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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
Aug 29th, 6 p.m.

My darling Boy,

Here I am just come in from my usual busy outing to 
find no letter from my own dear pet. This is the second day without 
one however I feel sure there must be some very good reason for 
their not coming. I went to Morgan’s this p.m. & in the course of 
conversation found out that they have since June changed their old 
business system. They now require payment monthly - again if they 
give credit, they will accept a note from a customer say for two three 
or four months,
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which of course he or she must meet - at least that is the way I 
understand it. Now, we require furniture & carpets, curtains etc - they 
are cheaper here I suppose & as we may have to pay for a car, would 
you be willing to accept these terms? payments can be made 
monthly, of course. Now supposing I should purchase for $200.00 
worth of goods, $50.00 for four months would pay that amount - 
could you give it & would you advise me as soon as possible. I am 
anxious to dispatch the cases as soon as I can. You understand that 
the first cash I got was at the end of July & I sent you $200.00 out of 
it - since then I had my bills to pay & expenses incurred daily.
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The furs were sent today & storage & repairing amounts to $53.00 for 
five years. Considering the amount, you will not find it too much I am 
sure for they have been well cared for, & are in good condition. I must 
pay that ere I leave. I am in a quandry, I assure you & need your help 
& advice more that ever. I wrote Col. Macdonald today asking him if 
the transport covered meals & berths. I must know, for I cannot start 
off on such a trip, without the necessary funds to meet expenses, you 
know. You want $35.00 for the accident Insurance this month too, do 



you not? Then Torla must be considered, cases, storage, cartage, 
[piano], etc, - quite a list to face. I cannot write a long letter as I want 
it to go at once & must go for our little ones who went up to Bob’s 
after dinner & cannot return alone. All are well & send fond love to 
dear Papa. Torla has some lonely fits & weeps copiously for you. She 
does not know what she shall do when I am gone for so long! - two 
or three years! I do not wonder she [wails] when she stops to realize 
what it means. Well, good bye, my darling. Let me know as soon as 
you can about purchasing things at Morgan’s - it will set my mind as 
rest & if you think it better to buy in Calgary, we shall do so. God 
bless you, my own dear one - sweet embraces & kisses
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from your true devoted little wifie, 
Maye.
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