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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
Sept. 22nd 10 p.m. [a.m.?]

My own darling Boy,

As usual I come this morning after breakfast & mass to 
pen my usual letter to you, my own dear one. Your dear letters of the 
15th & 16th today await a reply as I have been too busy to write 
before. Yes, I have had a lot of worry but it will end when we are 
reunited I hope, my dear. Your telegram came as I said before, too 
late to prevent my buying some furniture, but I only bought the 
principal things, as you know from my last. Looking over the 
catalogue carefully, I believe the articles I got here are cheaper & 
better & everybody will not know the exact price of all or have in the 
house.
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I consulted Gus often, but you see he is very busy, & has his own in 
V__ to attend to. He has done what he could I feel sure, but the 
money market is in such state that people will do nothing for one 
without the money being put into their hands. Had the furniture deal 
not been on, I might have gone before - however it cannot be helped 
& I feel certain all will be well if we are together. I went to see 
Blacklock Bros’ & the cases are ready to be shipped just as soon as 
the furniture is crated.

Torla has had a cold, but is better. She & Gertrude dined 
breakfasted with Mr. Parent & Harwood has gone to join them. The 
latter is going to the cemetery with Mr. Parent, who goes every 
Sunday morning to see his wife’s grave.
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he seems very fond of the children & said “I love their company & do 
dislike going on my usual mission alone - it makes me feel so sad & 
the sight of the children cheers my heart”. In the course of 
conversation coming home from church, I happened to mention Capt. 



Macdonnell’s name & said he was an English engineer who was a 
great friend of ours who was looking for work - etc etc. to my surprise 
Mr. Parent asked me to ask him to call - that he was going to build a 
tramway from Quebec city to [Spencerwood] & after that the Quebec 
aquaduct [sic]. You may be sure I was charmed to telephone Capt. M. 
as soon as I reached home & he seems delighted & requested to 
come & tell me the result of the interview. Mr. Parent seems pleased 
to hear of him & said he particularly desired an English engineer. they 
are so well up in their professions, etc. I do hope something comes 
of it, for I shall then feel that I can do a little good in the world & help 
those one who has always been so very nice & polite to us. As Capt. 
M. knows French, I am sure that will be of some assistance too. I 
know you will be very proud of my success should the affair come to 
anything & rejoice with me, that he is not compelled to return to 
Ireland owing to lack of work.

I wrote Col. Macdonald re transport, but have not yet had a 
reply - scarcely time for it, I suppose.
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Mr. [McNiell] wrote a few lines & hoped the enclosed would be useful 
“enclosing a pass good to Oct. 31st for myself - was it not kind of 
him? I am writing to thank him. I may not use it in which case I shall 
return it from Calgary I suppose, as it is safer to have it in any case.

I went to see Morgan twice personally, then had the third 
interview by telephone as I preferred that way. I had enough of it to 
suit me. We shall have to buy somewhere (Calgary), but we can 
arrange & select when we come. It will not take much time to choose 
an iron bed or two & we can manage I am sure for a while until the 
cases & car arrives on the scene.

Our weather is also fine & I trust it will continue so until we 
leave. Our streets are dry & the rain [storms] 
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over. I did not know Miss [Lumwell] had left school, but I do recollect 
now that the Col. said she finished in June last - prospects are better 
there for one no doubt.

I am so glad you are better & trust you will take good care of 
yourself, my darling. 

I called on the Bastion’s who live a door or two from here the 
other evening returning a former visit. I there met a lady who at once 
spoke of Capt. Press as knowing us so well - she said “he is so fond 



of his wife, an Australian lady who must have been very pretty - she 
has beautiful eyes & he simply dotes on her - cannot do enough for 
herself & the baby. I keep thinking “if you only knew!” - they are 
straitlaced & I feel sure it would be a shock if the truth were known.
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I shall indeed feel important if I succeed re Capt. Macdonnell when 
such well known men as Sir R. Cartwright & others like that, have 
done so little for him.

Poor dear. I am sorry you had such a miserable time, but this 
letter will be the forerunner of one coming & the days will soon pass. 
This time next Sunday we may be on the train, although all beg of me 
to leave next Sunday night, but I have not decided yet. As mother has 
been so very ill I would like to see her fairly well settled in Frank’s ere 
we go, as she may be some time minus a servant. Your short 
business letter of the 15th lies open, but as I answered the telegram 
at once there is not much to reply to. I am still busy & do not lose one 
minute in the day - you will wonder how that is, “but a woman’s work 
is never done,” you know. The children are well & send fondest love 
to dear Papa. Torla is doing well as usual - knows lessons & gets 
good marks every time. Gertrude & Charlotte had a picnic on the [mt.] 
yesterday afternoon. Frank & his lady love, Torla & Gertrude were 
among the sixteen or so present & enjoyed it. Mother has been out & 
is much better although not perfectly restored. Uncle Henry returns to 
the city on Tuesday - they live at the corner from here. All join in 
sweet kisses. With warmest embraces & a happy reunion my darling, 
Believe me,  

Ever your own true, devoted little wifie,

Maye
[/pg 6]


