be lovely if he got it all right & you scored a success 
under him – he knows your ability, having been with him, so should you come 
back, he may perhaps be able to help you.
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As I said in my last, I never for a moment fancied you could possibly find leisure 
to read, or that you would be bothered bringing books about with you.
Strange, you should be so long without the plum puddings. I sincerely hope you 
found all I sent good & that the dates, figs & chocolate were not too dry. They 
were beautifully fresh when sent but that was in Nov., quite a while ago. I hope it 
will be nice. I am sure you will enjoy it too. It must be perfectly horrible to watch 
in the rain & more difficult too, for like here, the rainy nights are dark, I suppose. 
It is indeed kind of you to think of a present
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for Xmas, knowing your circumstances when at war & the very few opportunities 
you have of procuring nice little things. I take the will for the deed in this case & 
thank you just the same. I hope the two bottles of hair lotion sent by Moir will 
reach you safely – the parcel was a small one, so would not take up much room 
in his trunk. The S. Wives League held their annual meeting in Ottawa today at 
Rideau Hall. They wanted me to be one of the delagetes [sic] but I refused 
being too weak to attend to such things, I mean, although much better than I 
was a short time ago I am not equal to the task of
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undertaking such. Having been only a short time a member of the society it 
would entail much bother if I had to answer a lot of questions. I am a silent 
member & will try to remain so. I think they were to have lunch at Rideau too but 
I want you to be near me when I go there. I had a short note from Mr. Jarvis, 
Buzz on Monday morning & his photo. I send the enclosed as he requested – I 
only hope all is true. What do you think of the Gov.r & the Treadgold affair? - 
queer proceedings, on their part.
Mamma went to Vaudreuil for a few days this a.m. She will enjoy the rest & have 
a good talk – besides, will do them much good for they vegetate there from one 
years end to the other. I miss her though, for we are much together. I am asked 
to an informal Euchre tomorrow afternoon & suppose I must go. It is on this 
street, so distance can be no excuse. I had a letter from Frank on Monday, 
desiring more cash – he has now had $475.00 so far & his term goes on till 
June, so his expenses are,
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as I said before, heavier than he thought they would be. I suppose that is 
nothing, since he commenced they must continue as I suppose he is not 
extravagant & should know the value of money, but entre nous, he is a poor 
business man & has lots to learn in that line. Trusts every body until he finds out 
what scamps there are & is not fond of good advice either. Since we remain 
here, he will likely spend his holidays here & may practice then if he can get 
work. Antoine was in bed for some days having been hurt – he had one foot
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on the street car when it started & his other foot dragged – he sprained himself 
& suffered for some days, but is all right again – working hard & coming up for 
his exams soon now. The other members of the family are well – Gertie & her 
household are in fair health. Well, my dear boy, I have written a long letter & 
have had a nap since I commenced, being out makes me so sleepy at times, 
that I cannot keep my eyes open. The Dr. finds me much improved, I am happy 
to tell you – his treatment is much less trying that it has been. You cannot 
imagine how delighted I am. All join in much love & the little ones send many 
sweet kisses. With warm kisses believe me your
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own true, devoted, lonely little wifie

Maye.
Do not ponder too long over my Sunday letter, although I must confess I was 
worn out when I penned it trying to keep peace & make the children agree.
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Fed 27th – I told you of the reported changes in N.W.M.P. circles – it was not 
Ottawa news of course & I asked Mr Dickey to find out if there was any truth in 
it.
If Perry is [Comf] you will not care to have anything whatever to do with the 
corps any more & no wonder. They are evidently anxious to get all their men 
placed ere you come back to Canada. God bless you my own darling – I hope 
you are in good health & taking care of yourself. Saw Rénè Ducet for a moment 
on the street day before yesterday.
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He goes back to S. A. next week, did not call, he is touchy I fancy, because he 
got no answer to his letter telling you of his intended trip. I said I was sure you 
had not got it, as you never left a letter unanswered. Did you ever get your dress 
boots & gold spurs mailed you on the 9th or August last? You have never 
acknowledged them, although I have often asked. Do not forget about what you 
want printed on visiting cards too – am eager to know – all well & send kisses.

You own warmhearted, affec.ate wifie,
Maye.
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