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8___                         1600
7 Biscu                       700
8 flour                         800 
   sugar                        110
2 Box                          112
2 Bags Beans              192
3 Tins Tea                     48
bysepe                             1
2 Boxes ammunition   100
Arm chest                    200
2 large axes                      6
Shovel & spade              10
___                                  10    
                                                  3889
Little Hatchets
8 __ & Leo Mas__            6  
____ fixing                    200    
____                               600
accoutrements                200
Cooking utensils            150
___                                   80       1230  
                                                    5119

Diary of Captain D. McMillan
       Commanding No 4 Company
           1st  One. Rifles
       Red River Expeditions

(There are printed Standing Orders glued to the next 5 pages)

It is possible that some of the men embarked at the Shebandowan Lake as 
voyageurs may be found to be incapable of managing boats.

Officers commanding Brigades of boats will send back by the first 
opportunity that presents itself soi  disant  voyageurs.  It is not enough that they 
should be able to row, but they must be capable of skillfully managing the Boats.  
We require no assistance in rowing and passengers cannot under any circumstances 
be allowed to accompany the Expedition.



Mr. Dawson has been requested to have this order explained to those 
engaged as voyageurs.

Before starting each morning after leaving the Shebandowan, the Subaltern 
in charge of the last boat, with a couple of men will go round the camp to see that 
nothing has been left behind.

At every portage officers or N.C. Officers in charge of Boats will invariably 
check over the articles as they are put into their boats, to see that they agree with 
the list in their printed books.  

No one to be beyond 150 paces from their halting place. 

Diary written by S. Mulvey

July 2nd 1870 Saturday
In pursuance to orders received at 10 o’clock P.M. last night, we struck tents at 4 
o’clock am today.  Stuck in our accoutrements and started on our March of 16 
miles.  The morning was cloudy and showed signs of being a wet day.  The first 4 
miles we marched we met clouds of mosquitoes which annoyed us very much.  We 
halted at 6 Mile Creek where we awaited the tea_(?) Coming up and the men has 
breakfast.  So 2 Company under Command of Capt Smith was working on the 
roads at this place.  While awaiting the arrival of the wagons we went down to the 
creek where we had a good wash, after which we partook of breakfast in Capt 
Smith tent.  The day cleared up.  We again started, very much refreshed and 
marched on to our destination.   We halted 3 or 4 times at some springs which we 
met along the way. and after marching our 16 miles we could not see Mr. Sishett,
(?) the gentleman to whom we were ordered to report.  We marched on two miles 
farther making 18 ½ miles in all, when we arrived at his camp.  The day was 
extremely warm and as we marched on the rays of the sun beaming almost 
perpendiculary   on our heads, together with the weight of our Rifles, Havresacks 
and 60 rounds of ammunition which we carried, all the way, was pretty hard on 
both Officers & Men.  We arrived at our destination at 4 o’clock p.m.  The wagons 
not being able to keep up with us we had to wait two hours for our tents.  while it 
rained incessantly all this time.  The wagons happily appeared in view.  In a few 
minutes we pitched our tents, cooked our dinner and prepared for a good nights 
rest, which was very much needed.  Several men fell out on the March and was 
carried by the wagons.  The Sand flies, Mosquitoes are intolerable at this place.  
We met the Telegraph Correspondent very much fatigued who returned with us to 
camp.

Sunday July 3rd 1870



We arose at an early hour this morning after __ hard days March prepared 
breakfast.  Supplied one men with spades axes & & __ with myself and Lieut 
Kennedy, we commenced work in the road.  Came home to camp and had dinner.  
We again returned and after working 10 hours we quit work for the day.  The men 
worked remarkably good  To Much So that the Officer in charge gave them great 
credit.  We left Ens Mulvey in Camp where he busied himself in filling up our tent 
and things in general to make them more comfortable.  We had a visit this evening 
from two gentlemen of my acquaintances in Collingwood  We lit out fires, smoked 
our tents and turned in for the night.  The flies were very troublesome this night.  
We had 46 men at work today.  The men thought it very strange to be compelled to 
cook on Sunday. but of course it is Military to do so.  Felt considerably tired after 
this days work.  Officers are not compelled to work but they ought to set a good 
example to the men.  Took a short walk this evening after work a little further on 
the road where the scenery is beautiful.  Large hills of rocks rising to nearly a 
hundred feet on each side of the road upon the top of which are some beautiful 
spruce trees growing.  Several of our men went over to the depot this evening and 
made a purchase of Tobacco. etc etc.  The men nearly destitute of provisions Some 
having only a half loaf for tomorrow but not a complaint amongst them.  They are 
very courageous under the circumstances.  After their days work they are chopping 
down trees in the bush at a great rate.  Striving to make themselves as comfortable 
as they can.   

Monday July 4th 1870

The men had breakfast and went to work upon the roads.

Monday July 4th 18760

At about 4 o’clock am this morning the 60th Rifles past our camp.  They took 
some orders from Head Quarters which were to the affect that all men were to go 
to work on the road and that they should work 10 hours inclusive of the time going 
and returning form work.  I Sent Sergt Champion and two men over to the depot 
with a ration return for provisions for the men.  Myself and Lieut. Kennedy had 
command of men in fatigues to dig in the road Sergt Wellington complaining of 
being sick.  I sent him back in the wagons to Thunder Bay. I also Sent with him a 
Marching in State with a report to H Quarters.  Sergt Champion arrived from the 
Kaministiquia Bridge Depot with provisions for 4 days.

The whole of today was very showery Sergt Wellington being sick left for 
Hospital at Thunder Bay about 7 o’clock a.m.;  He was the bearer of dispatches 
from me to the Col. of the Rgt. Quarter Master Armstrong Marched all the way 
from 13 miles Shautz to see us in company with Cunningham the Telegraph 
Reporter.  Mr. Malvez __ him part of the way back again.  I was fishing at the 



Matawan River about three miles from camp in Co with Corpl Hawman(?) but 
caught no fish.  It was late when I arrived and it was both muddy and rainy.  Had 
refreshment, Smoked __ tents and turned in for the night.  Malvez and Kennedy 
had charge of the fatigue parties today

Tuesday July 5th 1870

At about 4o’clock a.m. we were wakened up by some one unloosing our tent 
doen.  When we arose 7 found him to be the Rev.a Stewart Patterson Chaplain to 
our Battalions who walked ahead of the rest of the Battalion.  In less than one hour 
the remaining companies arrived with Col Jarvis on Staff.  We prepared breakfast 
for all the officers in Short time and they seemed to relish it remarkably well and 
left very thankful.  We were compelled to laugh at a remark of Lieut __ who when 
he arrived Jaded and tired asked “why am I walking” Answer “another blunder of 
the department”  After about an hours delay the Companies moved off and some of 
the Officers seemed very tired.  Note  Our flasks have grown very light.  Mr. 
Patterson remained with us until after dinner.  The day is very rainy the roads 
muddy.  So he has an idea of what if good for him.

The Batt. will be stationed at the Kamustigawan Bridge about 3 miles from 
here further on.  Col. Wolesley passed today at 9 o’clock and seemed highly 
pleased at out work and the way in which the officers worked.  Private Franklin 
carried to camp by two men he having cut his foot while chopp9ing  Col Wolesley 
ordered him if it is a bad cut to send him back to Thunder Bay. 

The weather still very showery with alternate rain and sunshine.  The mail 
which should have come into the headquarters did not arrive until 4 o’clock P.M. 
today.  We received our letters with thanks and as usual Mulvey got a good supply  
Mr. Vickers and a Mr. Daniels stopped with us and had tea, during which some 
very pleasant Jokes took place about the continual showers.  Sergt Champion 
distributed some tobacco to the men to __ and they seemed to be badly in want of 
it as I heard one man say when he got his share as he went off to have a smoke said 
he “ Thank God from whom all blessing flow”  Turned in for the night. and had a 
little sleep not with standing the flies. 

Wednesday July 6th 1870

The morning was fine. but threatening.  Worked on the road.  I kept two 
squads under myself and Kennedy fixing the road opposite our Camp.  Franklin 
left for the Hospital at Thunder Bay at 9 o’clock today  The men sent some letters 
with him as the wagon which carried him carried the mail.  The Col. paid us a visit 
in the ___ today, and was well pleased with our work.  We had a visit from Mr. 
Winters this evening who remained with us all night.  This was a beautiful night 
sleep as the flies did not annoy us in the least.  M_ Kenne We had a nice pleasant 



evening with Mr. Winters who is certainly a very agreeable man.  We have all been 
writing hard so that Mr. Winters may take them with him to Mail.  This place 
where we are encamped is surrounded by high hills, and very picturesque.  The 
only animals we have heard since we came here is a night owl Screeching at nine 
o’clock to night.  We are kept very busy in the roads and our men are doing 
remarkable well.  They have Cordurozed about a mile of road in 4 days.  We have 
seen this evening the only settle(?) as I  Mg Tg Letneer (?) the  lakes.  I visited(?) 
his Shautz  Airs  It was quite a model one.  He brought out a violin and played a 
few tunes.  The wells were to open that you could crush your head through.  He has 
got 100 lbs of flour to keep him until he gets his crop which is composed of a 
patch of potatoes and another of turnips;.  He has 600 acres and my opinion is that 
it is not worth a dollar the whole of it.  The men finished work to day at 15 minutes 
to 6p.m. 

Thursday July 7th 1870

We arose at an early hour this morning very much refreshed after a good 
nights sleep.  The horrible flies did not annoy us last night.  Had breakfast at 7 
o’clock.  Mr. Winters left about 91/2 o’clock a.m. He obliged us by taking our 
letters with him.  Lieut. Kennedy has gone to Head Quarters to procure rations for 
the men.  12 o’clock Mr. Kennedy has returned bringing us the news that we must 
be in the Lake on Sunday.  He also tells us that as fighting is expected our Battalion 
will accompany the 60th Rifles all the way through.  This news satisfies all our 
men. as they are all afraid that our Company might be left at Fort Francis.  Orders 
have been received by me from Col Wolesley that we are all to march to the 
Matawaw Bridge at 3 o’clock P.M. tomorrow  This news satisfies the men very 
much as they all wish to be cutting the __ shorter and road making has to 
attractions for them.  The men completed 10 hours work to day.  and 20 of them 
made a road of 150 yards with logs cut in the bush and carried on the mens 
shoulders quite a long distance  

Friday July 8th 1870

Two companies of the Quebec Bat under command of Lt. Col. Cassault 
passed at 6 o’clock a.m. to day.  Two more cos of the same Batt under the 
command of Major Irvine passed at 7 o’clock  Our men worked in the roads a half 
day.  Baggage wagon arrived at 110’clock and started with our baggage at 1 ½ o’c 
p.m. 

Our company in heavy marching order started from 18 mile camp at 3 0’c 
pm. and marched to the Kaministiquia Bridge 3 ½  miles and rested 15 minutes.  
There we joined the Hd Quarters of our Regt.  We saw Major  McLeod who arrived 
with his Brigade of boats.  We left Thunder Bay the same day as the Hd Quarters 



did.  One of our men Pt Van Malder was very disorderly – he threw down his 
knapsack and positively refused to carry it farther.  So I halted the Company and 
ordered him under arrest  We again started from the Kaministiquia Bridge 
accompanied by Co 3 &  5 and marched about three miles when we halted in the 
rain for about 15 minutes.  Between where we started and the Kaministiquia there 
were large quantities strawberries and (Huckleberries unripe) on both sides of the 
road.  We arrived at the Mattawaw Bridge at 6 0’clock p.m. and __ _ had our tent 
pitched and completely fitted up for us on the edge of the River.  Under is one 
beautiful falls of water about 10 feet high.  The river is about 20 yards wide, and 
the water flowing over solid rock.  This is a beautiful place the scenery beautiful.  
Several of our brother officers who were at this place some days previous came to 
visit us amongst whom was Capt Cook.  Several of the men are bathing on the 
opposite side of the River.  it is an excellent bathing place.  You can jump in off the 
rock. Van Malder is lodged in the guard house to be tried tomorrow  Furued in to 
bed for the night – well prepared to enjoy a sound sleep at this hour 10.30 o’clock 
P.M.  

This place is 25 miles from Thunder Bay. 

Saturday July 9th 1870
 
We had some 22 men including officers working on the road to day.  We 

went out some 4 miles passing over Sun Shine River a Stream in some places 20 
yards wide.  It is a very nice looking Stream.  There were 4 cos of us viz.  __ 1.3.4 
& 5.  We took our dinners with us and had them cooked on the road side.  Having 
finished our work we marched back to Camp where we arrived at half past 4P.M.  
Before going out Van Malder was brought before the Col. and Sentenced to hard 
labor and stoppage of pay for 168 hours.  Had a splendid Bathe at dusk this 
evening in the Matawaw.  but the Mosquitoes __ is a great annoyance.  We have 
Capt Smith with us to night as his Co. No 2 has arrived but his baggage and 
blanket are behind.

Sunday July 10th 1870 

Church parade to day at 6.45 a.m. I did not attend as I was not dressed in 
tunic  We received our mails to day and we engaged ourselves in reading the 
papers.  We had inspection at 4 o’clock p.m. The day looked very gloomy in the 
morning but it cleared off & promised to be a good day.  We divided the Company 
into Subdivisions and Mr. Kennedy takes the right Subdivision and I take the left.  
Malvey takes the left.



Monday July 11th 1870

Last night was very stormy. It thundered and lightened all last night. and 
rained incessantly so much so that his morning our tent was flooded. and we had to 
re__ to several places to keep ourselves dry but without avail.  The whole country 
round about was flooded.  The roads which were in a good condition were very bad 
to day owing to the rain.  Mr. ___ stopped into us to day.  He is going to 
accompany the expedition to Red River.  We were all our working on the roads this 
afternoon and it was very disagreeable.  We quit work at 7 o’clock and turned in to 
bed 

Tuesday July 12th 1870

The morning was pleasant a nice sunny day was promising.  We went out to 
work on the road a 2 ½ o’clock PM. and worked a half day.  We had several little 
visits from our brother Alfred(?)  on his day.  Malvey had a little malt reserved for 
this day and several of the officers  __ Hassaw included had a nice little time of it. 
in our tent.  We had a bathe this evening at 9 0’clock P.M.  The water must have 
been at the freezing point & i___ing while I had a pleasant bath  This was a 
beautiful moonlight night And we spent quite a good while on the Matawaw 
Bridge thinking of home.

Wednesday July 13th 1870

We are still at Mattawau Bridge. but we are expecting to move to morrow.  
___ was officer of the day but his place was taken by Mr. Kennedy in the 
afternoon.  Myself and Mulvey were out on fatigue on the road today.  Our 
Company under our care for today done very little work, because they cd get no 
clay. We marched back at 6 o’clock P.M.  after having work a half day.  The mail 
arrived this evening and we received letters and papers from home.  A certain lady 
wife of the Globe Reporter arrived in Calub(?) to day and seemed to all__ 
attentions Col. Gilliuor & Major Otter of the Queens own from Toronto in Camp 
on a visit to see us embark at Shebaudowan.  There was quite a lively time in camp 
this evening when it was ascertained that we were to march at an early hour 
tomorrow.  A Bet was made between Mulvey and __ Hauieton that the whole 
expedition would reach Fort Garry inside of six weeks after leaving Shebaudowna 
Lake.  Mulvey bets that the whole expedition will not.  This evening was very cool.  
the moone shone beautifully  We a read the news and turned in at a late hour.  
There was one of our men who was nearly drowned this evening by swimming into 
the rapids but by the brave and timely aid of a comrade he was rescued from a 
watery grave  



Thursday July 14th 1870  

The bugle sounded this morning at 3 o’clock. So we jumped out of bed 
struck our tent packed our bags and prepared for the March.  We started at 4 
o’clock and marched about 4 miles & halted for 15 minutes.  We then marched to 
Browns landing on the Matawan River where we awaited the arrival of our 
baggage for nearly 3 hours.  We arrived at this place about 10.30 am  We rested all 
this afternoon having nothing to do.  After pitching our tent and partaking of 
refreshments we lay in our tents talking to the Sergt Major whenRobinson went to 
fell a tree and it fell in the wrong direction and fell quite over our tents.  I saw it 
coming but had not time to get out of the way.  Ker__ was in the tent  Mulvey  
when he heard the noise cleared in two jumps ;out of danger.  The Col. came up 
and ordered the man under arrest and issued an order prohibiting the cutting of 
trees in the vicinity of the Camp.  This is the Second time I have had a narrow 
escape.  Once at Thunder Bay and the 2nd time to day.  We had a very nice bathe 
this evening at about 9 o’clock in the Matawan  The flies were awfully bad this 
evening.  We turned in at 10 – o’clock for the night. 

July 15th 1870 Friday  

We worked a half day on the road to day in filling in ruts.  We left camp a 1 
½ o clock and the Bugle sounded the advance at 6 o’clock P.M.  In fact we had 
little to do only Killing time as it were.  We had a parade for inspection at 10 
o’clock a.m.  There was some excellent singing this evening which passed away 
the time very pleasantly.  We are still at this place called Browns Landing Situated 
on the banks of the Matawan River.  We are encamped in the woods amidst some 
large pitch pine trees.  The Stores & provisions are being shipped in boast from this 
place up the river to Oscondago Bridge which is 11 miles from this place.

July 16th 1870 Saturday

We are Still at Browns Landing.  Our Company started to day up the river to 
day6 with 5 boats loaded with provisions.  2000 lbs weight in each boat.  We 
Started at half past 12 o’p.m. and for the 1st 5 miles it was easy enough. but then 
we met with rapids.  Each boat had two voyageurs in each boat.  We had to get out 
and commence tracking which is exceedingly hard work.  The Captain led the 
Brigade and the Ensign was last.  What with pulling and Shouting it was difficult 
work and dangerous too, but in the heat of excitement all danger is forgotten  Mr. 
Kennedy went very near being carried over the Rapids, only for his boat was 
caught on the rock on the brow of the rapids he could not have escaped  We pulled 
away until 8(with 7in pencil written on top) o clock p m when we halted for the 
night  I had my tent pitched but the men did not pitch theirs.  We had tea and went 



out and had a bathe in the river and went to Sleep. and rest was very welcome 
indeed. 

July 17th 1870 Sunday

The place where we halted last night was on a bend of the Oskondago River 
one mile and a half from Oskondago Bridge our destination.  We got out of bed at 
half past three in the morning cooked some hot tea. baled out our boats and 
commenced tracking our boats.  The different crews were striving to See which 
would arrive first.  In the height of the excitement Mulvey Jumped on shore and 
found two of his men picking berries, which so provoked him as nearly to make 
him Swear I was wet all the morning up the waiste pulling along We arrived at 
Oskondage Bridge at 7 o clock a.m. having taken us nearly 3 ½ hours to make 1 ½ 
miles and our men pulled with all their might.  There was not more than 5 minutes 
difference between the arrival of all the boast I then went to Capt Scotts tent where 
I changed clothes and partook of breakfast which they quickly prepared for us.  
after which I returned in the voyageurs boat back to browns Landing where I 
arrived in about 2 hours after we started.  Kenndey & Mulvey led the Company 
round by the road. and arrived at Camp a few minutes after one.  all tired and 
weary. I felt very unwell this afternoon having been troubled with toothache and 
Sore throat, no doubt caused by getting my feet wet yesterday.  I lay out in the 
shade after returning.  I felt greatly improved towards evening.  We had a nice 
camp fire this evening all the officers and Col Gellmen gathered round  it and 
enjoyed themselves in listening to the  choir sing(?)

I went to bed early.

Monday July 18th  70

The weather was fine to day on acct of the voyage up the river we got this 
day to rest and we enjoyed it too. I felt not very well to day.  I was over the River 
with Mulvey and Mr Armstrong picking strawberries and I had to leave t5hrough 
weakness caused by the heat of the Sun.  There were large quantities of this 
delicious fruit.  The Quarter Master pay Master and Chaplain left to day for Dam 
Site.  We Saw them off in the boat and we could not help having a laugh at the 
inefficiency of the crew not knowing how to manage a boat.

I had a beautiful walk in co. with Mulvey this evening out on Browns road.  
And the evening was very nice and warm.  The road was in a good State and the 
tall and lofty pines on each side of the road added beauty to the Scenery.  All along 
the road there were a number of deserted Camps. once occupied by Dawsons men 
but now deserted.  There were live game such as squirrels pigeons and other __ of 
strange birds which seemed indifferent to our approach.  We had a conversation 
about home & the pleasant evening spent last summer and thought little of where 



we would be on a week from to day.  We returned home quite refreshed with our 
walk.  Mr. Kennedy was employed in labeling our bags & baggage  Kennedy6 and 
Mulvey had a bathe I was to unwell to do so.

Tuesday July 19th 1870

The morning was fine and the day turned out to be extremely hot  It was 
oppressive.  We had this day also to rest, not having boats to Start.  Nos 3 & 5 
Companies left to day about 8 o clock.  We saw them off and while doing so as we 
were standing on the dock a yoke of oxen drove by and coming too close drove 
Kennedy & Mulvey into the Mud.  The former was nearly covered with Mud the 
latter escaped with a Slight wetting I was fortunate and did not get a drenching in 
the Mud.  To day Hawman(?)  gave me 14 dollars to keep for him. ___ procured as 
a nice mess of raspberries to day which we enjoyed nicely at Supper.  

The men are busily engaged in packing up their traps ready for starting away 
in the boats tomorrow morning.  Mr. Kennedy was officer of the day to day and 
also In.Keaster.(?) Mr. Walker had dinner with us as he remained behind to take up 
a detachment of his company.  Hall spent the most part of to day in washing our 
dry goods  making ready for the Start up the river  I feel a great deal better this 
evening.  I am busy in getting the boats loaded as we have to make ___ Site before 
Thursday as we will have to embark early on Friday morning the 22nd.

Wednesday July 20th 1870

Up this morning at 3 o’clock packed up our things and made ready for a start 
at 5 o’clock  There were ___9 boats containing two companies No. 1 & 4. The Col. 
Sergt & Surgeon accompanies us.  we got along very well the first 4 or five miles.  
I forgot to mention that we had a severe thunder Storm last night  It was terrific 
peal after peal which lasted for nearly an hour interspersed by lightning which lit 
up the heavens and seemed to dash from tree to tree.  Several trees were struck in 
the immediate vicinity of the camp.  We got up out of bed and dressed ourselves 
every moment thinking would be our last see the men in camp nearly got out of 
bed and some on their knees gazing out of their tent5 door.  It subsided about 2 
o’clock a.m.

We had dinner about half way between Browns Lane & Os Kindago  as a 
nice place in the ___(?) hall to return about a mile to take up a boat that was after 
being repaired.  After an hours delay we again started and after hauling  
considerable hauling and tracking some of the men to their waists in water we 
arrive at our destination for the day at 6 o c p.m. where we pitched out tents for the 
night had supper and a long talk over our days work.  We turned in wrapped 
ourselves in the  arms of Morpheus and soon became lost to all work a day 



consciousness for the remainder of the night.  Mail arrived to day I got 
considerable.

Thursday July 21st 1870

On acct of the fatigue of the previous day we slept until 7 0’clock something 
longer than usual.  The men were employed this forenoon in cleaning around the 
camp & making it comfortable for a __ days stay as is expected.  Mulvey is acting 
Quartermaster and we have many a pleasant joke upon him on account of his 
expertness in making certain erections connected with the duties of his office.  We 
had an inspection at 4 o’clock p.m.  The Col went out to shoot in the woods this 
afternoon and as it is now 9 ½ o’clock p.m. we are apprehensive of his getting 
astray.  We sounded the bugle several times to endeavor to apprise him of the 
position of the camp but to no effect.  I went up on a high hill in the vicinity of the 
camp and fired ten rounds the last of which was answered by a discharge of his 
rifle which told us of his whereabouts.  Only that I took this method of signaling to 
him our position the probability is that he would have to remain out all night  He 
arrived at about 11 o’clock We received orders this evening to hold ourselves in 
readiness to March to xxx  Naros Landing at 6 a.m. tomorrow so we have retired to 
take a __ before we have to get up so early.

Friday July 22nd 1870

Up at 3 o’clock  am this morning.  had breakfast and struck tents and march 
off  to Naros Landing at 4 o’clock a distance of five miles.  We carried our Rifles 
and ammunition.  Mulvey took charge of the Baggage Waggons.  There were two 
companies __  Nos 1&4 No. 2 remained behind at Os Kondagee Creek.  We were 
served out to day with 50 pairs of Serge pants for the Men & 3 Serge Jackets 
together with 30 rounds of ammunition.  We received orders to March to 
Shebandowan Lake tomorrow morning.  

Saturday July 23rd 1870

It rained considerable last night but ceased about 3 ½ oclock this morning.  
We arose at 4 am had a drink of hot tea and at 6 we started for Lake Shebandowan  
Mulvey and Kennedy took the company through the bush and I took 12 men and a 
boat up the river.  Kennedy with the company arrived about one hour before me.  I 
then proceeded to choose boats for __ Brigade and I took three of  __ and a 
Quebec with two others.  We had to remain __ until 7 A.M. for want of  __ at 
which __ we commenced to load and got all on board in an hour  We moved out 
into the Lake, took our voyageurs on board and with Brigade(?) Major McLeod we 
started at 91/2 oclock AM 



The weather at this hour was threatening.  large black clouds in the west – 
with occasional flashes of lightning. It grew very dark and we sailed all round the 
shore looking for a camping place.  We got into a Swamp of bulrushes and well 
might got stuck  We Changed our course and Sailed  West when we reached a high 
spot of land with easy access.  So we pulled shore lit a camp fire had Something to 
eat and pitched our tent in the Midst of bushes for the night. when we landed it was 
by the Majors watch Just 11 0’clock.  This may be called the first real night of 
camp life  Since we Started.  Some of the men pitched their tents – others lay in the 
boats & some rolled themselves in their blankets and lay beside the camp fire all 
night.  The following is a list of Store on board  __ Brigade 

                                                           R__s
ammunition  ___________________   5000
felling axes ____________________       10
Ticks  _________________________        5
Hatchets  ______________________       10
Frying pans_____________________        7
Shovels________________________         5
Spades_________________________        5
Tents__________________________        6
Rope Slings large________________       15  
   “       “      Small________________       20
Portage Straps___________________       30
Spare Bags______________________      60
Mosquito oil_____________________        6 cans
Waterproof bags for accoutrements___        5
     “                “         blankets________      10
__ _____________________________      24
Biscuit__________________________      46 Bls
Flour___________________________       34
Pork____________________________      45
Sugar___________________________        6  - 566
Tea_____________________________        6 – 294
Pepper__________________________         6 lbs
Beans___________________________         9 bags
Potatoes_________________________         7 cans

Sunday July 24th 1870

We got out of bed this morning at 3 o’clock-a m – Had a drink of hot tea and 
pushed out into the Lake a 420.  We Steered in a South Westerly direction until we 
camped for breakfast at 8 o clock where we dined of Some excellent pike caught 
by Major McLeod and Myself.  While eating breakfast Mr. Dawson in a Birch bark 



canoe passed us.  We delayed an hour and again started and the men Rowed in a 
Westerly direction.  After passing through several narrow Straits and Many Islands 
we arrived at Kashaboive Portage at 12 o clock.  We had dinner and then proceeded 
to unload our boats  Companies 5 & 3 were at this portage on our arrival.  This 
Portage is nearly all cross laid with logs.  I perceive a great body of Dawsons men 
at work.  We have 4 carts to assist us in carrying across __ We intend resting the 
remainder of to day as tomorrow we will have a difficult days work.  The t__ of 
this portage is of no use being chiefly Spruce and Birch with poplar.  The length of 
the portage is about as near as I can ascertain 1 ¼ miles.  We has Some beartiful 
fish for Supper this evening.  Me being tired got into bed early to night.

Monday July 25 1870

We arose this morning at 3 o clock Commenced to Portage our Stores in all 
kinds of ways.  There were 4 waggons.  Capt McLeurs  two and me two.  The 
portaging was quite a novelty to see some men carrying a Barrel of  Pork wt 200 
lbs with a strap around the head and fastened to the barrel of the mans back.  I 
portaged some flour & Biscuit.  The Officers worked as well as the men.  We were 
able to take 7 barrels at a time in one of the carts but it required about 15 men to 
draw them.  We got through with the stores and our 6 boats all Safe to day while is 
__ a good days work from Men.  Macleurs men broke a cart which delayed them 
very much.

Tuesday July 26th 1870 Tuesday

Got out of bed at 4 a.m. loaded our boats at the Kashaboive side and started 
again at 11 o clock a m. Just before Starting Capt Cooks Company arrived the the 
other end and took our Mail with him.  I received a large no of letters from home.  
We rowed out into the Lake and after a few hours rowing we steered S.W.  We 
rigged our Sails and Sailed all the way to the height of land Portage.  Just as we 
approached the Portage we were brought a few hundred yards our of our course by 
some few tents on the shore.  The passage is here through long grass scarcely 
perceptible being very shallow and only about 70 feet wide.  We got out into the 
water and pulled the boats along for about 100 yards when we entered another 
small lake upon the opposite side of which was the camp of the height of land 
Portage. There we found __ Co Just Starting on the opposite side and the boats of 
No 5 & 3 and provisions all piled up on account of which we were unable to do 
anything until the evening when we unloaded our boats and rested until the 
following morning.  The Land at this place is as usual rocky as well could be.

Name of Boats
My boat ------------Collingwood Lass
Mr. Kennedys------Dread Naught



Mulveys------------Old 100 or Shoofly
Champions---------Flying  Dutchmans
Doages--------------Volunteer
Majors--------------Labelle Manitoba(?)

Wednesday July 27th 1870

We commenced portaging the stores across to day on the mens backs.  We 
had no carts like the last place we were at so we commenced and each man carried 
his share of the stores.  I attended to see that each man carried his share.  The 
length of the portage is 2000 yards.  So we brought them ¾ of the way this 
forenoon We had dinner and again commenced and brought the stores the 
remainder of the way in a couple of hours.  We also took over two boats. one of 
which got split on a stump. There are some large pines on this portage  The timber 
is larger on this place than any of the rest cook has arrived at 8.P.M. this evening 

Thursday July 28 1870
South end of the height of Land Portage.

We arose this morning at 4 a.m. and brought over Mr. Kennedy’s boat and 
the Majors.  Kennedys get a little damaged but not much.  We had breakfast and 
commenced loading but owing to the slowness of Capt Macleans(?) men we are 
detained many hours.  Had dinner at 12and made ready for a start which we did at 
4.20 We rowed out into Lac Mille Lac and put up our sails and steered west. We 
passed large groups of Islands on our right and left.  The water of this lake is very 
black and exceedingly warm.  It was a beautiful light to see out tow Brigades of 
boats all under Sail into a nice breeze swelling the sails under way.  I took a more 
southerly direction than the rest of the boats and cut short the say considerably.  I 
also caught the 1st fish in this Lake of any of our Brigade  We Sailed about 6 miles 
an hour and encamped on a little head Land on Baril Bay at 8.20 p.m. We pitched 
our tents in a very comfortable place among pine trees and had a comfortable 
supper and turned in at 11oc p.m.  The Scenery on this lake is is certainly beautiful.  
We have not been farther than ½ mile from land on either side.  This Lake is about 
20 miles in length.  About half way there is an opening appearing towards the 
south which is calculated to Set Many a man astray(?) There is only one person in 
all our Brigades who has ever been this way before.  

Friday July 29th 1870

We are still in Lac Mille Las(?)  In that portion of it called Baril  Bay.  We 
arose at 5 a.m. breakfasted on Some fish caught by me on the way up.  We pass on 
through groups of lovely Islands.  arrived at the west of of Baril Bay we pass on 



through a small strait about 20 feet wide with red pine and cedar on either side.  
Until we arrive at the Portage called Bruile Baril portage at which place we arrived 
at 9 o clock am commenced to portage and had all the stores through before dinner.  
The boats were got through with some difficulty owing to No 3 leaving their in our 
way.  We started again at 7.30 Rowed along the Shore until we came to a lead land 
where we camped for the night and as we were extremely tired we went to be and 
were fully prepared to enjoy a goo nights rest.  

Saturday July 30th 1870

We are still in Baril Lake  We arose at 6 am had breakfast and rowed along 
the south Shore until we came to Brule Portage at which we arrived at 9. o.c  We 
portaged the Stores across in 3 hours, and then partook of dinner and brought over 
the boats.  Loaded up & moved out into Wuidegoostegoon Lake and rowed for 
some time until we came to small rapids down which we had to use ropes round a 
tree to lower the boats  They seemed to be a little injured(?) here as there were 
great rocks We then passed through a little inlet and camped in a lake(?) of the 
main land on the south side.

Sunday July 31st 1870

We are still in Wuidegoostegoon Lake.  Up at 6. breakfast at 7. and Started at 
8.a.m.  We found the fires of the previous detachment Still  burning and it took us 
quite a good while to extinguish them.  We put up sails and sailed a short way  until 
the wind blew ahead of us and to fall back upon our oars.  In 5 minutes more we 
came to a Small Strait with the Main land on both sides of us.  This place was not 
wide enough to allow the boats to pass through.  We entered French river, a small 
creek in some places not the width of the boats.  So that it was difficult to get the 
boats through  The men stripped themselves naked and got out into the river up to 
their necks in water  Some of the boats leaked a little on acct of jamming against 
the rocks  We arrived at the Portage Called French Portage at 11__ am. and found 
No 1 6&5 on the portage, on account of which we did nothing for the remainder of 
this day.  a cessation which both officers and men enjoyed  heartily as we done up 
a great amount of work this last week  this place is 150 miles from Thunder Bay 
and 122 from Fort Francis.  There are some falls here about 60 feet high and the 
the whole falls between the Lakes is 99 feet so about one mile or so.  

Monday August 1st 1870

We are at French Portage conveying the Stores across.  We left at 3.30 pm.  
We moved down the creek.  It is a peculies(?) one.  With all its windings and 
turnings it makes about 7(?) miles while in a direct line it is only two.  We moved 



down with the current Sometimes for nearly an hour and then found ourselves no 
50 garos(?) a head.  I noticed that Sometimes we were moving East West and 
south.  We reached the lake Called Lake Francis at 8 o clock pm.  Where we 
encamped on a little island towards the east There  fires burning when we arrived 
Some other companies camped previously to us

Tuesday August 2nd 1870

This Lake is called Lake Francis.  We started at 7 o clock n m and moved 
nearly west when after about a mile we entered Francis River one about 30 yards 
wide barely sufficient to row.  the boats through into Lake Ticeral or Kasgasicok 
Lake which is 8 miles 35 chains long.  After passing through several little narrow 
places we reached True Portage at 3 o clock p m We met with a rain Storm on this 
Lake Some of the boats went ashore and the Major pitched his tent.  I moved on 
through the Storm and arrived a True Portage at the above hour.

In less than an hour all the other boats had arrived So we prepared dinner.  
There were Cos No 6 & 5 here at the other portage one mile ahead No 7 Company 
was employed(?) We went over to portage __ __ where we saw Capt Scott and his 
Officers.  Major NaurirightyRev  Mr. Patterson and others After __ a __ time we 
returned.  And with difficulty on acct of the darkness in finding our way to our own 
tent  we went to bed.  True portage on which we are ___ is 600 yards long.  Capt 
Cook and his Company arrived towards evening. 

Wednesday Augt 3rd 1870 

We slept until 8 o clock this morning.  Had the whole of this forenoon to rest 
on acct of No 5 having possession of the portage  At 2 oclock p.m. we commenced 
to unload and convey all the stores across in a few hours.  got 5 of the boats 
through this evening  Removed our tent to the other end of the portage where there 
is an excellent spring of water the best we men in our Journey.  We have left the 
Majors boat until morning.  There are some good pine trees on this portage.

Thursday Augt 4th 1870

We arose this morning a 6. o clock The men commenced to take on the 
Majors boat which they did before breakfast.  Had breakfast and awaited Capt 
Ma__to get his Stores across.  Still at True Portage.  Had breakfast Loaded our 
boats and after awaiting Capt McL__ we started over to Dieux Rivere Portage at 
which place we arrived at 4 o clock P M We portaged our boats across this 
afternoon and did no more to day.  There are a few maple trees on this portage as 
also Some large pines and cedar on this portage which appears to be more like 
civilization.



Friday August 5 1879

We are still at __ Dieux Rivere.  Commenced to get our stores across early 
this morning.  The men were terribly annoyed by mosquitoes last night. We got all 
stores through at noon and had arrived after which we started and crossed a litt5le 
lake or __ in the West.  We had to get out of the boats to get through a shallow 
creek.  We then polled the boats through a River about a mile long filled with long 
grass and containing on the surface some beautiful specimens of the white and 
yellow water lilly.  We then came into a little lake and moved North west and 
entered Sturgeon River down which we had a beautiful sail and entered Sturgeon 
Lake.  This Lake is one of the most beautiful we have met with since starting.  
Major McLeods boats was a long way behind  We camped at about 7 o clock 
pm.on a beautiful Island on the North Shore.  I prepared to go out a fishing this 
evening with a spear and light & after going round the Island and my light failing I 
did not see any fish.   So I returned and went to bed.  This is about one of the best 
camping places we have met with.  All the rocks on this Island are impregnated 
with Mica & they look beautiful.  No doubt There are large quantities of mineral 
on these shores. 

Saturday August 6th 1870

We were up this morning at 5 had a drink of hot tea and started down 
Sturgeon Lake course Westerly.  Until we came to a portage at the mouth of 
Maligne River where there were some Indians stationed by Col Wolseley for the 
purpose of running the boats through the Rapids.  The first one we met on this river 
is about a fall of 4 feet the 2nd a fall of 6 feet.  We did not unload here but the men 
all walked and the Indians run the boats.  We arrived at the 2nd Rapids at 11.30 o 
clock and unloaded our boats and got though before dinner.  We run the boats 
down the rapids here by Indians.  It took us about ¾ of an hour here to get the 
stores across.  After which we loaded up and moved down the river.  We arrived at 
Taureres Rapids on Moincins falls at 5.30 and here unloaded also.  The boats were 
taken down the rapids.  Here is a fall of about 10 feet  The portage is some 50 
yards.  We got through in about an hour and as it threatened rain we pitched tents 
and determined to remain for the night.  The Majors boat got a hole Stove through 
her in coming down these rapids.  the remainder of the boats came through all 
right.  Then we dined on some excellent fish caught by me while we were coming 
down Sturgeon Lake.  This river is in Some places about 150 yards wide and in the 
narrowest it is 40.  This portage is situated on what looks very much like an Island 
for which reason it is wrongly called Island Portage which is 6 miles below this 
place. 

Sunday August 7th 1870



We are at Larmers Rpaids or Mininis Falls.  We arose at 5 a.m. had some tea 
& started down  Maligne River  Capt Macleans boats were not ready so my 
company moved out unto the river.  Arrived at Island Portage Portage after a nice 
run down the river which is in some places 100 yards wide.  There was a nice 
current all the way and some small rapids.  We landed at 8. and unloaded our boats 
and took them across before breakfast  There is a beautiful cascade at this Portage 
with a fall of about 20 feet.  I Stood quite a while looking at the white foam of the 
water as it rushed over the Cataract.  The mist arising from the water after the fall     
rising like a drizzling rain and in a short time wet me  There was one of our men 
Kellar who went out to swim and he was caught between two whirlpools and 
would have been lost only for one of the boast hurried to his assistance.  We again 
loaded up and started down a little creek after which we entered Cake La Croix.  
We had a heat burn the Mist off the fore noon.  We halted and had dinner on a little 
Island in the __ __ where we were visited by some Chippan Indians having fish 
and berries for Sale.  We purchased quite a good supply of these delicious berries  
and I made some presents of Biscuit and pork to some of them for which they 
Seemed very much pleased.  We had dinner & started __ put up Sails and had a 
nice Sail.  The Cake was very strong and some of the boats Slipped some water.  
We ran ashore at 8 o clock and camped on the north side of the Island for the night  
We pitched our tent, had supper, turned in & determined to have a good night rest.  

       Monday August 8th 1870

      We are still in Lake La Croix (?)or Heuqungon or Tuie(?) Lake   We arose at 
the Bugle call which Sounded at 8 ½ o clock a m had a hot drink of tea got ready 
and Started or rather rowed down the Lake amongst a great number of Islands in 
either Side until we arrived at a portage a 8 o clock This portage is 211 yards wide.  
We had to unload and haul our boats across.  This has no mane on the map.  We 
had breakfast at this place and got out boast all through at 11 o clock a.m.  When 
we entered Lake Leo Croix.  We just saw the American coast on the Southern 
Shore  It Seemed to be after having been over run by a great fire as nothing but the 
charred remains of very small trees and bare rocks remained visible. I am not 
certain but I believe this portion of it is part of the State of Minnesota.  We Started   
from these rapids and entered Loon Lake in a South Westerly direction and the 
wind being ahead of us we rowed the boats until we came to the next Portage at 
(blank space-no number) o clock P.M.
       This Portage is a very rough one indeed being about 500 yards  We unloaded 
and got over the boats reloaded and as it was late we pitched our tents for the night.  
We had several showers of rain at this portage  Major McLeod and Mulvey Sick  
The place where we hauled our goats ashore was was an  awful smell which must 
be unwholesome very.  after we get through we will pass into Loon Lake.



     Tuesday Augt 9th 1870

     As this Portage has no name on the map I will call it Loon Lake Portage.  We 
were up this morning a 5. and had some tea  I Sent LCall to his duty this morning 
and took in his stead Jones as our orderly  We Started and moved down the river 
my boat leading.  This river is narrow and shallow in places.   We entered 
Nameakaw Lake at 10 o clock and awaited the other 11 boats.  We then started in a 
northerly course up the Lake until we had dinner on an Island on the East Side.  
When Col McNeil and Capt Tolley arrived bringing our Mails with us.  I got quite 
a good supply.  It was raining at this time.  After dinner we set out into the Lake 
put up Sails and Sailed up the Lake We passed a very part of the Lake between 
Some very beautiful Islands covered with pines and high rocks.  It looked very 
interesting as the weather cleared up and was nice and warm.  Here we again 
entered the old Canoe or Dawsons route for the expedition.  We encamped for the 
night on a nice Island on the South side had Supper and Distributed some more 
Biscuit to the Men.  At this time an Indian came ashore and made Signs  which I 
could not understand I procured an Interpreter and ascertained that he had 3 ducks 
which he wished to exchange for provisions.  I gave him Biscuit and pork for them 
which seemed to please him very much.  We will I hope have a dinner party 
tomorrow on them.  We turned in determined to have a rest.

     Wednesday Augt 10th 1870

     We were up at 4 ½ o clock & started at 5. and sailed across the corner of 
Neuienkau Lake and arrived at Bear Portage at 6 0 clock am. When after taking 
breakfast we started for the next Portage which is about a mile distant at which 
place we arrived at 9 o clock.  We took over our boats and Stores and as it was 12 
o clock we had dinner  Bear Portage is composed of two Portages about a mile 
distant the 1st  about 150 yards long and the 2nd  300.  They are easy ones to pass 
over.  We Started down the river leading into Rainy Lake at 100pm, and the water 
was very muddy.  We passed through a great number of Islands & one in particular 
on our right which very much resembled an orchard containing long grass amongst 
the trees  We then Sailed out into Rainy Lake proper at 2 oclock when we directed 
our course South West into Rainy Lake.  We put up sails and sailed a short way 
when the wind moved ahead of us.  We had dinner at 1 ½ o cl to day  We dined on 
3 wild ducks bartered from the Indians the night previous and had a comfortable 
meal.  Capt Maclean and Lieut Walker dined with us  Kennedy caught a beautiful 
Maskaloye to day weighing about 16 or 18 lbs on which we had an excellent 
supper to night.  As this Island was reported by the Indians to contain Rattlesnakes 
the men seemed to be uneasy about it  Mr. Kenny Mulvey Capt McLean and Lt 



Walker all took to the Boats.  Only the Major and myself remained in tent.  This 
was not a very good camping ground

     Thursday Augt d11th 1870

      Last night was very Stormy Myself and the Major had to get out of bed in the 
Storm and bring the boats to a Secure part of the Island  We arose at 7 a.m. this 
morning and as it was very windy a head of us we did not put out into the Lake 
until 9.  It rained very hard the greater part of the night and Kennedy and Mulvey 
say that they will risk the rattlesnakes to night   We rowed against the wind for 
about 3 miles when we were compelled to put into a Secure place for to await the 
calm.  There we were joined by a tribe of Rainy Lake Indians  Headed by their 
Chief .  We made them presents of Pork and biscuit. and they in return interested us 
by performing a war dance and songs after which the Chief made a speech which 
we could understand by an interpreter was to the effect that he was our friend and 
__ fight against our enemies.  The employment of the ___ portion of __ was not 
pleasing nor calculated to increase our appetite for dinner after seeing them .  As 
night came in we moved our boats pitched tents and made ourselves asw 
Comfortable as we Could while the wind blew a strong gale a head of us

     Friday August 12th 1879

     We were up this morning at 4 moved out into the Lake at 5 o clock a m.  The 
wind was Still ahead and blew strong ahead of us.  We were unable to make much 
head way so we rowed ashore and had breakfast on an island at the South Shore.  
We then rowed along the southern Shore of rainy Lake  among a numerous body of 
Islands until dinner hour To We had our dinner at 1 o clo p.m. We then Sailed or 
rather rowed all the remainder of the day against a strong West wind.  Our 
direction all through Rainy Lake was N.N.ly West I took my boat in close to the 
shore in calm water and cut short the say Several miles  We came in to an open Leg
(?) and we knew that we were near Fort Francis.  We rowed a point on the southern 
Star and found ourselves in the mouth of rainy river.  There were some great 
Rapids here down which we ran the boats at a great velocity.  This River is about a 
half mile wide in Some places & apparently very deep.  We reached Fort Francis at 
7 o clock p.m and went shore.  This place was a welcome Sight as it was the most 
Civilized place we met since leaving Thunder Bay.  There are only a few houses 
here in the form of a square with a nice lawn in the centre round which the houses 
are built.  It is a nice Fort __  We saw for the first time some new wh__ in shock 
and palatues  growing.  The Major  Mulvey procured Some mild and fresh hea_ 
and meat  with which we made an excellent meal  We were disappointed in finding 
that we could procure nothing in the Store as Companies ahead of us had bought 



up all.  There are Some beautiful falls at this place about 22 feet high  Fuel is very 
scarce in __ __ the __ one McKenzie & family keeps the Fort.

     Saturday August 13th 1870

    We pitched our tent last evening on a beautiful grass lawn & when we arose this 
morning we perceived Some 12 or 13 cows grazing in and around the tent.  We 
carried over the Portage our Stores and as the __ Quarters were expected every 
moment we hurried loading up afraid it would fall to our lot to remain here.  The _ 
Quarter with No 1 & 2 Companies has arrived and I have Sent tow boats with Lt. 
And Ensign in a head I am given to understand that the remaining Capt will have 
to draw lots to see who will remain.  We Sailed down the River a few miles and 
had dinner after which we again Sailed  The Scenery of this river is more beautiful 
than any we have seen since leaving home,  There are some beautiful batches in __ 
__ as we pass. free from tills of all __  and covered with nice flowers all in bloom.  
There are plenty of game here as we observed Numbers of duck & plover around 
Fort Francis.  We made about 4 ½ miles an hour in this river as the current runs 
rapids.  We drew ashore inst at sunset in the North bank of the river.  We had 
Supper and as it was late I slept in my boat but the rest of the officers pitched a 
tent.  We must have rowed about 30 miles since we started to day.  I see the river a 
little above this place takes a turn to the North  The timber is composed of soft 
Maple _ elm Hemlock cedars xx  and the land by appearance improves greatly.  
There are none of those everlasting rocks perceivable Such as re to be found 
between Thunder Bay and Fort Francis. 

     Sunday Morning  xxx  Aug14th 1870
 
     Up at 4 ½ o clock  Started at 5 made rapid progress down the river before 
breakfast.  The Scenery continues beautiful on both Sides we arrived at the Rapids 
at 7 ½ o clock a.m where we had breakfast.  This morning was very calm & foggy.  
We could not see more than 3 boat lengths ahead of us  After breakfast we again 
moved out into Rainy River and ran the 1st Rapid at a rapid rate  Here are a good 
number of Indians all along this river.  You could see Several patches of corn & 
potatoes   The land Still continues to look good on both sides of the river  We 
shortly came to a number of rapids about a mile long down which we ran the boats 
at a fast velocity.  The current in this river is about 3 miles an hour.  We went a 
shore at 12.30 and had dinner and again Started  I think we made 25 miles before 
dinner.  The river seems to be getting wider as we approach the Lake of the Woods  
At this place it is about 300 yards wide a nice Smooth water.  We again started and 
with constant rowing we must be near the Lake of the Woods.  The river is Still 
getting wider.  There are large flocks of ducks flying on each bank.  The __ seem to 
Still be good in quality.  We pulled ashore at Sun down having rowed within two 



miles of the Lake of the Woods.  We must have made nearly 50 miles today.  We 
have received home grown corn from the Indians.  There are large numbers of 
Indians _ this place. I have been informed that numbers of the Crees have come 
this far to meet us and returned with No 5 Co. to assist them over the portage.

     Monday xxx  August 15th 1870

     We were up this morning at day break and as the wind was fair we started and 
Sailed down the river and arrived at the Lake of the Woods at 6. o clock am As the 
wind was favorable we did not take time to have breakfast but I Served each Man 
with a few biscuit and we put out into the Lake of the Woods  We landed on the 
Auseneau(?) Side for a few moments.  There were large quantities of grapes 
growing on this place.  It is a kind of Land Bank.  We put up Sails and Sailed at a 
rapid rate across the Lake of the Woods with a South East Wind.  It thundered for 
a long time after we entered the Lake but the Storm Seemed to pass away to the 
south West, but after a short time it overtook us from the South  East.  We put into 
a small Island on the south of us until it was over and during which we had 
breakfast  We again Started and put up full Sail and Sailed Across the Lake in a 
North Westerly direction  This was the most beautiful Sail we had since we  started 
as we made full six miles an hour up to 12 0 clock when we reached a marrow 
place of the lake where we awaited the coming up of the last boats and had dinner.  
We then pushed through some rushes and moved out to the S East  Here we had to 
take to the oars as the wind ceased and we rowed the whole of the afternoon 
amongst a great number of Islands.  The water Seemed to be very bad and thick 
with __  little animalcula   In the boat race this morning I passed by some 6 or 7 
boats and arrived first at the landing place for dinner.  We pulled ashore for the 
evening  Just as the Sun was Setting & made preparations for the night.

     Tuesday August 16th 1870

     We are encamped in Lake of the Woods on an Island.  We arose at 4 and started 
after having a little tea.  The sind is favorable So we put up Sa;ils & sailed through 
the Islands for about 12 miles in 2 ½ hours and we drew ashore and had breakfast.  
The sail was an excellent one indeed  I was unwell this morning and when we 
landed for breakfast I felt Miserable.  The waters of this Lake are very remarkable 
being filled with green vegetable matter very much resembling animalcula. We 
again Started out and Sailed North West Wind favorable and had the best ride we 
had Since we Started  About 11 o clock we came to a marrow pass with Shallow 
water and full of rocks.  Several of the boats got Stuck for a while  We then get out 
again into a clear part of the Lake the wind Still favorable. and Sailed rapidly until 
we came to another narrow pass of about 15 yards wide which we entered and 
turned to the left instead of the to right.  When I was informed by Indians that we 



were going wrong I sounded the bugle and the boats returned and we got down to 
the __ on B Co.  Fort Kept by a Mr. M Theisen.  Here were some orders awaiting 
us regarding the navigation of the Winnipeg River.  We were also informed that 
Col Wolsley left two hours previous to our arrival and had waited for us 2 days  
He went astray on the Lake and was 2 days Sailing around(?)  There is a farm at 
this trading place.  Several cows pigs etc.  We got some green corn potatoes & 
Several little things we needed.  After dinner we moved down to Rat portage in the 
midst of the rain distance 3 miles pitched tents in the dark and rain & turned in for 
the night.  It was 9 ½ o clock when we  reached Rat Portage  

     Wednesday August 17 th 1870

     It was a very Stormy and rainy night.  We were up at 5 and it was pouring down 
rain.  We commenced to portage over our stores and boats and got them over Rat 
portage before breakfast.  We then Started down the  Winnipeg River  There is a 
great current in this river with many rapids  We took 2 guides with our company  I 
took one in my ? boat and Mr. Kennedy the other.  The day was windy and it was 
ahead of us.  We passed towards evening one Shorter rapid about ½ mile in length  
It was very nice to See how the boats shot through at about 25 miles an hour.  The 
river is in some places ¼ mile wide and in others very narrow  It is  Still filled with 
Islands.  We came to a large opening between two rocks on the  __ where we 
pitched our tent for the night.  It was very rainy towards evening  it rained pretty 
much as we were putting up our tents.  

     Thursday Augt 18th 1870

     This morning was very cold.  We were up at 4. and Started down the river  It 
rained all the morning  We ran a very large rapid and rather dangerous early in the 
morning Called        when we arrived at Rue Portage at 9. am.  We were all wet 
with rain.  We portaged our boats & stores over and had breakfast and I moved my 
boat down to follow Mud Portage about a mile distant and unloaded .  This portage 
is not good.  There is an elevator on each Side but the top is level.  It is about 200 
yards in length  It was really laughable to see the men falling under barrels & 
Some of them rolling down the hill over them. There were a few men hurt badly.  
We started again at 4 oc and run a bad Short about 7 feet high My boat & Mulveys 
Shipped a great deal of water. Three miles down we we came to Islington Mission  
Some 5 houses & 1 large house called a School house a pretty nice place to live  A 
little further on we encamped for the night.

     Friday August 19th 1870  



     We encamped last night on a nice Island in Winnipeg River & had a nice fire 
opposite our tent which we enjoyed nicely.  We arose at 5 ½ and started down the 
river about a mile and a half until we came to rapids of a very dangerous character  
There we met two boats of the ___ B Co laden with stores for Fort Francis.  I Saw 
Some of the Indians carry full 2 or 3 cwt wt on their backs.  We run down our boats 
at a rapid velocity I rowed down My own.  We got them all Safe.  This is a 
peculiar river.  Some times a rapid current in our favor. At other times a high wind 
and waves against us.  We put up Sails and at one time Sailed about 6 miles at a 
rapid rate.  My boat had all she could do I thought.  Several times she would be 
upset in the gale as it was squally.  The Lieut broke his mast.  The Major broke a 
part.  Capt Macleod lost a mast & sail Sergt Champion lost a mast also.  So I have 
a regular chapter of accidents to record to day.  There are some bad rapids in this 
river.       
At about 12 co clock do day we have passed over half the length of this river or 72 
miles from Rat Portage. The land on either Side of this river So far is very __ high 
rocks and nothing else.  Covered on the top with little spruce and poplar with an 
odd pine of Small dimensions.  At other times you can see large Solid __ rocks 
occupied(?) Several acres are totally destitute of vegetation.  There are large flocks 
of ducks visible to day at Several places on the bank of the river.  The river Still is 
in Some places a Mile wide and containing a great number of rocky Islets.  This 
evening is cheating? to bring on a windy night.  Several raubous ? perceptible, __ 
__ __ being ahead of us and blowing in its old C__ due west

     Saturday August 20th 1870 

     We started from where we encamped last night and rowed down the river about 
2 miles when we arrived at Chute a Jacquot Portage at 7 o clock am.  We got our 
boats over and had breakfast then carried over our boats and loaded up again 
moved down the next Portage we met a heavy Shower coming up.  We arrived  at 
Pointe auz Loes portage at 11 ½ o clock It is about  two Jaros in length.  We hauled 
over our boats and got private Butcher to repair the Majors which got damaged.  
Myself and Capt Maclean moved over to the next Portage which is only about 50 
yards distance from this one.  I passed over and had dinner and assisted in getting 
over Mulveys boat and while we were in the act of unloading her I am with deep 
feelings of Sorrow and regret to announce as very melancholy  accident which 
occurred to private Butcher one of Mulveys crew.  He carried in his Haversack a 
colts revolver loaded and as he threw it ashore to me to take it in it fell on a rock 
and exploded and the Ball passed through his body and as I looked up I saw him 
in the boat holding his side with his hand and the blood spurting from the wound.  
He exclaimed I am shot.  I took him out of the boat and led him ashore and upon 
examination I found that the ball passed through his right breast and passed 
through the body slanting upward and lodged near the back _ under the right 



shoulder.  I Sent for Dr.  Walker who was in the next Portage & when he arrived he 
could do nothing as he had no implements.  I then Sent a crew of __ __   & 8 men 
back to meet 26th __ for Doctor Cod_.  I also left 1st Robinson & McMurkley to 
take care of him with plenty of provision and a tent with my bed.  It was surprising 
how he was shot by his own revolver & I had certainly a narrow escape.  He cried 
when we parted and mentioned what will become of his wife and child.  He is very 
much regretted by the Co and was one of the most value men we had as he was a 
ships carpenter  by trade.  We left him and moved off at 5 o clock  I hope we will 
see him again but I am afraid it will prove fatal.  

     Sunday August 21st 1870

     We arose at 5 this morning got over our Stores and loaded up and Started at 
10.30 am  We made good tome of it down the river there is a great current & 
several whirlpools.  We have not heard anything of poor Butcher whether he is 
dead or living   I have had a few words with the Major this morning about who has 
the proper command of this Brigade as I have been informed he  has nothing to do 
with us.  We arrived at __ Le Barriere at 12 0 clock noon  We unloaded and hauled 
over our boats and Started again the last boat at 2 o clock p.m.  We moved down a 
short way and had dinner  This is a very dangerous rapid.  Several of Kennedys 
men refused running them as they were afraid.  We again Started for the next 
portage at 4.0 o o clock  and after running a great many shoots of a very dangerour 
nature we arrived at the 1st of the seven rapids late in the evening being distant 
about six miles.  Our men took over their Stores and boats and made ready for an 
early start to morrow.  The portages on this river are remarkable for being all 
composed of one solid rock each.  The land on each side is terrible rocky and 
barren.  There are plenty of wild duck and plover to be seen in flocks in almost 
every direction.  There are also plenty of fish in this river as you can seen then 
jumping in the river as we pass.  

     Monday August 22nd 1870

     We were up at 5 this morning after which we started immediately for the 2nd of 
the seven portages through which we got all right before breakfast but the Majors 
boat by some means got loose and ran over the falls and fortunately escaped with 
only the loss of her steno(?)  This delayed us a couple of hours.  He succeeded in 
getting her repaired and passed through the 4th and as we arrive at the 5th and last 
she was much damaged.  In running a shoot before we came to this portage Mulvey 
boat nearly ran over the rapids  After striking on several rocks they succeeded in 
getting her in Safe.  Had she went over all would be lost most likely.  Several of 
Captains Macleans boats got damaged and nearly sank into water My boat got an 
awful strike as we passed over the falls. I had to unload her and get her fixed. after 



which we had to run another bad rapid which we succeeded in getting through all 
right.  We moved in to the next portage at 4 o clock p.m.  The water in this river is 
curling and foaming and boiling all the way.  Sometimes the current with us and 
the next moment in a large whirlpool, to get out of which we have to redouble our 
strength on the oars.  and then rumbling down large shoots, we
              ( unfinished)

     Tuesday August 23rd 1870

     We started at 6 o clock this morning and moved down or rather sailed down to 
the pt of the galais De Bonnet Rapids  This is 22 yards wide  - we had breakfast.  It 
rained the most pt of the way.  We got out Stores and boats Safely over and again 
Started for the 2nd of the galais De Bonnet  Portages which is about 40 yards in 
length over which we Portaged our boats and Stores.  The Majors boat delayed us 
very considerably as she shipped large quantities of water.  We again Started for 
Grand Bonnet at which we arrived at about 12 0 clock.  It took us the whole of the 
day to get our Stores and four(?) boats over.  We Started to get the Majors across 
but we were unable as it was late.  I had Mine over ready to Start at 6 o clock  The 
flies and Mosquitoes at this place were intolerable. Some of our men were unable 
to Stand it.  This Portage is very near a mile in length  While we were taking over 
our boats Sergt Dodge arrived taking with him Butcher who we were glad to find 
was still living and doing well.  He took with him Dret(?) (__) and Capt Beamish 
who had dinner with us.  We wanted them to Sleep with us in our tent but they 
Slept in Mulveys boat.  Capt Maclean Slept in our tent to night __ __ to do so.

Fort Garry   Sept 9th 1870

1. Col. W has handed over command of the troops in the Province of Manitoba 
to Lieut. Col. S.T. Jarvis1st Ont Rifles who will assume command from this 
date.  

2. The following address is to be published in Regt Orders and Read to the 
Men on Church parade next Sunday.  

    
                                     By order
                                        Jas. Macleod
                                                        _____

To the Soldiers of the Militias Regt of the Red R Expeditionary force

     In Saying “goodbye” I beg that each one of you will accept my grateful 
recognition of your valuable Services and my best thanks for the Zeal you have 
displayed in carrying out my orders.  I congratulate you upon the success of our 



expedition which has secured to this country a peaceable solution to its late 
troubles 
     The credit of this success is due to the gallant Soldiers I had at my back.  Upon 
you fell the hard labor of carrying boats and heavy loads, a labor in which Officers 
and men vied as to who should do the most.
     Nothing but that “pluck” for which British Soldiers whether born in the 
Colonies or in the Mother Country are celebrated could have carried you So 
Successfully through the arduous advance upon this place.  
     From __ Archers Landing to Fort Garry is over 600 miles in length through a 
wilderness of Forest and water where no supplies of any description are obtained.  
You had to carry on your backs a vast amount of supplies over no less than 47 
Portages.  Making a total distance of upwards of seven miles a feat unparalleled in 
our Military Annals.  You have descended a great River esteemed so dangerous 
from its rapids, Falls & whirlpools that none but experienced voyageurs attempt its 
navigation.  Your cheerful obedience to orders has enabled you under the blessing 
of Divine Providence to accomplish your task without I may say any accident.
     Altho the Banditti who have been oppressing this people fled at your approach 
without giving you an opportunity of proving how men capable of such labor could 
fight you have deserved as well of your  country as if you had won a battle.
     Some evil designing men have endeavored to make a Section of this people 
believe that they have much to dread at your hands.  I beg of you to give the lie to 
Such a foul aspersion upon your character as Canadian Soldiers.  by continuing to 
comport yourselves as you have hitherto done.  I desire to warn you especially 
against mixing yourselves up in party affairs here, to be present at any political 
meeting or to join in any political procession is strictly against her Majestys orders 
& regulations a fact which I am sure, you have only to know to be guided by. 
     I can say without flattery that altho’I have served with many armies in the Field 
I have never been associated with a better set of men.  You have much yet to learn 
of your profession but you have only to attend as carefully to the orders of the 
Officer to whose command I now hand you over, as you have done to mine, to 
become shortly a Force Second to No Corps in Her Majestys Service.  
     My best thanks are especially due to Lieut Colonels Jarvis and Cassaulf for the 
punctuality with which they have executed their orders.
     I bid You all “good bye” with no feigned regret. I Shall ever look back with 
pleasure, and pride to having commanded you and although separated from you by 
thousands of miles, I shall never cease to take an earnest interest in you welfare
                            (Signed), G .J. Wolseley
                                           Commander Red R Expeditionary Force
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Pine Portage Augt 25th 1870

3 Bls pork
8 “   flour
1 “   sugar
2 Bags Beans
3 tins tea
2 Boxes ammunition
1 __ chest
2 frying pans
1 pick axe
1 spare
1 shovel
2 large axes
1 Tarpaulin
pail Bag
6 oars
7 oarlocks
2 sails   

     
  


