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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
Aug 20th, 12 a.m.

My own darling Boy,

I was so busy yesterday that I could not find a 
moment to write you a line. I intended giving myself that pleasure in 
the evening, but Capt. McDonnell came up & remained until after ten, 
so it was too late. I hope you will forgive me, knowing it is not due to 
neglect or forgetfulness. Yours of July 14th though I know you meant 
Aug 14th came to me yesterday on my coming in from shopping with 
Gertrude. I was delighted to hear from you to know you had 
commenced your inspection. They must 
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have been highly pleased to see you in Edmonton. I suppose Regie’s 
boys thought Uncle Sam pretty fine. The new house is, I am sure a 
very comfortable nice one & they will be delighted to be in one of their 
own, as it is so much easier & satisfactory to fix and furnish one of 
your own. I fancy he will remain there & not “pick up this bed & walk” 
any more [sic]. All gave you a warm welcome, I have not the least 
doubt. A good thing is that the climate seems to agree with them all - 
Regie must look much better, if stout, there being room for flesh. 
Hilliam also must have been pleased to see you - is no doubt much 
disappointed at not being able to get
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a commission, owing to his age - that is something he cannot 
remedy! Torla & her Grandma had a lovely time at Aunt Jessie’s; 
found her pretty well & charmed to see them - had tea there, 
returning at eleven with Frank who went for them. I went to see the 
Mother Superior at St. Urban’s with Gertrude & Harwood - made 
arrangements about our Torla - spoke about the teeth & told her 
Frank would have to see her whenever he needed to do so - she said 
it would be all right & I explained that I hoped she would be let out to 



see her Grandma, as the latter, being old & not accustomed to cold, 
might not be able to go very often. She will have a room, as it is only 
$10.00 per year for that privilege & it is much nicer in every way - 
also impressed very forcibly upon her, Torla’s horror of fire & etc. A 
mother’s heart & love spoke my dear, so you may be sure I did all I 
could. Mother Cornelia told me they were delighted to have Flora & 
sorry Gertrude is not
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to be there also. They seem fond of them & will be kind. Torla had a 
great lonely fit yesterday & wept bitterly at not seeing you & the 
coming prospect of parting with me for so long - “the first time, as we 
have been together Mama, dear for fifteen years”! - I tried hard to 
console her but feel bad myself, although I must hide it & not let her 
see it too much. I will have her nicely fixed up, so that she will feel 
she is somebody & do herself honour and us credit. She will get 
accustomed to it & may not mind it too much, if she gets plenty of 
letters, poor dear & p.c’s too, to show her she is not forgotten. Well, I 
had just written this, when Gus & Mother came in, the former to 
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lunch with us. Yours of Aug 16th came in by noon delivery & was 
welcome as usual.

It is too bad Father Morin was not kept on when he did so much 
for the country & must have been a great favourite. So you still 
cultivate your eye for beauty & like the pretty girls to wait on you! well, 
it is good to keep the sight refreshed with beautiful faces only do not 
get too hard to please, for if so, I shall be on the shelf, I fear. 
Griesbach was glad to see you, I am sure & enjoyed a long confab – 
I suppose Regie is doing well & hope he will continue to prosper. he 
is a good conscientious M.D. & should succeed. Hope the dinner by 
officers of squadrons was nice & entertaining.
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I am sure it is a very pretty city & will improve fast. The trees 
embellish a place so much, especially if well trimmed & cared for. It 
rained again today, but is warm & will do good. Frank has gone to 
dine with a young Dr. Lockhart from Kingston, Jamaica who is 
travelling around the world & to whom, I believe he gave letters of 
introduction to yourself  & the boys - his brothers were in Philadelphia 
with Frank & this poor fellow is going about trying to forget the terrible 



shock he had when his only sister was killed not a few feet from him 
during the earthquake. Gertie is still in Vandreuil visiting de Lotbinière 
at present - she will be home this week - our little Gertrude went 
down there yesterday to spend a few days. Mother & Torla are going 
to visit Mrs. Watt on Thursday - she asked us all, but I am too busy 
& will not let the [mother] go without me: it is at Beaurèpaire, a 
summer place not far from St. Anne’s that they spend the summer. All 
are well & join in fondest love to you, my own dear one. Very many 
sweet kisses & embraces from 

Your own loving, true, devoted little wifie, 
Maye. 
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