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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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26 Ste. Famille St. 
Dec 18th 1901

My own darling boy,
Well, you are a dear old darling to write me so many nice letters as 

yours of Nov. 9th, 10th 11th, 12th & 16th, which all came to me on Monday at 
noon & gave me so much pleasure. I have been feeling as jolly as a sand 
lark ever since & feel that if you were near I should hug the very life out of 
you, my dear old pet. Were I more patient, I should peruse one of your dear 
missives daily so that I should always have a tit-bit daily, but I cannot wait 
that long, so take all the dessert on the one day & enjoy it as much as
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possible, my dear boy. Do not worry over my fall, I am very much better 
than I was & really feel ever so much stronger than I did last year. I did not 
want to worry you with it dear, knowing all you have to bother you, but I 
assure you truly there is no need to let it trouble you, for I am truly feeling 
much better. We have a good girl now & I am having a nice, easy time – 
she is as I said before, willing, nice-tempered etc. Your black boy must be 
very good & useful – good as a girl any day. Yes, indeed! I cannot but feel 
pleased at all the nice things said about you by the ladies – Mrs. Davis 
always fancied you & Miss Scott seems to think highly of you too. The latter 
told it all to strangers, so she was in earnest, no doubt.
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I could get no trace of her since, so cannot imagine where she went to – 
your correction of the Peerage is all right & very suitable in every way. Mrs. 
Davis will I suppose send us a photo of Eric Steele soon, she seems so 
very proud of him. I told you Mr. Jayne said Mr. Bethune was going to 
spend the winter in Dawson – it surprises me he should remain there 
during the whole season. I fancy Essie was amused at the teasing you 
gave her, but she wrote at once denying the soft impeachment & to assure 
me there was no fear of her going to live in the west. Yes, you are a good 
correspondent & keep folks going – your friends are always delighted to 



hear from you. The last draft is for Pearcy [sic] Belcher is it not? dated Nov. 
6th? You sent none in Oct, you know, the previous one being Sept. 6th, 
reaching here Sept. 9th. I have as I told you in my Sunday letter sent the 
$480 last received to P. Belcher – the Bank of B. N. America sent me a 
statement on Monday that the wires were down & they could not get 
Dawson, but I told them to wire the amount as soon as possible – it would 
be $472,° when the expenses are deducted. I agree with you & do not think 
the Govt. would ever think of sending you back to the Yukon – stay where 
you are, I think there is more money & promotion in it, if the war only 
ceases.
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I told you I had settled up all the board with my mother, & pay her regularly 
now. As I said Frank will be an expense, but we will talk to him quietly to 
endeavor to curtail expenses as much as possible. The people in Ottawa 
are hard on their municipal officers, the Mayor was compelled to resign for 
getting a drink after hours after the reception given the Duke of York or 
something of that kind. Your name must be very good, or why would St. 
George be so very anxious to join your command? – If he has a fine troop, 
I think he is wrong to leave it. Ross is doing splendidly, is he not? there is 
lots of good stuff in Canadians, eh?
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My fall happened in this way – we had to change cars at Port Hope leaving 
the Midland for G.T.R. I was first, fortunately all the children were behind 
me & the iron piece on the top step was perfectly smooth – my foot slipped 
& down I fell on my knees, my feet up; fortunately my grip turned & caught 
in the side of the steps preventing my falling face downward on the track, 
but the shaking was such that it caused inward trouble. I did not feel it until 
I went to get into bed & I found I was too bruised to lie down. I was very 
miserable for a few days, then went to the Dr. who told me what had 
happened. I feel much better though, so again I say,
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do not worry my dear. I have not seen Mr. Taylor since I wrote, all my 
business being now with the Savings Dept. – I shall however make a point 
of going to wish him the Compts. of the season. I am very glad you think 
me such a good little business woman & hope you will not change your 
mind, my darling. I am awfully anxious to see the photo’s & await them with 
the greatest impatience. Yes, your interests will be well looked after by your 
eldest daughter so you need not fear but there was really no flirting in me. 



I was always too sincerely for that. Who would not admire Dundonald? he 
is a typical Scotchman is he not? I find him handsome.
I sincerely hope Kerr is better & that his illness was not very severe. I do 
wish we were near enough to send him some little comforts. The little ones 
enjoy your letters very much & are always anxious to write, though I must 
confess they sometimes bother me so much when I am writing that I do not 
know whether I am on my head or my heels.
By the by, if it is not against the rules, seal your letters, as three of your last 
were opened – they evidently did not stick at all – the mucilage is not much 
good.
I now turn to your dear missive of Nov. 10th & am happy to see that on 
Sunday you find time for me, dear.
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I will air your invitation to Lord K.s but will not leave it about, in case some 
one would be tempted to take it. I have read a great deal about Gen. 
Alderson & followed his movements. Gen. Barton seems to be friendly to 
you. They say the C. in C. is very hard on the fair sex & go so far as to hint 
that some fair dame jilted him – is such the case? is his cast any worse 
than our boy’s? the latter is getting much better, I assure you & will not 
need an operation of any kind. How I would love to be able to peep in & 
see you surrounded by all the notable men you are in daily contact with! 
Yes, many decorations I should imagine. I hope you
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too will be well decorated. Where is McGee? I did not know he was 
supposed to be dead. Gen. Hutton has the Australian Command, after all. I 
hope he will be different to what he was here, but they have made his 
conditions extremely severe & he will have to behave differently. Snider is 
in the Yukon now, I see by the papers – it was a dirty mean trick to speak 
badly of you, after all you did for all. Surely as you say when he got so ill 
just when you were about to attack the main Boer position, he cannot be 
surprised that those who were on hand when needed got their reward.
I heard today that [Cameron] returns
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with Evans as junior Major & regrets he did not accept your offer, whatever 
that was. you will know how to deal with men like Snider, if you ever come 
back to the Force. The children get on better & it will soon end now – 
Louise seems better tempered now that she has something in life that she 
hopes will enable her to make a little money. As I said before, no place can 



be home without you, my darling one, so speak not of home until we are re-
united again, I beg of you.
Go & see the Lady Superior, my dear & report on her. I know you will give 
me an unbiased true statement. Miss O’Donnell must look very fetching in 
her nice costume & will be sure to get a fine looking husband some day, my 
dear.
Who can Burstall be engaged to? there are not many from Canada out 
there. Primrose & Lily Deane Mrs. Mac tells me, are to be married & go to 
S. Africa on the steamer with the Contingent. I feel sure no ladies will be 
allowed to go, so cannot imagine what they are thinking of – another fellow 
from Ottawa was married yesterday, but the bride remains in her old home 
until he comes back. I feel sure that if I did not pay Mamma the forty for 
board per month, she could not keep us – you see she
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has had to give so much to the boys & her income is getting smaller daily 
– the houses here are up for sale, Min & Lex insist upon it & real estate is 
very low at present. so we will have to see about returning what Mamma 
put in the mines by paying for Frank – of course he says he will return it, 
when able. Although I have answered but two of your dear letters it is quite 
late & mine rather long, so I think I had better leave you. Col. Biggar called 
when we were out yesterday. I was very sorry to miss him – the papers do 
not say where he is staying.
[/pg 10]
[pg 11]
our little ones are well & looking forward to Xmas with much pleasure. All 
join me in fond love to your [sic] my own dear pet. Heaven bless & protect 
you my dearest & God grant you a Happy Year in the one so soon to dawn. 
With many loving kisses, believe me,
Your own true hearted devoted little wifie,
Maye.
Pray forgive repetitions but some one talks at me every few moments & it 
disturbs me.
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