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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
Aug 26th, 8 p.m.

My own darling Boy,

Here I am at last able to sit down for a few minutes to 
write, after a very busy day, I assure you. Your dear letters of the 21st 
& 23rd came by this morning’s mail & received a right warm welcome. 
All the little ones had theirs, as well & derived much pleasure from 
you kind thoughtfulness. Capt. McDonnell has this moment 
telephoned asking if I could receive him & of course I could not say 
no, so he is en route & I will hand him the one addressed to him. I 
am please that you liked
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the present for [Rona] & hope they did. I am sure that as usual you 
looked fine & took the cake at the wedding in top hat & frock. I am 
getting quite interested in Mrs. [Howe], whom I met in Halifax as you 
may remember - wonder whether we shall be friends. The club 
cannot be of much use if they do not give meals, as they lose what 
would be a source of revenue & prove attractive by not doing so, I am 
sure.

It is now 7 p.m. - Tuesday Aug. 27th. I had only written this far 
yesterday, when Capt. Macdonell came in & as he left at 10:30 it was 
too late to write after & I had too busy a time to pen a line today.

I am pleased
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they remitted the money for trip; as you say it will come in handy. 
Yesterday Gertie came back from Vaudreuil with her youngest boy 
coming up for dinner. Gus came too - Gertrude also from Cote St. 
Paul to get a fresh supply of clothes. I had a dressmaker sewing for 
Torla & an extra one in the kitchen, came to do a big washing up of 
quilts etc, lent us by Marie. You can fancy, I had not a leisure moment 
will all these extra people. This morning I went to the C.P.R. freight 



offices, accompanied by Gus. I had tried so many times to get them 
by telephone but never succeeded - found out it would cost about 
$136.00 for a car of 2400 lbs - they will do all they can to help me, 
due to a little visit I paid Sir T. Shaughnessy last week & who was 
very affable, speaking kindly of you. Torla is reading out extracts from 
“The Star” which disturb me sometimes. You will find I have taken a 
long time about things I fear, but I cannot help it - it is the money that 
bothers me as I have so much to pay out & the car must I fancy, be 
paid in advance. I have as yet
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purchased nothing for the house & have not wasted a red cent, I give 
you my word. I am tempted to try Morgan’s for carpets & a few things 
as they are cheaper than  here & will all go in the cost of the car. I 
have thought & thought until I wonder I have any head left. It is too 
bad to have to pay twice the amount in Calgary. I wonder if you will 
think I have done right, if I ask them to give us credit for a time?

Yes, dear I think the Academy is healthy. The water is what 
bothers me, as I am sure they never think of boiling it in such 
institutions, as they use such quantities. I had a letter from Cara 
yesterday & reading between the
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lines I am inclined to think she wants to have her say before Minnie 
meets me, as there evidently is some sort of disagreement there. Of 
course, after the breaking off of Antoine’s engagement & having been 
the guilty party, I should not care to partake of her hospitality without 
seeing her someplace else than in her own home - you understand, 
do you not, dear? I shall write & let her know when I pass through so 
that she can come to the train & call on us. We have had cold 
weather - yesterday was like a day late in autumn, the wind being 
very damp & raw - today was slightly warmer & sunnier. I suppose 
you will need a horse, so if you find the one you mention a good one,
[/pg 5]
[pg 6]
more than likely you have selected him.
Bagnall requested me to mention that they are quite willing to agree 
to the terms you wished for - he also said that you were agreeable to 
giving them $40.00 per month & of the contract - I asked him “if he 
would remain a year”? “Three, four or more on these terms”, was his 
reply. We went & had tea with Capt. Main on the “Pretorian” this 



afternoon. Mother, Torla, Harwood & myself, having a pleasant visit. 
He was hoping to receive a reply to his written on Friday, but I told 
him you had been absent for some days & that your answer could not 
possibly come before he sailed on the 29th. Harwood had a glorious 
time & he filled the inside of his blouse with apples & oranges, saying 
“he knew what lads’ liked”. I have yours of the 23rd written the day 
you left for Med. Hat in my hand at present. I will have $226.90 to go 
until the end of the month. I have $45.00 for repairing piano & the 
storage extra - furs $55.00 or more - grocer as much I suppose - 
car, $136.00, Flora for board & tuition $50.00 for [2] months or 
thereabouts, storage on cases I do not know how much, then there is 
the cartage, our meals, Pullman, etc; the sums mentioned come to 
$336.00 & you need $100.00 so can you tell me how to manage? a 
word of advice from you will be so welcome, my own darling. Col. 
Macdonald
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writes to say he will give me transport for myself, children & 
servants, but he is stretching a point on giving it for the latter? he 
says nothing of living expenses or berths of course, so I suppose that 
will have to be paid by me. Mind you, I do not want to worry you, but 
I really do not know what to do. I cannot borrow from Mother, for we 
have done so & she needs money to set up house keeping again, as 
Frank has no furniture & she cannot live like that. I suppose you 
found Minnie well & anxious to see us up there. Hope you enjoyed 
the trip. You are back in Calgary tonight, little expecting that your 
awful little wife is writing you like this. I at times feel sorry I did not go
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west when you did, my dear - it would have been better & far cheaper 
I think. You never said who [Roma] married / is she to reside in 
Calgary? They must have made some money to afford so much 
champagne. It was nice of you to to have to propose Mrs. Macleod’s 
health & I am sure you said many nice things. The wedding must 
have been fine, but how could they have a marriage without a 
Kennedy? Your two from Med.Hat came in this morning during my 
absence. You are indeed prompt in writing so soon after travelling all 
afternoon. It is a good thing the Govt. is generous in giving you 
sufficient to pay expenses when you are on the go. Your long letter of 
the 24th awaits an answer now.
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Bill Parker of “Strathcona’s Horse” is I, suppose the one you mean. 
Very hard for [Borodaile] to have to live apart from his wife in that 
way, but it is a blessing his mode of life keeps him in fair health. 
Parker is stationed at Med. Hat I suppose, as he is still in the 
R.N.W.M.P. I believe. Did the Anderton’s that lived in Macleod get the 
benefit of the homestead sale, or was it someone else? Bray used to 
live near Pincher Creek. I remember meeting him in the old days. It is 
wonderful what the gas does in the way of light, heat & fuel & is 
marvelously cheap - not many places are like that I must say. I note 
what you say & will wire Supt. Parker when we pass through, as I 
should like to give him a heart hand clasp. Went to Frank’s this 
morning to have my teeth looked at for a while - very unpleasant, I 
assure you. It is late so as I wish to mail this tonight, I shall have to 
stop. Be sure my darling that I do not want to worry you about the 
cash for my trip, but I must mention, my dear. All are well & join in 
much love to you, my own dear boy. God bless you & take care of 
you, until we meet again, is the fervent wish & prayer of

Your own true, devoted little wifie,

Maye
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