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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
4 sheets
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6a Pasadena Court 
Winnipeg, Aug 8th

My own darling,
Having replied to your former letters by Mrs Ketchen, thinking 

that quicker & a sure way of your getting it, I have only that of the 20th 
July open before me this morning. It is almost twelve. Mother & I went 
to communion this morning, then after church Monica & Mrs Hastings, 
as well as Mrs Weir, stopped in for a talk, with the result that we had 
breakfast at eleven. afterwards [sic], I rang up Mr & Miss Howe to ask 
them to come over, but they have gone to Sandy Hook for the 
weekend. 
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I then had a chat with Mrs Houston, who desired to be remembered to 
you & inquired for all the news. Louis wrote when you were hurt in 
Toronto, but never had a reply from the Secretary. if [sic] you were to 
write now & explain, I am sure he would be delighted. His address:

L.J. Howe
122 Norquay

Winnipeg
Mrs Houston says “Louis is so fond of the General. we [sic] all were. 
he [sic] used to drop in just when he felt like it, you know.” she [sic] 
seems happy & quite jolly. I must try & see them before I go. I am 
delighted to know Harwood is looking so well & feeling fit. I quite 
understand he is in good hands, my dear & that you look well after 
him. 
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When I phone the district office now, I meet with the greatest 
courtesy. I think my finding fault did good. Well, dear the War office 
kept you a long time in a state of uncertainty, did they not? I cannot 
understand what reason they have for not wishing to give you the 
command of the 2nd division, as the Canadian Government intended 
you to have. They take a long time go get over prejudices, but they 



must change now. the [sic] people over here are not asleep & are as 
capable as any they have in the British Isles. They are so pleased 
here over your new appointment. say [sic] “now we, that is Canada 
has a representative in England, who is not afraid to speak. General 
Steele will have a say in military matters. it [sic] is a compliment to 
the whole dominion, that he has been selected for the command, 
etc.” They are, of course, ignorant of the strong opposition which has 
been on the other side & would be delighted with General Hughes & 
Sir Robert Borden for the stand they have taken in the matter. Turner 
certainly has proved himself a hero & it will all come out after the war 
is over, I feel confident. The men know it & they will not be silent on 
the subject. I am sure it must have been very difficult for you to 
decide as to what was the best to do. I am sure of one thing. had [sic] 
you returned
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to Canada, after being deprived of your command for no reason, it 
would have made a great difference in recruiting here in the west, 
where they all think so much of you. The district is not as large as no 
10. so [sic] I think you will do all right. Your diaries I sent off yesterday 
by registered mail, so as to insure safe & speedy delivery. 1913 & 
1914. I do hope they will be in good condition when they reach you, 
as you will see I did my very best. You can have no idea of the 
extreme pleasure your nice, long, newsy letter gave mother. She was 
worrying
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because she did not know what to do if we went to England. Gus’s 
house is too small with the family, Antoine ditto, Reg has none now. 
John’s is quiet & cramped, but she is always sure of a warm welcome 
there: she does not seem to fancy California, thinks it so far, although 
Louise & Alice are both there: in fact, feels I think her home is with us. 
She feels the lack of one of her own, but would be foolish to live 
alone. She looks on you as her eldest son & is devoted to you, I 
know. if [sic] you want her to come, let me know somehow. in [sic] 
fact, I think she will feel very keenly if she does not accompany us. 
she [sic] is eager & willing. The girls are wild with excitement
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at the prospect of living in England. They are in Saskatoon, staying 
with Mrs Hill, wife of Major Hill for a few days, on their return 



homeward. had [sic] a delightful visit at the Larson’s in Lang. I hope it 
will have been beneficial to them both & [theq] that they will be more 
contented afterwards. They cannot but be, with the prospect of 
England ahead of them. I am working hard, trying to get ready for the 
first week in Sept as I dread the gales later on in the month. If you 
could only know by telepathy the state of mind I am in, concerning 
your clothes & Harwoods [sic], as I feel I had better bring them over. it 
[sic] seems folly to store them for years may be. & [sic] folly to buy 
more, when these are here, so I think I should bring them. Your 
command will continue even after the war, will it not? You may 
perhaps let me know by cable. how [sic] nice it would be to be sure I 
am doing the right thing in bringing them. Did you get the letter 
containing a full list of the payments I made since your departure?. 
[sic] I hope so, it being very explicit. I shall enclose another as you 
desire & hope you will find I have been an excellent agent in every 
way. The weather is very warm. rather [sic] dry, but the press says 
the crops are in fine condition. 
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You will know of the sweep made by the Liberals here. I heard 
nothing; only know what appears in the papers & as Mr [St] John 
[Brenon] is not in the city, hear very little. is [sic] he in England? Mrs 
McClung proved a strong card & is a sympathetic, convincing 
speaker. There is not much news, as I am busy. have [sic] almost 
daily visits to Dr. [Garbins], as my teeth needed attention & it is best 
to have it done before I leave. Dr. Good sails by an American line, on 
the 21st, I think. You will likely see him shortly after he lands. I wonder
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if it would be better for me to sail from Montréal? I shall have several 
trunks being so many. I am in such a quandary as to what it is best 
for me to do. Mrs. Ketchen brought one large trunk only & a steamer 
one. not [sic] a thing of Col. Ketchen’s, but of course, he will come 
back to Canada after the war is ended! I see you have had another 
review for Bonar Law, I believe. They find the man grand & no 
wonder! Sir Max, “the eye witness” does not seem to write so 
wonderfully of all he see’s [sic] [it] the front & hears of as well. I do 
not much care for his style. The White’s [sic] are back from California
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& may take a suite in [Sec.] C. Our lease expires on the 1st of Sept 
not October. Young Sharpe wrote me a nice letter, offering the two for 
$14000 instead of $16500 monthly, but I explained that you had called 
for us. He will let me pay for a week in Sept if I find I cannot manage 
to leave by the 1st. but [sic] it was quite a surprise, as I thought Oct the 
month. I found a copy of the lease in your 1914 diary when doing it 
up & kept it. I rather dread crossing with these submarines so active, 
but of course, it is only natural. all [sic] here feel the same at present. 
The last lot who left, Mrs Ketchen, Moose & Keefler were nervous & 
intended encouraging each other. I asked the former to get Col. K. to 
cable their safe arrival. Well, my darling, as I have so many letters to 
write & this is already a long one, I shall have to end. God bless both 
my dear laddie & your dear self. I need not ask you to write, as you 
are such a faithful correspondent & I assure you, I appreciate every 
time you write. Many sweet kisses from

Your devoted, loving little wifie
Maye
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Sunday, Aug 8th 
My darling,

I was surprised by Bagnall ringing me up on the ‘phone & in the 
course of conversation said he was so anxious to come with us to 
England. I laughed & he said “I am in earnest, Mrs. Steele.” I said 
“what about your interests here. you cannot leave them & Annie?” 



“Annie wants to go too. I think I shall write to the General.” He is 
coming over early this evening, to get your address & talk it over. As 
far as I think, it does not appeal to me. there [sic] are the two children 
to take into consideration. both [sic] growing big & may be very 
troublesome. He left when it suited him & would do the same again. 
would [sic] expect his & in fact, the family fare’s [sic] paid over. a [sic] 
good, cheap way of getting
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back. I do not know if things have not gone well with him, but tell you 
just what he said. he [sic] may write you & I think it better for me to 
give you my way of looking at the matter. If he does, you will know 
what to do. He would also expect high wages, as he got before. 
Likely would want more: it seems so strange to me, that he should 
wish to give up such a paying concern now. however [sic], if he 
writes, he may explain more fully & tell me more, when he comes this 
evening. I think he could manage more cheaply with soldier servants, 
as you said in your last. I shall now [continue], my letter, as I wished 
this proposition to be separate, so that you would give it your greatest 
attention.

Your own wifie,
Maye.
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