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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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1513, 1st St. W.
      Calgary, Sept. 30th

My own darling boy,

Your very nice letter of the 27th came to me this 
morning while I was dressing & I was indeed delighted to get it, you 
may be sure.

We are having beautiful weather now, so I suppose you will be 
favoured in the same way for your gymkana [sic] next Saturday. You 
were right to wait as it will be far more pleasant travelling than it was 
last week.

I trust the arrangements re Highland Regt. are completed by 
now & that everything points to its being a great success. I was so 
delighted when you decided to remain to meet Lord Milner & hope 
you had a good confab with him. Trust the banquet was all that could 
be desired & that he was pleased.

Well, it was foolish of Maj Devine to build such a large house 
when the family consists of himself & his mother - he will marry some 
day & fill it, I suppose.

Beware! not of widows, but of married women whose husbands 
are sometimes absent, eh, dear? You missed the cup of tea, but likely 
escaped a lot of catechising as well. I agree with you & feel sure 
some one said 
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said something, for Capt. Mackie told me one day, “I am just waiting 
to see the Col. I want to tell him something but I cannot possibly write 
it. I am so frightened letters might be tampered with & I could only tell 
him, anyway”. We have not seen them since Sunday, but some day 
Mrs. M. might let me know, if alone.

You missed my Sunday letter, as I thought you were en route, 
but I made up for it on Monday, did I not?

Your long, interesting letter of the 28th & the business one of 
same date came this p.m. to cheer me up when I was feeling very 
tired, having made a crate of plum jam & succeeded beautifully. I 



hope you will find them good, as I will make some apples up too, 
knowing how fond you are of the latter.

As for the furnace, after running after & waiting for Mr. 
Johnston, I called on Mr. Allan, who is young in appearance, rather 
nice looking & very agreeable. He promised to attend to the matter, 
saying that a new grate was needed which could not be here until 
next Monday. I told him about the hot water pipe in the bathroom & 
that if not seen to at once, we would have the ceiling down - he sent 
the plumber up immediately who examined it & who came this 
morning & put in a new piece, so that is done. They all think George 
Hope very negligent, I assure you. We did suffer from the cold & were 
very uncomfortable during the
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uncomfortable during that cold spell. The office is not moved yet, to 
my knowledge. Poor Capt. Mackie does not think [Trelaw] & Quebec 
very proficient in their different branches of work - the bulk of it all 
falls on Clark & himself.

We had snow, but no sleighing - that was a [command], as 
Morris used to say. The flowers only froze after the snow was gone. I 
thought you meant to say that you weighed less than when you left. I 
am getting stouter & you will find it so, I am sure.

My feet are quite warm once more - of course, we are very cosy 
now that the weather has changed. You must miss the long 
comfortable bed, where you can stretch to your heart’s content - how 
is it that the one you now occupy is so short?

I never saw the pictures you refer to since you showed them to 
me. I told you of Bagnall pulling the fan out of the despatch bag & I 
caught it up & said “The Col. would not like your looking through that 
bag, Bagnall” - he blushed & said nothing, as Gertrude was in the 
room. Annie never cared for Bingham & they do not speak now at all. 
She never liked the girl he married & while Annie was ill in hospital & 
Bagnall had to sleep in his car where he was cooking, the happy 
couple lived together in the house before the ceremony was 
performed, & had a youngster well on the way, I hear.

Tilsey would be delighted if she knew all
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the nice things you say of her, which I also believe. She is a fine 
woman, so careful & such a help to him, being so economical in 
every way & devoted to her husband.

I suppose men like Capt. Snider do hear all sorts of things, but 
how very unguarded the woman must be to run such risks. The same 
can be said of some of the women here I know: they are peculiar to 
say the least - we cannot tell how they behave, meeting them 
seldom, but now know more than we do!

I think Bishop Legal will not be leaving. Marcella must have 
made a mistake - it is another of the same order who has also been 
long in Canada, who is [chosen] according to the papers.

You must not call yourself “the poor old stove” - think of the 
fierce heat you keep perpetually burning in my heart for you my 
darling & do not pity yourself I beg of you.

Mrs. [Cunliffo] is very ill. Mrs. Talbot said today that some said it 
was cancer & that there was not much hope of recovery. Miss Allison, 
when I phoned on Sunday said she was getting on nicely - too bad! 
the Col feels it very keenly.

Mr. Ricards is improving & his wife writes in good spirits, 
expecting to return towards the end of the month of Oct. Had a walk 
home with Mrs. Elton when Minnie & myself were out - she said the 
C.P.R.
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might send Ashley to England for the winter, in which case they 
would all go, she would be charmed, you may be sure. We have not 
seen many this week, in fact, none since Sunday - except when we 
were out ourselves.

I had a letter from Walter Johnston this p.m. He says his “hands 
& arms are swathed in about forty yards of bandages, but I won that 
Fire record!!” - what can have happened to him? he also “hopes I get 
the stock certificate all right & please send back a receipt for it, 
naming the number of the certificate “84” so that your certificate can 
be entered on the books”. Tell Sam that I cannot write as I want to 
but appreciate his letters, so I write to his better half instead”. His 
penmanship is almost unintelligible, so he must have been seriously 
maimed. So far, Capt. Smart has not said a word of the Fire 
extinguisher he left there for [me]. Needless to say, the stock 
certificate has not come to me & I shall write him to that effect 
tomorrow. I am sorry he was hurt, but suppose he was handling 
explosives in a careless manner, poor fellow!



Well, my darling boy, it is getting late & Min & the chicks have 
gone to bed. I keep you posted in the little news there is. The mud 
slinging is going on apace & the elections are in full swing. Oliver & 
others speak tonight in [Sherman’s rink] - Frank Sherman, whoever 
he is, is the Socialist member in the field.
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All are well - the chicks doing well at school. Gertrude today got 
100% for arithmetic - was first of course & goes into a higher class, 
Senior fourth for that study. These are their monthly exams, you 
know. Harwood was 2nd in his class for arithmetic - first in 
composition - other subjects to follow for both of them. I should say 
Harwood, 1st for arithmetic having tied with another. not so bad, eh, 
dear? they will get on all right, I think.

Well, my own dear pet, you will be weary reading this long 
letter. I shall be so glad to see you again & feel almost like a bride at 
the prospect of seeing you. God bless you, my darling - take care of 
yourself. With sweet kisses from all & very much love, of which 
Minnie sends a share & thanks you for your kind letter.

Believe me, my darling
Ever Your own devoted, affectionate

little wifie,
Maye.
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1513, 1st W.
Calgary, Sept. 30th

My own darling,

Your business letter received this afternoon. Yes, the cheques 
came all right, the a/cs have been paid, receipted & pinned together 
as you wish me to do.

I notice that you put 4 cts. on you letters at times - is it not one 
ounce for 2 ct. stamp? The month is at an end once more - it soon 
passes, does it not? especially when pay-day comes.

Goodbye & God bless my darling is the fervent prayer of his 
devoted & loving little wifie

Maye.
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