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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
Aug 6th, 10 a.m.

My own darling Boy,

Your dear letters of Aug 2nd have just come in; after 
finishing my duties I come once more to have my daily talk with my 
darling. Our letters re the schools are now satisfactory I hope & we 
shall consider the matter settled. I will now prepare my Torla who is 
full of courage & good resolution to do well - seems to think she will 
not be lonely, especially if she can go out to see Grandma now & 
then. Anyway, we can try this arrangement for a year & see how it 
works.
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She has promised faithfully to take care of her health & do nothing 
imprudent. 
Now, I too have been thinking that it would be a good thing if you had 
a room furnished in such a way that you could occupy it for a month, 
for I suppose we will be there in very little more time than that. You 
might purchase a single iron bed, while I think with a little brass about 
it, that would do for Minnie - it need not be one of the most expensive 
ones, you know. Be sure that the spring bed is a “Lock [exact],” as 
they are very much better than the “old Dominion spring.” No. 180, 
Bedstead, price $8.00 is rather nice - so is, 380 at $9.00 - as you will 
see them & see how they look, you can tell better
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than I can from the Catalogue - you could also buy a bureau & wash 
stand if you wish - oak or ash I fancy, as you think best if you can do 
without the latter until I go up. I could decide better on viewing the 
articles, rather than by the book, but I leave it to you, my dear. You 
would also have to buy 2 pillows, 4 sheets & pillow slips, as well as a 
few towels, but they are always wanted you know. As you say, by 
living in the house you can save enough to furnish a room & that is 



something. I have been pondering over the size of dining room & 
hardly think we can get a sideboard in it - our table cannot be less 
than an 8 foot one by 4 wide I suppose - it could not be at the end of 
the room, the length not allowing sufficient space for a sideboard - it 
might do at the side - what do you think? There are some pretty ones 
here, - of course small, but that would suit us & prices are somewhat 
cheaper - however, I can see about that later on. I have a little 
scheme & if successful will tell you about it - [more anon] - As the 
office is so near the house, you would be all right, even if you 
picnicked for a while - pardon mistake, was disturbed - my thumb is 
fairly big to have you under it, but you do not seem to mind it much & 
it is for our mutual happiness and comfort that you are content to be 
there, my dear. Well, what do you think of Mrs. Paddy? You have had 
an opportunity of judging now, as she was at the McHugh’s all the 
time you were.
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Is she pretty, clever or smart in any way? Must be very attractive for 
G.H. has been very attentive for a long time, without tiring of her. She 
will be making eyes at you my dear, as you are so interesting, 
entertaining & converse so well, that all, even the men like you - what 
chance has a poor woman then, to fight against the fascination? I 
speak from experience, you know. Kathleen McH. goes to the Glo
[u]cester St. convent in Ottawa, her mother told me.  When I get 
there, you will rest quite happily & contentedly - “will not want to play” 
as Hendrick used to say - it is strange the same thing should come 
again & that insomnia should trouble you so much. It is very nice of 
old Joe [Kenny] to attend
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to your lawn - he remembers past favours, evidently - [I] I hope will 
continue to do so. He must have been very saving to have so much 
in the bank & it will be nice for the Herchmers to have that nest egg, 
will it not?
Richard always speaks of building & she says they are paying off 
their debts, so I fancy it will be a long time before they do build.  I 
hope the city will require the lots for the new aqueduct, so they may 
be compelled to move. They will all, I feel sure, be in much better 
health. Gertrude remained at Gertie’s where Flora & she went during 
my absence in Vaudreuil, & may not return today, as it is raining - we 
have had miserable weather, I assure you.
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Torla is anxious to know whether her “Girls Realm” for July was sent 
up to you? if so, will you please send it on as she does not want to 
miss it.
I note what you say re Jim Clarke & will write him, so that should he 
come this way, he can call on us. E. [Hebden] has come back from 
his trips to England, but I do not know whether the Henderson’s did 
or not? - his stay was short. Of course, they are all away at the 
seaside, but indeed! if the weather is not more favourable than it is 
here, it must be very cold - we seem to have so little sunshine. Your 
buffalo coat is at Desjardins in storage - do you not think it would be 
nice to have any repairs needed done? it will be convenient to have 
ready - send arm & chest measurements so that I can see what is 
required. Well, my dear boy, I believe I will close for today - I am 
disturbed so often that the whole morning passes & I write only my 
letter in all that time - not much, eh? All are well & send much love & 
many sweet kisses to you, my darling - God bless you, dear & thanks 
so much for writing me so often. You little know how my heart beats 
when I see the dear missives- with warm embraces,

Ever your true, loving, dutiful little wifie,

Maye
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