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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
Aug 9th, 8 a.m.

My own darling,

I missed writing you yesterday, having to go to Frank’s in 
the morning, shopping in the p.m. & as I was asked by Frank to 
accompany Mother, Mrs. Mare, his Esther and himself to “Dominion 
Park” went there in the morning. As Gertrude & Harwood were out 
playing, Flora came too, so you see my darling, I had not a moments 
leisure. Frank extracted an old root which the dentist in London 
evidently took for part of a tooth filling up the cavity between that and 
another tooth which is not sound by any means, but which Frank 
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says he can crown - he commenced working at Torla’s mouth, 
preparing teeth which require filling before he can put the 
arrangement in. It will cost about $20.00 or a little more, but he says 
others’ would have valued the work at about $400.00 There are very 
few of such cases done, as owing to the expense people prefer 
having the teeth out you see. It will change the whole jaw and 
improve the shape of the contour of the face. She is delighted at the 
idea of having it done & is full of courage - it may not take as long as 
he expected & perhaps there may be a great improvement in six 
months. Of course, it hurt me to have the root out & I am not 
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half as plucky as I used to be. I got up early on purpose to be able to 
write you, having to go a good distance to find a girl to sew for Flora.  
I seem to do so little in a day & time is passing so quickly - I feel so 
guilty when I fail to write, that I awakened about 6:30 & could not 
sleep again, fearing that something might prevent my penning this, if 
I did not rise at once & write as soon as I was robed. The $75.00 Gus 
gave me I had to pay out to [Gale’s]  grocer & butcher - at least, over 
$60.00 went in that way, my bills since June 25th although every time 



I could spare the money, I bought for cash at the market or at some 
cheaper places - they both charge high, but sometimes one is obliged 
to deal there, as knowing you, they give you credit.
I also had to borrow $30.00 from mother previously to that, as I had 
no towels, sheets, & needed a few things, cheap spoons forks etc to 
do us for the summer - my word! I have not purchased even a pound 
of sweets so far - kind of hard, eh! Where there are several little 
mouths so fond of good things - do not think I am complaining, dear - 
it is only to prove that although we have plenty to eat in every way, I 
get nothing superfluous. 
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Your dear letter of the 4th with Mr. Long - [Junes’] enclosed I found 
when I returned last evening at 6 from my shopping. I can assure you 
it had the usual warm welcome & I perused both letters with pleasure. 
I cannot imagine how you missed the Sunday letter, as I have not 
failed in my daily epistle very often. You got it next day, I suppose. I 
cannot tell the day of my departure just yet, but will let you know as 
soon as I can, but I must wait till Flora is settled, as Frank’s house is 
not ready yet & mother does not seem inclined to go until I leave. 
She is regretting my departure & tells me ever so many times a day, 
she does not know how she will ever
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get on without me, as we have been together since May /99. We do 
not have many spats either as you know, so I flatter myself she will 
miss me in many ways. You will be kept pretty busy if you have no 
Adj. I do not think a man of your position would be left very long in 
Ottawa without one. I suppose you brought your clerk with you to 
Medicine Hat: it would be difficult to get through with everything if you 
did not. I have not had breakfast & hasten to finish this letter, as I 
have a busy day ahead of me. I got all letters & wires re schools & as 
I once or many times said, the question is settled & Gertrude & 
Harwood come with me. You forgot to enclose the letter from Major 
Hodgins re Capt. McDonnell, so I cannot let him 
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see it. He is still in Quebec I believe. Gus got $369.00 from Ottawa - 
wired you $200.00 gave me $75.00 - that leaves $94 less $6.00 for 
[T.O.F] - $88.00 for me. I had to get $20.00 on Wednesday, so you 
see dear how it goes - it does take a lot to live, dress & etc - as you 



know.  I am the same economical little woman - by dress I am getting 
Flora ready for ten months of course. I cannot at the present moment 
recall the name of the “Strathcona House” man who called – we saw 
so many at odd times, my dear. Perhaps I did not meet him either. 
They have not yet found the bodies of Miss Hingston & Shirley 
Ogilvie Davidson - the accident has caused profound sympathy & 
much sorrow, as both were great favourites in Montreal. Newspaper 
reports would lead one to believe they had eloped or some such 
thing, but no person who knows her, would ever believe such 
rumours - her mother is prostrated of course. I have not seen the 
reports I allude to, but I am told they appeared. All are well & send 
fond love & many kisses to dear old Papa. God bless you, my darling. 
I expect Bob & Jessie will have returned from Ste. Agathe but have 
not heard from them yet.  Hoping to get my usual letter, with love ever

Your own true, devoted wifie,

Maye
[/pg 6]


