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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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26 Ste Famille St.
June 17th

My darling old boy,

Your dear letter of May 11th lies open near me & as I am 
anxious to have a chat with you, I cannot wait until evening comes, to 
steal a few minutes from my afternoon labours, in order that I may 
catch the morning train for New York & thereby gain a day or two. You 
will know from the letter I sent from Mr. White how you stand in 
regard to the Pension - your resignation must be sent first,
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then I suppose all will be O.K. As I said in my last I have ordered the 
saddle for Torla from Cheyenne to be sent at the same time as yours, 
so I hope it will be all right. She is perfectly charmed at the idea of 
learning to ride & I have been wondering whether the ladies ride 
astride down there - a large number do so here & wear the divided 
skirt which is in every way perfectly suitable & very convenient. I also 
want to know if we shall bring out my mother’s nice dining room table. 
You cannot imagine
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how delighted I am to know you want me to hurry over & begin 
housekeeping again - you must be somewhat lonely I fancy, my dear 
old boy. I shall bring the dishes I have & I suppose buy glass ware 
here, as I have none you know. This morning the Bank of Montreal 
sent me word that £100. had been cabled over from London for me. 
You are awfully kind & I suppose it is intended for the trip, but as I 
said before I much fear I cannot go just now. We must try & rent this 
house & get our things together, as you told me to. This has come so 
suddenly you see that we were totally unprepared for it. Had we only 
known, we might have boarded for a few months & gone over as 
soon as you called on May 26th but I must attend to business you 
know & will not leave my work undone or half-finished. The pension 



must be settled & I want the Federal Life to cease the $100.00 extra 
after the premium due on June 20th. It would then
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then be $121.68 instead of $221.68. I saw Mr. [Popham] concerning it 
yesterday & he said they would look into the matter. Your three dear 
letters of May 13th, 15th, 16th gave me a most unexpected & very 
pleasant surprise yesterday morning - needless to say that as usual, 
they were read & re-read ever so many times. I wrote Mrs. Hilliam a 
fews days after the cable & had her answer soon after, so you see I 
am getting to be somewhat of a business woman & independent
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as well. You know my dear mother is very anxious to come too, so 
there will be a party of us. The Drs’ recommend the sea voyage & say 
it will do us all good - she has never been very well this winter & it is 
time for her to rest from the cares of house keeping. I shall do all I 
can to arrange about the trip & let Mrs. Hilliam know results. She may 
be eager to go at once, as she has no one but herself to look after & 
no business to settle. I am pleased to learn there is a convent or 
school that the
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children can attend for some years. I told you in my last about Flora 
& you will understand my reasons for wishing her to be near me for 
some years longer. Well, the Inspector Gen. as you say, approves of 
your work & I am pleased at the compliment & encouragement he 
gives you, my dear. Yes I referred to C. Ross’s letter before. I am 
sending newspapers sent me by Mrs. Mac yesterday & I know you 
will be glad to learn particulars of poor Bell’s death. The floods were 
very bad as you see & did much damage. The Canadian papers 
publish every letter written by every trooper over their fight at Hart’s 
river - it is so strange they do it, but no doubt every family which has 
a representation in the fight, wants the world to know it. So there are 
ladies teaching singing in Pretoria! Well, that will be nice & I must try 
& bring my voice back before I go, as “the singing bird” in my throat 
has been silent for a long time.
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No doubt Major [Cantan] will bring his wife & child back now that the 
war is over. Is Mrs. Bal very pretty & fetching? Is Mrs. Travers in 



Capetown? She must be in Africa since the Capt. has gone down for 
her - she will stop flirtations I suppose. all the ladies may find you 
even have developed wonderful powers of flirtation during your long 
absence from home. I fear to face what I must when we meet!!...
I called on Mr. Fred Taylor
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when I went to deposit the £60 sent on May 5th, yesterday afternoon. 
He was as usual charming & very nice - gave me two [buttons] & a 
shoulder badge “Strathconas” in good sized brass letters, made for 
the members who went to London. Regretted Mr. Hope had been so 
pokey or slow, as Mr. Jarvis might have been chosen to command 
them & he would have been far ahead of Courtnay & no fear of his 
ever taking too much. I praised “Buzz”
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you may be sure. He inquired very particularly about Parker, Qtr. 
master, who has gone as Sergt. Major - asking if there was any 
reason why he should not get a Commission in the N.W.M.P., how is 
wife is, etc etc. I could say nothing about her, as I know nothing of 
her, but said you always spoke well of him - may be Lord S. wants to 
do something to help Parker. Taylor offered to do all he could to help 
me when I go. His wife wants to go to the South of France with the 
two children for two years he says - her health is not very good & he 
will sell all his furniture - he seems to feel pretty bad & does not look 
forward to his lonely life with pleasure, I fancy. He is a good man, but 
she is considered a flirt I fear. Do not know very much about her, but 
she is not as safe a person to leave alone for years as I am - true, 
she has beauty which is a temptation I suppose.
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I had letters from the Miller’s yesterday & they are anxious to see us 
ere we leave. Also Mrs. Sanders wrote to wish us “bon voyage” - 
says “she feels we are going to meet again & would not be surprised 
if it is in S.A.” Gilbert does not care to remain longer on the Force etc 
- would like to go & settle in Africa. The Miller’s are all well & hope 
you are going to return & settle in Canada. I will have
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to take a run up for a week or so, before we go, so as to see all the 
family, or they will never forgive me. Mrs. Millah! is crazy about 



Dubbie & she must see him again. Auntie Millah! as they call her. The 
little ones are much better & enjoying the little sunshine we have now 
& then - it still rains quite frequently during the day, but this is nothing 
to your six feet
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of [snow] in your tropical clime. Why I need my fur coat!!... Be sure & 
tell me what to do with your buffalo coat. Frank hopes you get the 
Stetson hat safely. I know you will acknowledge it at once. Give me 
size of [Slater] Shoe wanted & tell me very minutely the kind you 
want - laced, you say - do not forget details. Anything else you need, 
be sure & say as I do not know how you are off for clothes. I asked 
about evening dresses in my last & you will think me crazy, but I have 
had them for years, without ever an occasion to wear them. Well my 
darling boy, it is past supper time, so I will close. All join in much love 
& many sweet kisses, from your pets here. Do not forget all my 
questions like a darling. With many a warm embrace that will soon be 
reality, Your own true, devoted loving little wifie,

Maye
re-addressed letter to Mr. Hope
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