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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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26 Ste Famille St.

Aug 10th

My darling old boy,

Your letters of July 3rd & 6th came last Monday the 4th & 
received the usual warm welcome. You are aware long ere this that 
my intention is to leave on or about Oct. 11th. There are very many 
reasons why I cannot go before. In the first place, I cannot get passes 
from Sir F. Borden as he is in England & will not be home until Sept. I 
suppose.
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I can apply to no one else during his absence I presume & as he is 
supposed to be friendly to you, I fancy a few lines from you might 
help me. It is very hard for one to have to do all this asking on my 
own account, as I am not a brilliant society lady & unknown. You 
know where the remittance of £100 all went to. Bartram got the last 
$25.00 of it. As I say I put down in black & white every cent I spend. I 
had to ask for your lease, as Col. Fred White told [us] through
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Auguste note for me to do so, in order to avoid trouble. Yes, you 
would be pension to Zach Wood. Evidently Macdonell feels the 
grandness of his position & considers it very unfair dig to return to his 
old post - too bad! They sometimes get a swelled head! The king is 
crowned at last & I am delighted, as the [Croakers] will cease their 
talk. I trust your sports were a success! were they anything like those 
in Macleod? What was the carnival like? You need me down there to 
enable you to enjoy things as you will not then be always alone. If 
you were riding you cannot fail to enjoy it for your horse would be one 
source of enjoyment. I would very much like to order a nice little trap 
from Tudhope but have not the cash to do it - not yet knowing how 
our trips are going to be, I dare not draw on you at sight, as I must 
reserve the funds for the trip. I will have to do something desperate 
though, for I must have money to go on getting ready, else I cannot
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go at all. If I can possibly do so, I will order a carriage as you say 
before I lease from Tudhope. I fear my trip to Orillia is off. Grace had 
to go to Vancouver to help her brother Alec. whose wife is very ill. 
Essie wrote, wishing me to go this month, but I cannot possibly do so, 
until everything is settled & packed. Now, as the children are not yet 
ready & I still have all my own sewing then the packing to do, it is 
simply impossible for me to do as she requests, so we will not see 
them
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ere we leave. You must be kept very busy but that is not surprising. 
So you are taking the only sister available to the Ball. I do not 
suppose she was very much trouble, but I’ll be bound got a little more 
attention than was paid to a certain lady in old times. The lady in 
question was sometimes brought into the room - after that she could 
shift for herself - whether she went to supper, sat by the wall or 
anything else seldom troubled you as long as your pipe
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& old chums found their way to your den in the mess! fortunately, 
being a good dancer, she always had partners, so consoled herself in 
that way. The same will be done again I suppose, but she is even 
wiser now!! ...... We will sail from here as you know - you know there 
are no more ships going direct from here to Cape town, so I presume 
the Min. of Mil. can send ton free on any steamer from what you say. 
I see Moir was left behind, missed the ship. Bartram told me Moir was 
a hard drinker - I did not know that. Not many honors given any of the 
S.A.C. so far - in fact none to my knowledge.
Very nice of Gen. Barton to speak kindly of your work in both 
“Strathcona’s” & S.A.C. It encourages one, does it not? I suppose 
you are lonely at night - we must try & make it pleasant when we are 
with you - surely my work will end some time & that I shall have a few 
leisure hours daily!
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I never stop here & sew, sew all day & till eleven at night always - 
never retire before midnight. I am sure you are wondering at what I 
have to do but you said to dress the little ones for two years. I had to 
purchase plenty for them, as they could not go dressed as they are 



here; nor could I, for the matter of that. We have very little left of what 
we had in Macleod & Regie has not yet been able to pay the &150.00 
he owes for the furniture - he has always had to struggle along &
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had to help John - his marriage so soon after his building his house, 
also kept him back: hence I have waited four years now for the 
money in question - pleasant, is it not? I would love to have the cash 
now, mais que voux-tu? As I told you before I am doing all in my 
power to get ready as speedily as possible. Will be glad to see the 
Zoo, as I have never visited one in my life. So the ball came off & you 
danced? well! well! so much the better. I am delighted to learn that & 
fear
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that as I have not danced a step since Jan. 97 at the ball in barracks 
before Harwood’s birth, that my step will have lost its elasticity & 
lightness & I will be such a poor waltzer, my partners will never ask 
me again. There is no use trying to feel young. I have lost my youth 
since you left me. --It will take a great deal to make me feel as I used 
to. How fortunate you were in securing so many pretty & 
distinguished looking partners!
I do not doubt about going out - at first I could really & truly not 
believe that you had sent for us - it seemed so improbable from your 
letters that it would ever come. Your cable went to the Dept. in 
Ottawa then was sent to me by the Adjutant General. That is how it 
came out - no one said you meant said peace, but your sending for 
me pointed that way - as you had always said you wou8ld not bring 
us out until the country was settled & you had decided to remain, they 
naturally drew their own conclusions.
[/pg 9]
[pg 10]
I will leave your buffalo coat & my racoon at [Desjardins] & have them 
looked after during our absence. I will see if I can do anything re Mr. 
Stuart - there are queer men in the world. The idea of refusing to 
honor the draft & his son a grown-up man. You are too kind-hearted 
anyway - you never refuse anyone - not like me I assure you, a very 
good thing for you that your wife is one of the stingy, close kind. Mrs. 
[Minn] wrote this week asking
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me to let her know when I intended going up. I will reply soon & tell 
her I cannot go. I suppose they will be a little disappointed, but I 
cannot help it - some years will necessarily elapse ere they see me 
again. There is not very much news. I am stitching away as I said. I 
suffered much from toothache & had the wisdom teeth extracted on 
Tuesday. I have the two others yet, not a pleasant prospect.
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Dr. Macdonald gave Flora ether on Friday a.m. & Frank took out her 
first two lower double teeth - others were coming & I feared they 
might come out in the gum as the upper’s did. The dentists here say 
not to straighten her upper ones until she is about fifteen - they might 
make her mouth crooked or spoil it. I have consulted the best with my 
brothers, otherwise you might not be satisfied & think I have 
neglected them. I gave her a book of Fairy Tales & she was 
delighted.
Duffins is here - came Friday as Tillie expected an event, but so far 
no news. I hope it will be soon as he is an awful bother & is so hard 
to manage. Well, my dear I will end this long letter - could not find 
time to write during the week, too busy. When you can send me 
money it will be welcome. I fear our going will run you into debt & we 
will be long getting straightened out again. God bless you - the 
children join in much love & many kisses. Write often - we sail not 
before Oct. 11th sure, as it is impossible. Your own true loving, lonely 
wifie, Maye.
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I wrote Col Fred White re Pension & had his answer. He says he 
wrote you that he did “not propose moving on the matter until the 
ministers re-assemble in the Autumn”. “I want if I possibly can, to get 
his time while in S. Africa counted towards his Police pension, but 
there are difficulties in the way”.
I am much disappointed as I hope to get some cash from there - such 
is life!!
 Maye


