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1513, 1st St. W.
Calgary, Jan. 6th 1909

My own darling boy,

You cannot imagine how much pleasure the receipt of your two 
letters dated the 2nd & 3rd which came to me this morning gave me & 
how pleased I am that your trip was not delayed in any way. It was more 
than kind to write me on the very night of your arrival when you must 
have been tired after the journey. You are fortunate in having such a 
good servant look after you, dear. The happy New Years day was spoilt 
by the parting in store for us all, buy of course, that could not be 
remedied in any way. I wrote & told you of our doings - the evening was 
quiet, as we were fatigued after our ball of the previous night. I am not 
surprised the little soldier wants to stay with you - they all do.

The house has been fairly comfortable, but Bagnall has to keep 
firing up - it is very cold tonight outside but they expect a change soon. I 
will not be sorry as I hate being compelled to sit near the coils.

I mentioned the telegram coming for you in my Sunday letter, but it
was brought in about ten on
[/pg 1]
[pg 2]
the morning of the 2nd. I do not know when it was sent from Winnipeg.

Am delighted you were asked to tea & suppose it helps pass the 
time & you are not so lonely.

The Mackie’s were at tea at the Lilly’s on Sunday where we also 
were, as well as the Molson’s & McLeod Hawkin’s. It was bitterly cold - 
we all walked down together, the Mackie’s going to Dr. Macdonald’s for 
dinner & evening. I went to Madame Talbot’s where I met some of the 
French people. Mrs. Bouleau called for me, the Dr. & his daughter being 
ahead. Mrs. Costigan & Frank were there too - the evening was spent 
playing cards, do not be horrified!
Minnie had a cold & would not venture out again. The Mackie’s packed 
all day Monday, coming here for lunch. It was nine before they ended 



their labours & they went to The Alberta to be near the station. They left 
Tuesday & it seems more like a week - we miss them, for she came in 
so often, just like one of the family. They did not succeed in renting their 
house. I shall bear in mind what you say about asking Dr. Macdonald or 
Mr. Clarke when I need help about anything. Mr. Talbot has also kindly 
volunteered to do what he can if required.

I am sure the officer’s wife & daughter must feel bad over all & I 
too feel sorry for them.
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I sincerely hope your cold is better & that it was nothing serious. I got 
some medicine from Oliver which has done me good & I do not cough as
I did, I assure you. On Monday night, Minnie & I went to Dr. Smith’s to 
play bridge, walking up with the Talbot’s. Mr. & Mrs. Lilly, Mr. & Mrs. McL.
Hawkins, Dr. Mary Crawford, Mr. & Mrs. Hamilton (Basil) were there too -
the house was cold, but the night was a severe one - thirty below zero - 
played until we were tired, but Dr. & Mrs. Smith are bridge fiends, you 
know. I soon tire, as it requires constant attention & practice. Yesterday 
we were in all day - this morning, we went to High Mass - in the p.m. 
went next door, being asked by Mrs. Taylor to meet Mrs. Pennefather, 
niece of the Dr. in Winnipeg, whose husband is employed in the C.P.R. &
who lived here a few years ago, then in Macleod & who now resides in 
Lethbridge - then on to Mrs. Talbot’s who gave a small tea for Dr. M. 
Crawford - tomorrow, Mrs. B. Hamilton goes out also, then her sister 
returns to Winnipeg on Saturday - if it is not too cold, we shall go.

I see by “The Star” that your old friend Dr. McGuigan died on or 
about the 29th as it was in “The Star” of the 30th. You will, I know regret 
it. 

I have not been to see the Sisters’ about Flora, as it has been so 
very cold & they were not at leisure on Sunday, but will go tomorrow or 
next day
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if the weather changes. 

I will write soon - if you wish me to do so dear, but I do not wish to 
tire you with long letters. I certainly forgive any pain you cause me. I love
you so dearly, my darling, that I suppose I am over sensitive & feel any 



little contriteness too keenly. I grieve, but I forget it almost at once; my 
darling when you are near I feel so much happier. You must not call 
yourself a poor old wretch for you are far from being such a thing & do 
not think it either.   

I am enclosing Mr. [Thoburn] Allen’s receipt as you told me you 
had paid for two months & he only acknowledges one as you [see].

Mr. Biddell’s a/c is also enclosed - the meat bill also & I will phone 
them re payment on the 10th as it only came yesterday.

Mr. Godson Godson’s letter was sent up from Winnipeg, so I had 
to tear off the envelope, there being no space to readdress it. I have 
also, woman like reused it, but I know you will not mind my doing so. All 
are well & join in much love, my own darling. God bless you & take care 
of yourself, for our sakes. Hope you are getting on with the disagreeable 
business on hand & that it will not last long. 
With kisses

Your own devoted, lonely little wifie

Maye.
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