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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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26 [Ste Fauville St]

Montreal
May 27th

My own darling Sam,
Your dear letters dated Apr 13th, 14th,& 16th came on the 19th of this month &

received the usual very warm welcome. It is nice to know of all your doings 
although so long a time elapses before the missives reach me. Major Biggar 
seems to be a very nice man – I met him at Mrs [Power's] tea in Halifax & had a 
long conversation with him. It is hard to follow your movements now that you 
have gone to the front & you can imagine I am sure, how very eagerly I scan 
every newspaper for word of you & your command. Lord Strathcona
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wired the Bank of Montreal on the 3rd I think to let me know that you had gone 
that day, but did not say where or with whom. I am very sorry to hear of Mr 
Sanders illness – in fact from what I have been told, he may be gone by now - &
I can fancy his poor little wifes feelings – news came that a cablegram from 
Cape Town to Ottawa asked the Authorities to let his wife know that he could live
but a few hours – galloping consumption. I fear you will not gain much men if 
you have any long marches & are on scant rations for a time. The change from 
the N. West must be rather a pleasant one, only I wish we were not so very far 
apart – there would not be so many aches & pains in my poor heart were we 
only nearer. I am sure you do not find your woolen 
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clothing too warm if the nights are cool. We are just commencing to feel the 
heat, the 24th being our first really summerlike day. There was a parade of 
almost eight hundred men (a number being away in their cities) & we went to the
corner with the little ones to see them march past – they were as usual very 
much excited over “The Soldiers of the Queen.” The day was quiet & there were 
fireworks everywhere in the evening. I now take up your dear Easter letter, my 
darling – our day was pleasant though it rained the last three days of Holy week.
I am fairly happy, at least as much so as I can be while you are so very far from 
me, but my health is not good, so I intend going to see a Dr once more. We are 
again without a servant & have been since before Easter & are in consequence 



kept awfully busy. Capetown must be pretty from the description you give of it & 
I fancy you could thoroughly enjoy a nice flirtation inside the low walls you 
mention. The ladies down there seem very sociable indeed if they can enjoy a 
whiskey & soda as well as their betterhalves. The ladies all take a fancy to you, 
so I must keep a watch over you, my pet – the world is not so very large, for go 
where you will one always comes across some one who if unacquainted with 
you, knows some one who knows you – true, is it not?
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When I read the paragraph in your letter in which you say “you have no use for 
any ladies except nice looking ones, like my family” Mamma said “Sam has just 
been licking the Blarney Stone I fear – he is a fraud”. Canadians seem to be the 
heros [sic] of the hour – the truth is that England as well as the rest of the world 
is surprised at the advanced state of civilization Canada has reached – they 
thought we were still half Indians & their astonishment is great at the fine men 
we have sent to represent us. The people who presented the flags would be 
charmed I am sure if they saw them flying to the breeze in Capetown. Yes my 
darling, I do hope & pray too that God will protect & bless you until we meet 
again – if anything happens you I think it would finish me!
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Your next letter, my darling is dated the 17th & is a short one, still gives me 
infinite pleasure as I know you think of me often when you write. I hope the 
cases of [Glanden] did not turn out to be anything serious & I know what a great 
help Major Belcher is to you. I hope Elmes is keeping all right – if he does, it will 
be so much better for him, poor fellow. The “Monterey [Ling]” I had published in 
“The Herald” - this weeks illustrated edition of the same paper contains your 
photo & a long piece written by “Amateur” & published in “Black & White” some 
weeks ago – it is very nicely written indeed – they also speak so highly of 
quartermaster Parker – the same article was published in “The Daily Witness” 
last Saturday week. Your last letter is dated the 19th of April – I do hope you have
had some of mine,
[/pg 5]
[pg 6]
for I have written you weekly since your departure. I am not surprised that the 
horsemanship of the men was admired for they ride so well & look so well too. I 
suppose spectators are scarce down there. What a commotion the Grenadier 
Gds would create here, if they could only be seen. I think Gilbert Parkers verses 
are very pretty. Now for home news, as I have answered all yours – Alice had an
operation performed on Wednesday last by Dr Brown, assisted by Dr Church – it
took place in the house – the nurse came in early that morning & all the folks left
the house for the day but Mamma & myself. The operation lasted almost an hour



& was more serious than the Dr anticipated – she is getting on well, but it gives 
us a good deal of trouble as the nurse was called away suddenly last night – I 
hope she will feel stronger after this & take good care of herself. The children 
are enjoying good health & are bright & happy. I went to Flora's exams the other 
day & think she is doing very nicely – she was so pleased, poor child, to have 
me present. The distribution of prizes does not take place until sometime in June
– Gertrude is the same [old] sixpence & always chummy with her Dubbie. He is 
such a sweet, lovable little man, that every person is fond of him. Aunt Gertie 
returned from Winnipeg on Tuesday looking very well – she enjoyed herself 
immensely.
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She likes the people, finds them so friendly & genial – would like to live there I 
believe. She came back by Chicago & spent some days there also. She looks 
well & the rest did her good in every way. Louise & her boy came back the same
day. Willie was up some weeks ago, but I mentioned it at the time. Mamma is 
well, but rather tired. I took Alice to hear Mrs Langtry in “The Degenerates” a 
week ago – we were terribly disappointed in her in every way – looks, voice, 
acting are not up to the mark. Mamma & myself went to hear [C. A. L Currin's] 
Cantata [“Surprise”] on Friday – the artists were good & the choir also. The 
music is lovely & as it was played by “The
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Boston Symphony Festival Orchestra” you can imagine how beautifully it was 
rendered – we enjoyed it very, very much indeed & as all the proceeds were 
donated to the “Patriotic Fund” it was well patronized. People are commencing 
to move to the country & the city looks summerlike now – the trees are in full 
leaf & the gardens & lawns looking green & fresh. I got Topley's account 
yesterday - $38 is pretty high, is it not? Some of the photos are awful & I will not 
give them to any person. I have to pay the next $221.68[ch] to The Federal Life 
on the 15th June, so you see, my dear boy, I scarcely afford to spend much on 
trifles. I have paid $100.00 to Martin since you left, & still owe $75.00. This is 
harder on me than
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when you were in the Yukon, expenses being greater with the same amount of 
money. No word yet of the Customs money, but I am going to write Mr White a 
gentle reminder in a few days. I must also renew the Miners licence at once & 
send it to [illegible] Pearcey Belcher so that it will not have expired. May 28th - I 
will add a few [words] to this which I was unable to finish yesterday as people 
came in & prevented my writing. We are having beautiful weather today & we 
viewed the eclipse this morning. I wonder if you noticed it wherever you are. The



children were very much excited over it. O, dear but I do wish you were near me
& how I wonder if we shall ever be together again! I am never going to let you 
leave me & instead following you everywhere so you can prepare after this to 
make up your mind to be bothered with me always. Your two dear letters of Apr 
26th & May 1st came this morning but I will not answer them now as I want some 
more pleasure this week & my greatest delight is reading & answering your dear
letters. You know, when a person has had a dear little home & a dear old 
husband to live in it with her that it is harder than ever before to get along with 
others – then the children are far better with only their parents to please & 
correct them, so I sincerely hope the future has the same happiness in store for 
us once more. God bless & keep you safe from all
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all harm, though the risks are far greater than ever before, I know. All send their 
love. Antoine is anticipating a trip to the N. W. to visit Regie for a time & expects 
to leave on the first tourist train in June. Beau & Marie go to Terrebonne the first 
week of next month also, so their little home will be closed for a while. Their boy 
is looking fine. Alice continues to improve but will not be able to leave this flat for
a month. There is no more news to give you – all enjoy good health – give our 
love to Elmes & remember me to all whom I have the pleasure of being 
acquainted with. With very many sweet kisses from our dear
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little ones & [reams] of love from myself, believe me, as of old,

Your own true, devoted, lonely little wifie,
Maye.

I have had no news from the militia Dept re cheques but will write them if they 
neglect attending to them as soon as sufficient time has elapsed to make them 
to do so - 

Maye.
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