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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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1513, 1st St W
Calgary Apr 11th

Easter Sunday.

My darling old Boy,
Yours of the 6th reached me on the 9th & as usual afforded me 

much pleasure. Your visit to Portage La prairie you can look back to 
with much pleasure & unlimited satisfaction I am sure. The Jacksons 
entertain as we do. I suppose, in a very quiet way. A supper as the 
only guest is always pleasant & more enjoyable, giving you an 
opportunity of becoming better acquainted with your host & hostess. 

Well, you must know whether Col. Macleod carried a barrel of 
pork across the portage or not, & you say he did, hence Col. Irvine 
should believe, especially as he was not on the spot. Was [Manseau] 
in the R. River expedition? It [sic] is very silly for two men to have 
discussions about such trifles, is it not? 

Well, my dear, I have just left the table, having had a hearty 
dinner turkey, etc. The bird we kept since Xmas, hoping for Easter 
guests, but Marcella is the only one we have extra. We went to 
church this morning. it [sic] is a cold, nasty day, 6 below freezing & a 
wind blowing. 
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There were no fine dresses or hats, every person wearing furs. it 
[sic] was not at all an Easter day. I was not sorry, as I had nothing 
new to wear.

No! I am not worked to death by any means! but [sic] I do not 
want to begin canvassing the city for the "Children's aid" as that is 
indeed! hard work. Really, the demands on people's purses for all 
sorts is terrible & I much fear we will get anything but a welcome from 
the majority. that [sic] is why I am so anxious to know if we are to 
move, for that at once gives me a reason for resigning. 

I trust none of ours will have a nasal twang. it [sic] is 
disagreeable, I find. 



It is too bad [Ashdonn] has cancer of the stomach! such [sic] 
suffering & so little relief!. [sic]

The Paper containing your Portage speech came yesterday & 
we all enjoyed perusing it. I am indeed! [sic] pleased that you are 
doing so well & are so warmly received. 

Your next is that of the 7th written when flushed with delight at 
your successful Canadian Club speech. I was sure they would turn 
out en masse to hear you & welcome you. it [sic] is most encouraging 
& must have pleased you immensely. You cannot imagine dear how
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proud it makes me! you [sic] at last have an opportunity of bringing 
yourself before the public & keeping there. You would have been a 
long time in Calgary, without these chances!. [sic] 

Your tales of Skagway, Soapy Smith, Klondyke all took well, I 
am sure. I also am pleased Mr Mitchell said how you were overlooked 
in the N.W.M.P. it is a good thing to let the world know these things. 
Your nervousness wore off, as I knew it would once you launched 
forth & forgot yourself. 

What has Blackmore done with his wife? Did he not marry the 
daughter of the widow whose house we once rented in Pretoria, but 
did not live in? I believe that was the man. he [sic] used to be in 
"Strathcona's Horse." 

Tilsey writes in good spirits. I hope Antoine will be successful in 
the musical competition. The photos have not come yet. 

Yes, one does long to see beloved faces or a beloved face, just 
as you like. I was as blue as could be yesterday & this morning too. 
am [sic] only getting over it. had [sic] so many disappointments. 

So you are in the Macdonell's house. I hope you are 
comfortable & well looked after. Of course, it is best for you to out of 
the mess, but 
[/pg 3]
[pg 4]
you must be lonely, eating alone.

As the reporter came up the speech may be published as you 
would like it, dear. Harwood got the dollar & will write & thank you. I 
had not given him any. Gertrude also was charmed at your 
remembering her & will also write soon. They got several Easter eggs 
& are delighted. 



Yes, Mr Shaw I have heard Mr Vibert speak of very often. he  
[sic] will enjoy a respite from business when he takes his jaunt to 
England. 

 The invitation to the C. Club & the short reports on the 
speeches I shall keep safely. I am sending you the paper, so that you 
can read some of the Horse show society news & want you to send it 
on to Mrs. Mackie. she [sic] very kindly remembered us all, sending 
Min & myself silk for blouses & eggs to the chicks. she [sic] is too 
good & I can do so little in return. There is not much news. truly [sic], 
we have seen not a cat even for the past fortnight, excepting Marcella 
who came back to the city on Sunday last & who has been in twice 
since. one [sic] feels out of the world & I am just dying to get out of 
this place. they [sic] have no use for us here & I get so awfully lonely 
at times. we [sic] have a few friends it is true, but the majority are so 
selfish & seem to think so much of money
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that it disgusts me with them all. Be sure & do not omit sending me 
the H.B. a/c please. 

Even G. Hope [J] whom I thought would be polite sometimes 
we never see. not [sic] one asked us to the horse show, although 
there were many boxes. I would not have gone, but one likes to be 
asked! it [sic] is so human & woman like eh, dear!. [sic] again [sic], 
how awfully foolish of me to feel hurt about it!! I must say no more. 

As I must write a line to Mrs Mackie, I will not tire you by 
penning too long a letter. All join in fondest love to you dear. God 
bless & keep you safely until we meet again. Hoping tomorrow will 
bring one another of your dear letters,

Believe me,
Ever your own lonely, devoted little wifie

Maye.
Mrs [Costigan] is very lon anxious to know where the [Bliss] family 
are, as she has not heard from her for some time & is eagerly 
awaiting information. 
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