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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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6a Pasadena Court
July 4th 1915.

My own darling Sam,
The first letter to be answered today is that of June 13th, 

received on the 28th & as usual, warmly welcomed. In it you 
acknowledge mine of May 28th, which to us, here seems months & 
months ago. It is only when I stop to think that we realize that you left 
only on May 11th, it has seemed such a long, long time since I last 
clasped your’s [sic] & my laddie’s hands & kissed you both good-bye. 
I have heard nothing re
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your letter from [Inglis], but when I make the next payment, shall see 
them in person. I am so glad you do not need the pension cheque, as 
it will enable me to do so much more in reducing the amount, that to 
me seemed so formidable. Roger Pocock is the same eccentric 
fellow, no doubt. It is strange how that Curtis affair still clings to his 
name. when [sic] I mentioned him to some one, I do not remember 
whom, that was the one thing they recalled concerning him & which I 
tried to set straight & put him right in the eyes of those about me. I do 
hope that Genl Wilkinson will be as pleasant to work with, as
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Genl. Macdougall was. I cannot understand why, when a person is 
doing well, understands his work, is well liked by those he works with 
& efficient in every way, the powers at the war office think it 
necessary to move him & appoint another in his place. for [sic] it 
follows, that it takes the new comer some time to get everything to his 
way of thinking, which may be entirely different to his predecessor & 
that cannot be for the good of the service, especially at such a trying 
time as the present. While it would set my heart at rest to have you in 
England, I know how you would feel, if any one is appointed to 
command the Division in France. I also feel sure, it would cause a 
very strong feeling throughout the length & breadth of the whole 



Dominion, & it would be much resented & recruiting would be slow 
after that. Knowing how your heart is set on the matter & how you 
would feel, I keep silence & hope things will be as you so ardently 
wish. It is too bad there should be misunderstanding’s [sic] at such a 
time & that some of our best commander’s [sic] are home for that 
reason. Gertrude’s & Flora’s ideas of Imperialism are strong & of 
course, I have said nothing of the changes, so they cannot air their 
sentiments in public over the matter. I only say, “well, we will decide 
on what our future movements are, when I know
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Papa is sure to remain on the other side, as he might return after all.” 
It keeps them thinking, but they of course would be indignant if you 
were not treated squarely. Alice the maid returned on the 25th & 
seems contented. she [sic] has a good place, kind treatment & goes 
out very often, so cannot find fault in that respect. I did not know my 
poor laddie was suffering & that his teeth needed attention. I do hope 
he is quite well in every way soon. Your next is a short letter, dated 
the 14th. The girl’s [sic] read yours. they [sic] did not say much, but 
seem in a way more settled. I did not 
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see or read it, only an extract was read to me. however [sic], I have 
told them all along they must be patient. Commander Evans is very 
attentive & seems, like every one who meets you, to have taken a 
fancy to you, my dear. You enjoyed visiting the Cathedral in 
Canterbury, I am sure, but must have been sorry to miss Commander 
Evans. Too bad Major Mackie is suffering from shock, but it is not to 
be wondered at. I am told they are saying nasty things about him, but 
is the world!. [sic] Yes, the paper says “You are up with the birds.” 
That is in [Cruseau]’s report to the Telegram. So Frank has written & 
wants to go! Well, it would be a terrible
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thing if anything happened & that he could not practice his 
profession, for he has nothing to fall back on then. it [sic] would worry 
mother very much, for naturally, as a person gets on in years, these 
things affect one in consequence. Regie thinks he may be called 
upon to leave in three weeks or so; that keeps her thinking & she has 
felt your’s [sic] & Harwood’s going very keenly, far more than she lets 
on to us. Your next is that of June 16th, written after a hard days work, 



without feeling the least fatigue. You say mine of the 30th reached you 
then too. Genl Hughes & Borden (Sir Robert) both being in England 
when you get this, may have settled the question of the Comd & your 
fears may be at rest. They seem determined to have you if some of 
the officers have cabled. They know how the Canadian can fight & if 
the men can do so & prove themselves so good in every way, they 
must know that the men who have trained them, are worthy to lead 
them! Well, dear if you come home, “poor disgraced me” will have 
the usual welcome & affection awaiting him & the whole country will 
do him honour, just the same. If I do go over, I shall have to store the 
furniture & things & all go over. however [sic], more about that later. 
As you say, we must do our best to protect our only boy, poor dear. 
Mayor Waugh’s eldest son will be a cripple for life I am told. only [sic] 
21. he [sic] was shot through the back, his knee is stiff & his right 
arm paralysed. I suppose he will return. he [sic] was in Strathcona’s, 
I think.
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The draft from the Artillery must be nearly over, as well as a draft 
from Lord S. Horse in command of [Tatton] & Boger. [Hanny] 
Harrower is senior, but was wanted here. The rest of the Art are in 
Sewell, much to their disgust. Col. Rultan seems to be here more 
now. Some say Col. Elliott is a nice man, but I have not seen him. I 
had occasion to phone Col. Rultan for the I.O.D.E. the other day. I 
phoned the D.O. [sher.] 2819 & the one who replied was so rude in 
my opinion, that when I spoke to Col. Rultan, I told him that whoever 
answered 2819 needed a lesson in politeness. he [sic] said “I am 
glad you told me, Mrs Steele. I shall see about it.” When 2819 
answered
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I said - “please tell me whom is in Comd just now” “You know quite 
well”. “Is Col. Rultan in the city today?” Yes, [who] is speaking”. “Mrs 
Steele.” “What Mrs S. there’s [sic] more than one you know?.”[sic] “I 
am aware of that, but this is General Steele’s wife.” “Well, then ring 
up [sher.] 1044.” thank you [sic], said I & at once proceeded to speak 
to [from] Col. R. if [sic] an officer, then he deserved to be well 
lectured. if [sic] one of the clerks, well [censored]. It is no wonder the 
ladies tell me, “Mrs Steele there is such a change in Barracks since 
the Genl left.” if [sic] they are spoken to in the same tone. I hope it will 



have a good effect & that they will be more gracious. A bill came from 
the Remington Typewriter Co for a 
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machine you had in Waldron Court. only [sic] $1.50ct but I told them to 
send it directly to Fort Osborne, as I have sent it to them before & 
they have evidently paid no attention. as [sic] it is Govt work, I do not 
see why I should pay. Where is your own typewriter that I paid over 
$20000 for when you were in Africa & which we brought home?. [sic] it 
[sic] was in your office in Fort Osborne. I think. Did Mr Berry bring it 
over? if [sic] not, we should not leave it there. The paymaster in the 
Art who took all the money I mentioned, is Capt Humphries. he [sic] 
was at the Orillia dinner in the Garry, I think. a [sic] small, thick set 
man; [bractful] to a marked degree. He came to the house several 
times & used to play the piano rather well. His wife & family spent the 
winter in California & no wonder. I do not know what the end of it was, 
but I heard the officer’s [sic] would each have to pay quite a large 
sum to settle matters. it [sic] was kept quiet, rather a mistake. he [sic] 
was going about here & said he would join a battalion down East, so 
I suppose he has gone from the west. You saw & conversed with him 
very often. Her nobleness is well, but I find her looking white. she 
[sic] does not get out as often as when we had the motor, but I try to 
coax her every time I go. Surely, you will not say I complain or worry. 
I have tried hard not to do so, or annoy you in any way & have done 
my best to do exactly as you would like me to. The I.O.D.E. 
presented a field kitchen 
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to the 28th Battalion as you know & I am happy to say, it is almost 
paid for. Your next is that of June 16th & the card for “The Author’s 
Clipping Bureau” was enclosed therein. I shall attend to that as soon 
as I can. Am pleased you could select such a fine camp for Col. 
Ketchen & feel sure, the spirit of the great Roman invader must haunt 
the spot & will put renewed force & rigor into the command, which will 
enable them to do fine work towards defeating the enemy we are at 
present fighting. I do hope Harwood’s tonsils are all right now. did 
[sic] not know he ever had any trouble with them, for he is one that 
never complains. poor [sic] dear! he [sic] is like his mother in that 
way!!. [sic]
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Your next & last is that of the 17th. You mention a “tactical scheme” 
but beyond that say nothing, so it would be pretty difficult for one to 
give it away, would’n’t [sic] it?. [sic] So nice to hear Harwood is doing 
so well & that his tonsils are normal. Soldiering is in the blood & he 
takes to it like a duck to water. You must be happy at being so 
bronzed, for you think you are at your best then I know. any [sic] way, 
your right arm is better & you are feeling fit, so you must look well. 
There is not much news to write about. Last Thursday, the 1st, the 
girls went to Sewell, accompanied by Mrs

 Gordon who chaperoned 
them. There was a special train, but they used the pass sent by the 
C.P.R. in April. had [sic] a nice time. no [sic] one asked me
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especially or even expressed the wish that I should go. Mother & I 
went to Miss Morrison at the Bank of Montreal & viewed the parade 
from there: she asked us to lunch & we remained till five p.m. enjoyed 
[sic] it very much The parade was very good. am [sic] sending 
papers. The whole front of Eaton’s store on Portage is an immense 
Union Jack. 240 feet long by 100 wide. it [sic] is beautifully put 
together & they say the largest flag in the world. [fine]. the [sic] floats 
were very nice & much credit is due the promoters who did so well & 
were seconded in their efforts by the business men & the women, 
who are doing all in their power, to make the two days a success. We 
have so far no summer. no [sic] heat at all. rain [sic] & cloudy weather 
all the time & we are wearing our spring suits. light [sic] clothes will 
not be necessary at this rate. it [sic] is too cool for things to grow & 
flourish as usual. Elinor Mitchell told me her father had a lovely letter 
from you & was delighted. Last Sunday evening, Mother & I spent 
alone for the first time since she came up. Flora & Gertrude went to 
the Donnelly’s & no one favoured us. There are none of their old 
friends left, Mac being one of the last & he went to Sewell, two weeks 
ago. Mrs Ketchen & her little family are well, but she feels very lonely. 
Flora goes over to see her often. I have so many meetings that I 
have not much leisure: had a dressmaker in for a few days trying to 
fix myself & the girls up a little, so that keeps me busy. made [sic] a 
nice white [Hancket] cloth coat for Gertrude & it is much admired & 
cost less than half it would have been
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to purchase ready made. she [sic] is charmed & must now get one for 
Flora: one cannot venture out this year without a warm wrap. I see 



[come] Mr John Macdougall is gone. is [sic] he not a brother of the Rev 
John? The political scandals still continue. even [sic] “The Telegram” 
is outspoken & shocked at it all. The D.C. Cameron’s [sic] are here & 
evidently are not going to their summer home. He wants to watch 
proceeding’s [sic] no doubt, as his name figures rather prominently in 
the matter. Mrs A.W. Ross was so delighted to learn her cousin was a 
prisoner & not dead. “While there is life, there is hope.” she says. she 
[sic] said the other day she was not well & feared “she was beginning 
to break up.”
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My darling boy, I fear I have written such a long letter that you will 
have been tempted to cast it aside unread. I could not pen a line 
during the week, having been busy. We are all well & they join me in 
fondest love to both Harwood & yourself. I need not ask you to write 
when you can, as you are sure to do that, my darling. God bless & 
keep you both until we [must] meet again. As ever,

Your own devoted, affectionate little wifie, 
Maye.

[Angus] de B. was here on Wednesday. says [sic] he is to marry 
Blanche Pennefather on July 20th. He looks well & deserves to be 
remembered. 
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