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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
July 5th, 1907

My darling,

Yours of the 28th, but I believe the 29th reached me a moment 
ago and as usual received a warm welcome. I hope Cowdry has 
recovered from the accident & is now his old self in one way and 
improved in another. I trust Dominion day [sic] was fair & that all the 
functions you mentioned
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were a success in every way. I was convinced you would be warmly 
welcomed by all & hope the feeling they have entertained towards 
you in the past will continue in the future. As your men are keen and 
interested in their work, you will be pleased with their efforts and win 
their respect and confidence, thus firmly cementing the esprit du 
corps which helps, or mars a command when it is lacking. Did you 
wish me near when you were receiving the wealth and beauty of 
Calgary on
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the afternoon of the 1st? I hope you found the blue serge - Bagnall 
says it is wrapped in a brown paper in the black leather trunk - he 
says a list is on the cover of it inside. There are no military clothes 
whatever in the large new leather trunk. I gave you a list of its 
contents, you know. As you did not wire, I conclude you found it. 
Bagnall & Annie came by train from Quebec & [sic?] on Sunday, 
arriving here after ten. It being very late before they secured their 
luggage, they went to a hotel and rested on Monday - about seven in 
the evening he phoned from Gus’ office, then came up all right & 
must have been pleased with their reception. The children were 
delighted to see them, I assure you & they seem to be satisfied - 
found the house lovely and so clean - a pleasure to work in such a 
place. What do you mean when you say “the mess has more than 



one laugh at our expense”- I cannot imagine why or wherefore - 
enlighten me, like a dear.
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I sincerely hope we will not have the trouble you anticipate in 
securing a house - too bad, if we cannot be together - however, we 
will do for the best & whatever you say I will abide by. How lovely of 
the Duke of Argyll to write in such a way of you - to whom was the 
letter addressed & when was it written? I am deeply interested as you 
see. I hope you enjoyed your dinner at the Johnstons & met some 
nice people. I regret to hear Capt. Deane is not well - poor man! He 
has been sorely tried & although he did not treat me well in the old 
days, I can feel for & pity him.
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Frank took mother & myself to [Solomon] Park last evening as well as 
Mrs. Mare & her daughter. The former is a daughter of Sir Edward 
Shea, sister of Mrs. Tobin (Dr.) of Halifax, now residing in England. 
Frank seems to have fallen a victim to the young lady, although he 
only met her a week or so ago - she is very nice & does not turn a 
deaf ear to his attentions - time will tell the result. Have heard nothing 
from [Edmonton] so far - am surprised. All are well & join in much 
love & many kisses to dear old Papa. Mother especially desires to be 
mentioned - will write soon again. God bless you, my own dear -
Your wifie, 
Maye
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