
Middleton February 27h 1851 

Revd Sir, 

My Dear Friend, 

  Your very kind and interesting letter was received by me on the 10th of October last and 

I am much obliged to you for the same, I was much pleased to hear that your trials and difficulty under 

which you had been laboring the previous year had subsided. and with the divine blessing without which 

nothing is wise holy or good; had I trust been overuled for your good, so that you had been blest with 

sunshine and prosperity.  It is always a matter of great joy to me, to hear of your success in spiritual 

things, and that you are instrumental in the hands of God of turning men from darkness to light, and 

from the power of sin and satan to God.  of pointing them to the shameful tree, the crop all stained with 

hallowed blood.  I know that in the Missionary field (particularly) as well as in other places the enemies 

of the cross are actively engaged in sowing tores amongst the good seed; the more binding is our duty 

to go forth to meet them in humble dependence upon the blessing of the great husbandman who has 

said, “In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand. for thou knowest not 

whether this or that shall prosper” and Lo I am with you alway even unto the end of the world.’  

Although the christian minister cannot always see that fruit of his labours as he could wish; and the seed 

of the gospel may seem to lie dormant for a season.  Yet it will doubtless take deep root, spring up and 

bring forth fruit in some thirty sixty and in others an hundred fold.  May many souls be the crown of 

your rejoicing in the day of the Lord Jesus is the prayer of your unworthy friend. 

I was glad to hear that you were well in health and that your station had escaped the fearful ravages of 

that awful epidemic the Cholera which is the harbinger of desolation and woe wherever it makes its 

appearance.  In the West Indies Spanish Town, Jamaica, it has swept away its thousands.  My own health 

and that of my wife has been tolerably good dureing the year for which I desire to be thankful to the 

Father of all our mercies.   

You justly observe in yours, that life is alternate clouds and sunshine. this we each prove by experiences.  

Dureing the year that is past and gone  
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into eternity.  Death has broken into our Family and has taken away my dear Brother Francis, who lived 

at Derby but died with us at Middleton. 

You will remember that he was rather of a delicate constitution, and in April last it pleased the Lord to 

afflict him in body and to lay him asid from the active duties of life.  he had two Abscesses formed upon 

his back one on each side of his spine.  he had two medical men attending him while he was in Derby 

who performed an operation upon him and recomended him to sea Bathing &c but all was of no avail. 

they continued to discharge untill they brought him into a consumption.  Although his afflictions was 

severe and protracted not a single murmer was ever heard from him at any time but humbly acquiesed 

to the divine will, and said that all would be right.  When informed by his medical attendant that there 

was no hope of recovery he wished to come to Middleton to die.  I was with him much dureing the latter 

part of his illness and read your last letter to him, and he expressed himself much pleased with it.  His 

wife asked him if he had a bright prospect of heaven and he said Oh yes my dear I think I have a bright 

prospect, and also said how he should welcome her to glory, I said to him you have not believed in a 



cunningly devised fable.  Oh no said he it is a blessed and glorious reality, and frequently expressed 

himself as haveing a constant abideing peace, and a firm reliance on the atonement.  He asked us to sing 

to him that beautiful Hymn in the Wesleyan Collection beginning with.  

Where shall true believours go,   When from the flesh they fly. &c   

He seemed to be quite enraptured with the thoughts of heaven and said Oh were we entered there; He 

dwelt much upon those words God is love and delighted to sing the verse,   

If Jordan swells I will not fear  

My Jesus will be with me there 

My head above the waves he’ll bear 

God is love. 

He continued in this happy frame of mind untill Monday morning November the 4th 1850 when 

convulsions seized him. after which he remained unconsious untill about Ten O-clock in the evening 

when without sigh or groan his happy spirit took its flight to the paradise of God. for which he had been 

so mercifully prepared, in the thirty sixth year of his age.  Our loss is his infinite and eternal gain.  He is 

buried in the Church burial ground at Middleton and will there await the resurextion of the Just.  His 

widow has been liveing at Derby since. as Brother had built a comfortable House there but she has just 

disposed of it will be likely to come and reside in this neighbourhood. 
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I must now endeavor to give you some account of the state of things in this neighbourhood.  I was 

appointed at the Lea Chapel a short time since and took tea at Mr Wasss they enquired particularly 

about you.  Mr Hubbersty continues to do duty at Dethick.  Mr John Wathy is liveing at the House where 

Miss Alsop used to live.  Mr Wass has got the trunk of that old tree that used to be before your House in 

his pleasure ground it is quite hollow.  I wrote to your Brother George sometime ago for him to come 

over to Middleton as I had heard from you, and that you wished to hear the particulars of his family and 

circumstances, but instead of comeing over I recd a note from him including one for you; which I now 

send.  I am afraid they are not doing very well in the world.  I have made some enquirey about them and 

find that he is employed on the road breaking stone &c I think he has had but a poor life with wife.  but I 

have heard she was much altered for the better I wish it may be so.  The radical party headed by Messrs 

Everett, Dunn & Griffith, assisted by the Editor of the socalled Wesleyan Times, but more properly Kays 

Times, have endeavoured by every possible means to sow the seeds of discord and disunion throughout 

all our societies and have succeeded to a fearful extent in a many places but I trust it will in the end be 

overruled for good, but is very painful for the present.  I (am) thankful to say that our society at 

Middleton has been preserved from the contaminateing influence of this bad spirit and is in a 

prosperous state; haveing made several additions to our number who I have every reason to believe are 

saveingly converted to God.  Our Ministers have had much to try them of late eight of our Local 

Preachers in this circuit are gone over to the so called Reformers, ie Agitators some of them have had to 

be Expelled and we are glad to get rid of them, because they poison and mislead others who know no 

better.  In many places where peace and order is restored those who have been led away with the cry of 

stop the supplies &c are anxious to get back again.  Mr Frederic Harward our Clergyman at Middleton 



was Married in November last to a cousin of his a widow Lady from Bedford with a family of six children, 

they will be useful to form a part of his congregation as he has very few to hear him; he is such a quie 

fellow.  I often wish we had a pious Clergyman here, he might be very useful.   
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Mr Greville is going on much as usual at Bonsall, . . . and Mr Jones is still at Cromford,  Mr Barker at 

Matlock Bath.  It is reported that Mr Harward (Senr) is likely to leave Wirksworth as he cannot get a 

Curate to please them.  They wont have Mr Frederic on any terms  There is a young man just come as 

Curate to Carsington a Mr Pickton he has called of me several times: he seems very anxious to do good 

and I have no doubt (will be) useful there; the congregations have increased much since he came.  Mr 

Alfred Alsop seems likely to establish himself again in business at the Viagellia Works Bonsall, he attends 

to it himself his Mother & Sister is with him.  I was much pleased to see in our Missionary Notices the 

truly Catholic spirit that has been manifested by yourself and our Missonarys and of your kindness to 

them.  Mr Mason also speaks in the highest terms of your newly appointed Bishop of Ruperts land as 

being exceedingly zealous holy man; and liberal in his views; benevolent and kind to the poor.  The 

protestant feeling in England has been truly roused of late against the proceedings of the Pope to 

establish a Papal Hierarchy, by appointing an Archbishop, and twelve Bishops to preside over specified 

districts or dioceses.  The country generally is dissatisfied at the measures which Lord John Russell is 

attempting to bring forward to meet the case.  I hope we shall be preserved from popery.  This year will 

be an important era in the worlds history, the Exhibition of the works of arts of all nations at London in 

May next will excite wonders in the minds of thousands.  The Census of the population will have to be 

taken on the 31st of next March the Registrars will have to superintend the takeing of it many important 

things will be brought to bear on that occasion.  I trust above all other things it will be a year of 

ingathering of precious and immortal souls into the fold of Christ.  My Wife Father, Mother & Sisters and 

other friends unite with me in kind love to you.  and may the choicest blessing of heaven be imparted 

unto you, is the prayer of your affectionate and sincere friend. 

I Remain My Dear friend 

Yours very sincerely 

Wm Buckley 


