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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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26 Ste Famille St.
May 29th

My own darling Sam,

Your third letter dated April 18th lies open before me & the 
first sentence is a lament that ping-pong has come in. The dining 
room table would suit it all right - it is the leisure that is missing. Every 
moment I can spare is devoted to writing, so I have not found time to 
learn the game. I am glad you find the children improving, poor dears! 
They study well & are eager to learn. I know you would like to see me 
going out as much as possible, but as a rule it is
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difficult to get an escort & when one’s husband is away there is no 
one to tempt me to go out. I am sure you would enjoy “The news from 
Glengarry” - it is so thoroughly Scotch & characteristic of the place 
named. There has been delay about peace, but everyone here 
seems to regard your cable to me as indicating that it is practically 
settled. I am anxiously awaiting the coming of the Bartrams for news 
of you. I got Vivian’s [sic] B’s photo on Tuesday & find it good. I 
suppose you want me to bring Mrs. Hilliam out when we go - she is 
young I suppose & he must entertain the idea
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of living down there for some years. You must have quite a lively time 
with your [driver’s] my dear. You will be happy to learn that I sleep 
fairly well now & do not dream much. I lost my sleep for a time & 
used to rise feeling much fatigued & things are better at present. 
What is in my letter that makes you feel so heartbroken, my dear 
boy? Surely they are not as bad as that! I would not for a moment 
wish you to resign or do anything of that kind & would be the very last 
to ask you to do it, as you know well. I would not stand in your light or 
hinder your advancement in any way. Once more my dear I tell you 
that I do not want you to bring us out until you see your way clear & 
have decided on your future movements, as I do not wish to go until 



everything is settled. We have rented this place for another year & 
you must not worry over us. As I told you in my last written after the 
cable came, if we can save more money by my remaining here, I am 
willing to do so for years more if necessary in order that we may be 
able to put a little aside
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aside for a rainy day. I am ready to consider all & if it is better for 
every reason where the children are concerned that we should 
remain here, I will do so willingly for my one aim is to be a good wife 
& mother. I too would like a nice home in Ont. & if you desire me to 
wait here for you, I shall do so. I went to Mr. Taylor yesterday & he 
kindly advanced me the cash necessary to meet Hicks & Sons draft 
for £40. or $194. I am delighted to hear you say I have done well with 
my financing for I certainly have endeavored to do my very best. 
Anytime you
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need to settle here I am ready & as I said before I only await your 
decision & if you think it best that we should remain here another 
year just cable “wait” on receipt of this & that will settle all. You must 
not imagine that I wish to leave Canada & if I at times allow my 
loneliness to creep into my letters, pray forgive me - you know the 
reason. Yes you have achieved a good position here & whenever you 
see fit to return, Canadians in general will be pleased to welcome you 
again. Once more I say, I want you to understand I am quite ready to 
remain
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at home in Canada. You continue your work over there & no doubt, 
we can economize more. I cannot imagine what caused you to 
change your mind. I have become quite reconciled to the idea of 
being apart until you have enough money put aside to enable us to 
live in a nice farm in Ont. where you would have all you like, horses 
etc & feel sure you could live comfortably. We will not argue about it 
or anything like that, & if you wish, will go on, just as if your cable was 
only a way of letting me know peace would [soon dawn?]
Things are going all right this year. Regie leaves on Tuesday or 
Wednesday for his own house. Louise & Duffins go with them & they 
all seem to get on well together. Louis is rather scared of offending 
Tillie who has a pretty hot temper, so she is very meek & not likely to 



do anything to rub her up the wrong way. I have thought over the 
house & home affair, but of course could never do anything in that 
line without you. Your next of April 20th is now before me & your 
fourth that week. You are certainly awfully good about writing, & 
believe me I fully appreciate it. You will indeed be busy if you have to 
put all the Boers on 
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their farms & see them well settled. I got the letter you enclosed from 
Willie [Lewis] but you make a mistake in saying he is the same age 
as Torla - you sent me a letter from him before Xmas in which he 
mentions the presents he got on his fourteenth birthday a short time 
before & our Torla is only ten. Flora usually writes you on the small 
table of my sewing machine, there being no other one available in the 
room - labors at a great disadvantage - her school exercises are 
much better written than her letters to you. He writes a nice letter, but 
I do not fear to say when Torla is his age she will do as well, if not
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better  - you will see for yourself. I heard Col.Biggar mention the 
family - Mrs. B. knew all about them. Yours of Apr 21st tells me of 
poor Boyd’s death - too bad he worried over what would likely have 
been all right in the end. I enjoyed [Coryell’s] letter very much - he as 
you say, seems to think very little of his present C.O. He (Evans) 
does not let people forget him anyway. I see your men did good work 
with Col. Lawly [is] I think the name, arrived Springs & Boschman’s 
Kop. Your details re the funeral interest me very much & it must have 
been exceedingly imposing I am sure. I see a paragraph in tonights 
“Star” to the effect of 
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your having written the sculptor in Ottawa for a design for a 
monument to be erected in Calgary for deceased members of 
“Strathcona’s Horse.” It is nice that your men are so keen to be first 
& will, I hope repay you well for all your trouble. Frank sent me the 
Stetson hat long ago, having attended to the matter at once. So you 
like handsome horses just as you like your handsome wife - poor 
fellow! Time plays havoc with youth my dear & one is not always 
young. I will write & ask Mr. White to send you the last police report. 
Perry is still Com’er, I hear the elections in Ont. are going Con. That 
may cause a change. Your leave for another year has passed the 



order in Council & only awaits Minto’s signature, so that question is 
settled all right. I had a short answer from Sir Wilfred on [Monday] & 
he said he would give the matter the necessary consideration on his 
return to Ottawa. He is likely there now. We have had a change in the 
weather ( it has been more like Autumn of late - the result is that the 
little ones have slight colds but nothing serious I fancy. Well, my dear 
as it is late & I am tired I must say good-night. God bless & keep you 
safe. The children send fond love & many
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sweet kisses. Be sure & write me carefully what I have said re us 
going & if you think it is best for us to remain here, just cable the one 
word “wait” & I will understand.

Your own true, devoted warm-
hearted, lonely little wiifie,

Maye
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