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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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1513 1st St. W.
Calgary, Aug 27th

My own darling,

Your two dear letters of Monday & Tuesday 
evidently, although both are dated the 25th have just come in, that is 
about four p.m. & as a relaxation, after a hard morning's work & some 
hours since lunch as well, I come to answer them. Minnie & Tilsey are 
gone downtown to do a little shopping - as when there are three, one 
has to walk ahead & being usually that one, I much preferred 
remaining at home & spending a pleasant hour writing to you, my 
darling. I do feel so lonely this afternoon & can scarcely realize that 
you only left us a fortnight ago yesterday & my Torla only three days 
ago. I miss you both very much I assure you. I hope Torla will get out 
some warm underwear if necessary as the weather is as cold with 
you as it is with us, she will need a heavy coat particularly for driving.

There is not much news since I last wrote. Tuesday evening, 
Mr. Vibert came up & we we sat around him & conversed - yesterday, 
Mrs. Howe favoured Min with a letter, so she invited him to come & 
take her for a walk last evening so that she might give him the news. 
He, of
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course, did so & they returned about ten. Again we talked that is, I 
listened most of the time, but of course Tilsey being here made it 
more pleasant for me.

The youngsters took a rise out of their Aunt, for you may be 
sure nothing is lost on them. Mr. Vibert left for a week’s trip this 
morning, so she will not see him for a time. The Catholic church 
picnic took place yesterday, but the day being miserable & cold, none 
of us favoured them.

Yes, Mrs. Chévrier is an old teacher of mine, having been a 
Grey nun in Ottawa for a long time. She never should have entered, 
being too young to know her own mind & influenced I fancy, by an 



older Sister who also was a member of the same community. She 
was a sister of Hugh McMillan of Rëgand, Co. Vaudreuil. getting a 
dispensation from the Pope, she left years ago. she met us at the 
station when we came west in 1890.

The song you mention is one of Harry Lauder’s & a particular 
favourite of Torla’s, who also heard it on the ‘Phone.

Glad you heard good music at the R.C. chapel & know you 
enjoyed it. It is wonderful what men like Mr. Cousins will do when 
fired by ambition - he will, no doubt. make his mark & do much good, 
with his experience.
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We were all surprised to hear of Col. Evan’s death, although some 
one passing through told Capt. Mackie it was thought he never would 
be better, his memory being gone.

Well, if your [sic] being sent to your present place meant 
promotion, well & good - if not, I much prefer remaining in Calgary as 
I like the place fairly well, have a few nice friends & dearly love the 
winter climate. Besides we are comfortably settled & I would hate 
having to pull up stakes & flit eastward. In any case, I hope you shall 
not be kept long in suspense, as the cold weather will soon be 
coming in & moving is not an inviting thing in cold or autumn rains.

Mrs. Mackie & Torla arriving on Tuesday evening, must have 
surprised you. I really believe I made a mistake in the date, saying 
25th instead of 24th, but Torla sent a p.c. on Saturday which surely 
reached you in time to let you know. Is Father Grant still in Winnipeg? 
he was such a nice little man - if you see him, remember me to him, 
please.

Mr. Malan’s letter & receipt from Turner received & pinned with 
the rest of the latter. I am so sorry I forgot to enclose the Furniture 
cheque in my others, but having such a lot to attend to, I completely 
overlooked it. Trust not much harm will come of my seeming neglect.
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I gave Torla $40.00 for her trip, Capt. Mackie having the cheque you 
left me (with the one for Mr. Allan) cashed.

Any one buying the box would know it was ours so many things 
were sure to be marked - it is a shame they should have been so 
negligent for the boxes were all well & legibly marked. I feel so sore 
about it yet I still hope they may find it.



No! it is a very unusual thing to have a service in the R.C. 
church for one who is not a member of the same; however I shall ask 
Father Jan & let you know, so that there may be no mistake.

I shall have to mail the Diary & have looked on the shelves but 
do not see it - will search for it when I end this.

The children are well & begin school on Monday. The Sisters 
are going to take Harwood, having spoken to Father Jan & he wishes 
it. His teacher to be is a Miss Roman, a girl whom Flora met at the 
Rouleau’s & found charming, so it will be all right, I suppose. Hope 
the weather will get warmer, it feels like autumn.

As I wish to mail this to go tonight, I shall have to say au revoir. 
It is after six & the two lovely ladies have not yet returned. Be sure & 
write often
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With fond love & many kisses from our dear little ones as well as 
myself.

As ever,
Your devoted lonely little wifie,

Maye
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