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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
July 31st, 7.30 p.m.

My dear old Boy,

Your two letters of July 27th, I found on my return from 
Gus’ office, where I went with mother on receipt of a telephone 
message from him, as he had yours of the same date at 9.30 while 
mine only came by third delivery at 1 p.m. I was pleased to hear from 
you as it gives me an idea of what caused you to change your mind 
about the children’s school. I assure you I am sorry to have caused 
you pain, but I must have expressed myself badly 
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as I did not intend to convey to you, or give you the impression that 
they did not want to remain here. Flora has always desired to stay. 
Gertrude was not anxious to do so, but by talking to her, she has 
become reconciled to the idea of parting from me & quite content to 
go to St. Urban’s as I wish. What I wished you to decide was what 
convent you considered the best to choose, after weighing the pros 
and cons of both St. Urban’s and the Villa - I thought  the latter too 
expensive for this year, as we have such demands on our purse 
having to purchase furniture, etc, but as you know exactly how much 
you have & I did not know then, as I know now, I thought 
[/pg 2]
[pg 3]
it better to lay the whole matter before you & let you see the 
difference in the cost. I must therefore, in my eagerness to do the 
right thing, have expressed myself badly & given you a wrong 
impression about the poor dears. I am sure they would feel badly, if 
they thought they had displeased you, particularly Torla who is so 
anxious to do all she can to please you in every way; being older than 
Gertrude, she reflects more & wants to get on in her studies. I shall 
still await an answer to my Sunday’s letter re the first telegram, before 



finally settling the matter. They are not anxious to associate with the 
children there, as you say they are common & not refined in any way 
& once more, I repeat & express my deep regret for having given you 
cause for pain & letting you misjudge them. One can say a thing & it 
looks very different written down. Gus today got a cheque for $379.00 
I think, but am not quite positive - that must be from the Mil Dept. for 
the 16 days in June & July. Of that he gave me $75.00 to pay my 
household expenses since your departure; as I have not had much 
cash, I was compelled to purchase on credit, as you know. He wired  
$200.00 to you for your board & rent as you desired me to tell him to 
do. He says Mr. [Annabel] I think of the C.P.R told or wrote him that 
you were to apply through the Dept. at Ottawa
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I presume, for a refund for the charge on extra baggage, [viz] $19.50 
cts also for the money expended on your ticket, which has not as yet 
been attended to, I believe. Now, dear, I have not as yet bought any 
furniture, not having the necessary money to do so & not thinking it 
would be wanted for a while. I have not size of rooms either, for I 
might buy a cheap carpet. [If I saw] a good one at a reduced rate - 
however, [must illegible] ... I intend writing Col. Macdonald & finding 
out if they will do as they did for me when I came down, pay freight, 
for they gave me a car then and treated me in the very nicest 
possible manner. If so, that would give me at least $150.00 to buy 
furniture with, a nice little sum.
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if they refuse, well there will be no harm done. I will get Gus to write 
you the exact amount he received today, that is the exact figures of 
the cheque, in case I am wrong, for I did not take it down in writing. I 
shall pay the agents in London, but will deduct the laundry bill, or else 
pay it to Patterson, whichever Gus thinks is best to do.
Indeed! I think it would be hard to find an old gentleman who would 
not want “the other thing” - there seems to be no age limit where that 
is concerned. I do not believe not liking it is a family failing, for like the 
old woman, I cannot speak from experience yet, my dear. Mrs. Mac 
wrote me nice things of you, as I said in mine of yesterday, my 
darling.
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We spent last evening at Dr. Girdwood’s - had a pleasant quiet time - 
he has a number of interesting curios from all over the world & is very 
entertaining. Things are very quiet & we meet very few whom we 
know in the city at present. I shall certainly let you know if I hear Sir 
Frederick is going to retire - so far, know nothing of it. I cannot tell you 
how bad I feel over this misunderstanding & attribute to myself all the 
trouble - I cannot recall everything I wrote, of course, that is the worst 
of it. I know the house is small & will be too crowded if all are there. 
Your second short note of the 27th at hand too. 
I hardly think Major [Barwis] will refuse your request to let the lease 
date from the 15th instead of the 1st. Gus sends $125.00 for board as 
you asked, the balance $75.00 for rent - hope it is all right. There is 
no more news. It rained again last night, today was cloudy, but no 
rain - do you get “The Star”? If not, will send it on. God bless you, 
dear. I will not write more, as I do not want to miss the mail. Love and 
sweet kisses from me & all.

Your own true, devoted wifie,

Maye
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