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1513, 1st St W.

Calgary, Apr 8th

My own darling,
Yours of the 6th, the first you have written since that of the 3rd, came to

me this morning after my return from church, where I went to 8 a.m mass &
received Holy Communion. This is Holy Thursday & it has just dawned on 
me that the letter will not be called for tomorrow, so in order not to be too 
long without favouring you, I decided to write now. Minnie & Marcella have 
gone to church for a while, so I profit of their absence to pen you a short 
letter. I hear the rigs driving past - the city looks quite gay & I must confess 
the houses we have seen on the street are very fine. I would have liked to 
put in an appearance at the horse show, & it is a great penance for me to 
deprive myself of it, however…. it being Holy week one must make some 
trifling sacrifice in return for all He did for us & after all this is very little to 
do, when I owe Him so much!.

So I am the essence of humbug! well, [sic] you know I am not in 
reality. Yes, it was á propos of the veterans that piece in the “Courier”, but 
who
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who [sic] wrote it? it [sic] is very good, at least I liked it immensely, & so did 
others who read it.

I am still nice & trim compared to Mrs. Grogan & a few belles like her, 
still I am much plumper than I used to be.

The Ft. Walsh photos are no doubt rather scarce - should I meet Mr. 
Clarke again would it be good to ask if he perchance had any?

They did not understand reserve & dignity here, my dear. I know you 
had that reputation, but when people know you, they find you most affable. 
Mrs. Mewburn told Mrs. Howe the other day “that the oftener she saw me, the
better she liked me. I was so sympathetic & seemed so sincere”. Mrs. Howe 
said “you do not know how nice Mrs. Steele is & the people will only find out 
when she is gone” - she did not tell me but told Minnie, so it was not 
flattery.

So you like [horse] leg shows! well, [sic] it is too bad to be deprived of



them, is it not, my darling? I fear to shock Minnie too much else I would tell 
her the story. Mother would enjoy it more.

Please send back the H. Bay a/c - it is better for me to have it, as I 
prefer checking it over & I cannot ask them to write it out again.

You see dear why I want to know if
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we are sure to move. It will take some weeks to pack up & I do not want to 
be doing it in the warm weather. June is summer & if we wait too long, it 
means settling the Winnipeg house in extreme heat, as they say it is very 
warm there, so we shall have no rest at all. Streets dry up in a few days, 
but packing takes weeks, you know.

The children are longing for you. Flora gets discontented & weeps for 
you at times - it is not my fault, still that is the way it is & she grumbles & 
growls at your prolonged absence.

Indeed! I am far from being the acme of perfection in any way, still I 
pass in a crowd.

I knew you had gone to address the Canadian Club, but did not know 
your subject, which is a very appropriate one at present. I am sure you did 
splendidly, & as you become less timid handle your subject very ably - it is 
a fine thing for you dear, & I am delighted they appreciated your speech so 
much - all your reading & your fine memory come in beautifully now, eh, 
dear?

One might expect to find an [Oro] man there & that tickled Flora 
nearly to death. It is nice to be amusing as well as instructive & a few funny
stories help one remember things better sometimes. I am sure your visit 
proved most
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enjoyable in every way & Snider must have been very pleased to see you 
once more. Lord Strathcona’s magnificent gift must have impressed them 
too.

Your success will give you courage, my dear & I hope your Winnipeg 
address was all you could wish for in every way.

Harwood has done very well in his quarterly exams. I have his papers
& will get him to write & tell you his places himself. Flora will go back next 
week, as they had exams this week & you know she suffered with her tooth
for ten days.

Gertrude will also begin again. she [sic] was only absent a few days.
Duncan Campbell told Marcella you wrote him some time ago & that 



you were not going to be moved from here. I said “if you were, I did not 
think you would tell him until you were officially informed of it”.

Antoine & Tilsey write they cannot come for Easter, so we shall be 
deprived of the extreme delight of even welcoming you home, my darling. 
John has not put in an appearance & no other word from him. I suppose he
is kept on the move & they find it difficult to bring three children about.

It is very warm today - a grand spring day!
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like June & every one seems bright we see on the streets.

I must not weary you with too long a letter. Will you please phone Mrs. 
Mackie & tell her “I got the ribbon & buckle I asked her to buy for me & 
many thanks”. I wrote her a very long letter on Sunday which she has 
received ere this, but have not time to write her again. Well, my darling, I 
must say good bye & fix up a [little] for dinner. God bless you dear & do not 
forget what I want to know. I do not want to give a farewell tea if I am not 
going & if I am, do not wish to delay. You see the position I am in, do you 
not?

God bless you - all join in much love & many sweet kisses. I reserve 
a few hugs which I wish you were near enough to give. As ever,

Your own lonely, anxious to meet you
little wifie,

Maye 
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