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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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26 Ste Famille St.

July 20th

My own darling boy,

Your nice letter of June 14th reached me on the 17th & 
charmed me very much; it was unexpected, as I feared you were 
going to carry out your threat of not writing any more, but as you 
know now that I cannot leave here until Oct. 1[0]th I hope you will 
keep on favoring me until the time comes. Well, my dear
/pg 1]
[pg 2]
old pet, I am doing all I can to hurry & get ready so that I will be able 
to devote all my leisure to you when we are together once more, my 
dear old boy. I had a sewing girl in for two days this week, all she 
could give me, as another disappointed me, & we made a lot of pants 
for Dubbie out of some of your old green “Strathcona's”. They had 
never been worn, still, I knew they would not be used by you.
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Flora is writing at the same time so pray excuse the crooked lines. I 
was much surprised on Thursday about five by a visit from Mr. 
Cowdry & his little son, Gus. They arrived that morning & took the 
steamer that night for Eng. Mary is there at school & they are anxious 
to see her. I invited him to Africa when he cared to come & told him 
we would welcome him - he really seemed much pleased & his face 
beamed all over. I would not be at all surprised if he came “someday”. 
He seems well & told me news of everyone in Macleod - once more 
said the “barracks are not what they used to be - so changed”.
Moffatt is superannuated & Primrose takes his place in Maple Creek 
- they do not like it & want to be in Lethbridge or Macleod where 
[Howe] is, as you know. 
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Miss McAuley of Orillia also surprised me yesterday. She is spending 
a short time with relatives here. I must do something to entertain her, 



as they are always nice to me - theatre & an ice-cream afterwards, I 
suppose. She looks well & says all are in good health up there. Essie 
has gone to see her friend, Miss Wesley in Newmarket where Col. 
Irvine lives. I had forgotten the name of
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the place for the moment.
Dubbie was quite sick for a few days. Reggie attended him & kept 
him in bed for some days. He is now, quite well again & if he could 
only get flesh on his bones, would look well. Torla & Gertrude are fine 
& tanned by their Vaudreuil trip. Your last acknowledges four of mine 
- 8th, 9th, 11th & 15th of May. I did not find a moment to write this 
week, so you will have none between the 15th & today. Poor fellow! 
This money question gives us much bother!
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I do hope all my letters come to you safely, for as I told you several 
times, I acknowledge every draft at once, my dear boy. Yes, we will 
have a second honey moon [sic], only with the difference of three 
warm, affectionate little hearts to link us closer together than when 
we went on our first - we will enjoy it all the more, I suppose. Yes, 
dear I will come all right & I do hope you understand well the cause of 
my delay. I am anxiously awaiting an answer from Lord S. which will, 
I trust come soon. The next premium due in Dec. will not have the 
extra &100.00 if the country has a government & all running 
smoothly. The “[S.A.F.’s]” will be $5.30 or more as long as you are 
absent from Canada. “The Great West” the same $33.45 quarterly. I 
will be careful of the water - we have a splendid filter which we will 
bring out. Your letters make me feel young again & your admissions
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of your fondness for “grown-ups” seems to waken a feeling which has 
lain latent for a long time now. There is no use in my trying to pen a 
decent letter. That chatter-box of our Torla, disturbs me every 
moment or so! I find that I have used up all my note paper - my 
number of correspondents increases all the time & I really must 
neglect some of them until I am ready for my trip! Frank is going to 
begin to fix her teeth. I never saw such a mouthful of
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teeth as she has - her letter will let you see she is nervous about it, 
but I hope she will be brave as usual - it will take time & I sincerely 
hope will not hurt too much. Well my darling, God bless you & take 
heart, we will go as soon as possible & be as well prepared as we 
can be. I hope you will write every day when you can - your letters 
are a comfort. I had supper at the Brierley’s & enjoyed it Sunday last. 
The youngest Rae girls were there & their father. A thousand kisses 
from us all.
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