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about four, Annie & baby joining him later. They are once more 
settled in their old quarters & I think, things will go all right.

The M.s had dinner with us, Miss Lee coming in for a chat 
about eight - she brought me some lovely mums & carnations - very 
kind of her, was it not?

The children are at home the convent being quarantined for 
small pox. There are many cases I believe, due to gross 
carelessness on the part of those who have it, go among people & 
spread it. I believe it will be better for us all to be vaccinated once 
more: shall see Dr. Macdonald about the matter.

I now turn to yours of the 16th once more. I suppose you could 
manage the work of the two districts, with a good staff. I really think it 
would be a blow to the Mackie’s to have to remain here without the 
Steele’s. He is so fond of you & would go anywhere with you. There 
is no question of me. I am willing to go anywhere that suits you & is 
an advantage to you in your work. I am sending “The Eye Opener” & 
yesterday’s “Daily News”. McG will be sued for libel once more, if he 
does not look out - it would serve him right - he must be very 
common trash to say the least of it. I believe everyone here believes 
the sentence was not right.
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Capt. M. could tell you the public impression better than I can.

Mrs. Macdonell (Minnie, I should say) says that she will be 
satisfied with what you do concerning the robes - she would, naturally 
like as high a price as possible, but fears they are not improving lying 
by. The house is large & no doubt comfortable - you give me a good 
idea of the size. There are seven bedrooms anyway & we always 
make the best & most of everything, as you know, so we can make a 
home wherever we go.

I would have paid the small a/c but have no money left. The fine 
($5.00) for sweep & freight on vegetables took it all. I had to pay 



freight on frozen potatoes & cartage as The Johnston Cartage Co. 
paid C.P.R. freight when they took away the potatoes to bring them 
here, so we are out of pocket $5.50. The other 4 sacks cost $3.99 - 
freight & cartage: steep is it not? You see where my $20.00 went, & I 
had to pay small sums for books, etc. for school. I phoned the Bain 
stables & Mr. Ruttle himself answered - he says you ordered a trap 
from the Alberta stables on July 15th & that they had none in, so they 
ordered one from the Bain Stables - one of the B. stable men drove. 
When Ruttle & Young dissolved in Aug. all a/cs were turned over to 
collectors. Yours was among them - you very likely paid the Alberta 
Stables, but they did not notify or pay the Bain people. He Mr. Ruttle 
is very
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sorry it happened & begged me to tell you so. Very likely if you look 
up the Aug. receipts you will find it paid. I gave them to you when you 
were here & you put them all in your desk.

Mrs. Walker received with her husband only at the ball. She 
never asked any of the other officer’s wives to help or receive with 
her - in fact, rather resented the proposal, I believe - as they all pay 
their share of expenses, they do not like it. She seems to think it is 
“Col. & Mrs. Walker’s ball” - it causes ill feeling & will eventually spoil 
the esprit de corps necessary to make functions a success. She 
certainly felt the importance of the position, this year: was as usual, 
very nice to me, but I could see just a little strained feeling with the 
others. 

Glad the papers arrived safely & that you sent them on as I did 
not know [Popham’s] address.

Yours of the 18th is at hand. The young lady may find Buzz still 
too poor, for he has not made much money I suppose, since they 
parted. Yes, rooming apart difficulties are overcome by some society 
folks, as we know.

Flora writes that she thinks of leaving on the 19th of Dec. That 
will be too near Xmas, in case of any delay. Will write fully on the 
subject separately. I told you of the visit to Mrs. Mackie’s - they spent 
the day here, as a rule & went home to sleep, except one night when 
they could not open the door after trying for an hour & had to
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to return. I laughed so. Too bad B. had so little control of the Catholic 
vote - he must have been surprised at the small influence he had in 



his own faith. It is safe enough to call on the m. in - law I fancy. There 
have been many houses entered, hotels as well & coats stolen - all 
at [Braemar], twenty or more, many valuable fur ones among them, 
were taken about two weeks ago & the thefts still continue. They will 
have to wake up & get more city police, as the place is too big & 
people need more protection.

I was surprised at the mild letter the “old crank” wrote, after the 
way he spoke to me - he thought better of it, I suppose. Of course, I 
paid the cheque them & got a receipt in full, so they cannot say we 
owe them anything - they would have remained until the 10th but I 
preferred that they should go. Louise & boy did not go to Denver after 
all, mother went alone. Your next of 18th is re Bagnall. I did the best I 
could - $35.00 per month, & will have to have some of washing done 
out. The ladies tell me, good, trusty, servants are difficult to get & as 
you are away, we are safe, anyway & really, there are so many 
[toughs] & unemployed about, it makes one nervous. Bingham had to 
leave town & his wife followed some days after, so they will not be 
here. Folks have had a lesson which will not be forgotten in a hurry.
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I had no letters written between 18th & 21st, so if you wrote about the 
Pennefather dinner, I did not get it, & you likely did so - wonder where 
the letter went!

I do hope the Godsal mine will be disposed of & that you will 
get some benefit out of the deal - what a God-send it would be to us 
& would save a lot of worry. There might be a chance for “The 
Empire” then.

I now take up that of the 22nd received this morning & as usual 
warmly welcomed. You miss me! well, my darling, I miss you. I have 
the children & home with me, which is more that you have, my 
darling.

Strange! how fond Alice & Louise love are of the U.S. I did not 
know Alice had written you - it was a feeler I am sure. do you 
remember the Mrs. Barnard she mentions?

You say you think so much of me, dear, well I think of you all 
the time & our (not mine only) little ones are constantly before me to 
remind me of you. I know you love me, but my affection is as deep as 
yours. I do not show it as many other women do, but deep down in 
my heart it slumbers, ever ready to do all in my power, give up my 
very life if necessary to prove the love, I bear you.



Am pleased you are in such good health. Please go to St. 
Andrew’s banquet - it will do you much
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much good & keep you before the people - you can answer “The 
Army & Navy” all right, so go - your Scotch blood will flow faster & if 
they make much of you, it is all the better. We both have Scotch 
blood & are proud of it, I am sure.

Frank Steel has done good work & must be several inches 
taller with his new dignity & honor.

I will look for the bottles you want & send them in one. Your 
Sandown developers I put in I believe. I will look, but they are heavy 
& perhaps you could wait till Xmas for them, it being only a month 
from now.

I am sure the Mackies would prefer less pay & be near us, than 
here without you.

Marcella left for Standoff this morning, - the sisters have not 
given her one cent for the last sixteen or more months, so she could 
not stand it any longer. Poor old soul! I feel sorry to see her go.

Well, I must close this budget - it is lunch & I have work to do. 
All are well & send much love & very many sweet kisses. Hoping to 
hear from you soon, with hugs & squeezes, ever 

Your own devoted, lonely, affectionate little
wifie,

Maye.
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