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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
Aug 15th, 6 p.m.

My own darling Boy,

Yours of the 10th acknowledging mine of the 6th came last 
evening, too late for me to answer on my return from the 
dressmakers. I was charmed to get it of course. I hope you are 
having fine weather & enjoying your inspecting tour. I saw about the 
[fur] buffalo coat this afternoon & they will fix it up very nicely for you, 
lengthen the sleeves, bind pockets & edges with [beaver?], in fact, 
make it No 1 for $10.00 - very reasonable, is it not? the [tross?] will 
be put on & all - 
We too had a change in the weather, but it is warm & sunny today. Is 
it not horrible to have people
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say such things of George Hope? he must be a fool - Miss [Mollison] 
still is at her post! she must be a good business woman & has found 
a success. I hope all will not feel the hard times for it will prevent 
more settlers coming in. We went to Mrs. Bolts as intended last 
evening, Torla preferring to go to Aunt Gertie’s - Mother & self had a 
pleasant time. The Charlie [Terroux’] were there & he told me he was 
so sorry at missing you - very much altered mother & father are, he 
being very grey - their eldest daughter’s death was a terrible blow to 
them! The present eldest is engaged to young Bolt. Dr. Frank 
[Ibbottson] was there & sang very often as well as a young 
Englishman called 
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Gibbons who has a nice voice too - two Misses Macdonell who 
played cello & violin respectively & very well. Mrs. Bolt accompanied 
& she is a good pianist, so it was altogether a most musical affair. 
Mother, Mrs. [Terroux] & myself were the audience - the house is 
small, so could not hold many comfortably. They all walked home with 



us, Dr. [Ibbottson] being very polite - he spoke of George Cameron & 
when I asked him if he was the Major Cameron who had resigned his 
Commission replied “that he had not seen the item in the “Star”, but 
that there was no other Major Cameron to his knowledge & as he had 
failed in his exams some months ago, did not suppose he had since 
passed, so he must be the man in question”. We have finished 
supper. The little ones went up to the Mt with Annie & Bagnall this 
p.m., elated of course at the idea of a picnic - they enjoy an outing 
immensely. I wrote yesterday re Bagnall & he himself did the same, I 
believe. You know I do all for the best, & when I said I thought you 
would give $40.00 per month to both, did not think you would object 
to 
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$40.00 instead of $35.00 monthly. I intend to make them do all for us, 
as these are good wages. I had thought of having washing done out 
of the house when I reached Calgary, but will not do so, with such 
wages paid to them. However I will wait & see what you say, dear. 
You told me they were scarce, & as we know them, thought I had 
better wait until you answered - if it is too much, why it is easy to tell 
them so. 
Your dear letter of the [11]th came today at noon & I found my dinner 
doubly good when perusing it. I do not know how my letter failed you 
on Sunday, the 11th as I am sure I write every day as a rule - this 
blot was caused by my pen, so pray excuse it.
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Your letters are very numerous & keep you very busy. Mackie’s wife 
remains at Banff, I suppose - when did he marry? a Winnipegger? I 
think Mrs. McHugh has discovered your weak point & praises me up, 
knowing you are fond of your little wifie. I can assure you I never 
fancied I had any claim to prettiness & never gave my looks a thought 
as a child. They seem to admire the family in general, do they not? 
Every one seems to find Torla a handsome girl & I hope she will be 
what she promises. There will be plenty of [illegible] pulling for all the 
new appointment in every line & it will be interesting to see the 
selections, will it not? I was amused at what you say of Pat [Browne] -
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Jim Dickey found a remedy for his loneliness, did he not? he [may] 
find it too noisy some day, as he is very likely to do his duty, is he 



not? There may be small dicky birds to charm him. I will go tomorrow 
morning & purchase a present for Roma Macleod. I shall get as nice 
a one as possible, although I cannot promise to get a very 
extravagant one. Capt. McDonnell came to call this p.m. having 
returned on Monday Wednesday from Quebec. I was out & Mother 
forgot to give him your letter, however I will phone him & ask where to 
send it - he enjoyed his stay there very much & looks well. I bought 
towels, table napkins, pillow slips & bath towels for our Torla this 
morning & must mark them. They are still out, but will soon return 
from their jaunt, as it is getting dark. Mother is well & joins me in love. 
The little ones send much love & many sweet kisses to dear Papa. 
Thousands of kisses & fond embraces from

Your own true, devoted wifie,

Maye.
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