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Marie Steele to Sam Steele
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162 Hutchison St.
July 29th. Evening -

My darling boy,

Your dear letter of July 25th came in this morning after I had 
answered the one received by the first delivery, so tonight having 
read the “Star” & conversed with mother for some time, I come again 
to have a chat, with my own dear pet. I am sure you enjoyed your 
dinner with Mr. Vibart - do you know I cannot recall him, although I 
am under the impression that I saw him some time or other. I see the 
death of a Mrs. Martin in tonight’s paper,
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& I fancy it is his mother-in law. He of course, lives in the city - must 
find it somewhat lonely, but will remarry some day, I suppose. Have 
any of the [Insprs] called on you yet? if not, they are negligent & 
lacking in tact. Yes, Minnie will be company but you know, my dear, I 
have always been happy when you are near. I am sure Mrs. Johnston 
will be rather nice to us. What has become of Charlie McCaul? has 
his wife come out from Dawson? You have not sent size of the rooms 
yet - true, it would not be much use as I can buy nothing at present, 
still I might be able to do so, before I leave & I feel sure things are 
better here for the same money.
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It is comforting to look forward to a fall in prices within a year, as rents 
are certainly high now & as you say, we will do our best, succeeding 
as usual. We will manage all right - I fancy - raise our own fowls, so 
can have fresh eggs & chickens. We got on before & will again, I am 
sure. 
The root house will keep our vegetables safe from the frost, so all will 
be well. No doubt, Calgary has many advantages & seems to be a 
favourite place - it will hold its own, do you not think? So Mrs. Dupont 



was there also? They must have been delighted with Mr. McHugh’s 
purchase. There have been several fires of late & many steamers 
wrecked & drowning accidents without [doubt?] – people are so very 
careless & do not seem to know the danger when bathing or in row 
boats. Is it not sad to see a man like Jack J. shortening his life by 
many years due to a mania for drink? What misery he brings on all 
those near & dear to him - he will realize his folly too late & all his 
regrets will be in vain. You may be sure dear, I shall hang on to the 
Edmonton lots, as long as you tell me to - they are increasing in value 
all the time, of course. By the by, did you answer Tillie Regie’s letter 
inviting you to go & stay with them when you go to their town? as you 
sent me the letter, I feared you might have overlooked it - anyway, I 
do not think they received the answer, as in a letter to mother they 
say they had
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no reply from you - that is my reason for maintaining it. This afternoon 
mother & myself went to call on the [de B - Macd - L & Mrs. Panet] - 
they were at home & we had a great talk. I do not find them such 
gossips as they used to be - perhaps they may develop the faculty 
later, but so far they keep their tongues very free from scandal, 
anyway before us. The children are well & enjoying a game of hide & 
seek with the other youngsters on the street. Flora is quite the 
dignified young lady - reads a great deal & usually goes for a walk 
with some of her old school friends in the evening. The weather is still 
unsettled - rain every day, some time or other. Have not seen Beau or 
Gus rather for over a week - do not know whether
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he was in the city or not today, as he did not telephone us - we are 
fairly busy all the time as you know & the days fly by quickly. God 
bless you, my own darling. Of course, I am expecting a letter in the 
morning & shall be terribly disappointed if it fails to come. In the 
meantime, good night & very pleasant dreams. Ever so many sweet 
kisses from

Your own true devoted little wifie,

Maye.
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162 Hutchison St.
July 30th. p.m.

My own darling,

Your second telegram came this morning & I answered it at 
once. You see, my dear, I cannot act on such a brief message, as I 
cannot imagine why you have seemingly changed your mind as 
regards the girlies going to school down here. Having thoroughly 
discussed the why’s & wherefore’s on that question, I feel they should 
remain here - & having gone into the question of expenses, St. 
Urban’s is what suits us best this year & the classes being the same 
as the Villa, will not keep
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them back when they change. You know, my own pet, that it is my 
ardent wish to do just as you want me to. Flora is anxious to remain, 
especially as it seemed to be what you wanted, however, the funds 
are in your hands & that was the reason I went so deeply into the 
matter. Your two letters of July 26th came by 11 a.m. delivery & one of 
Minnie’s as well - you may rest assured all were warmly welcomed. I 
cannot imagine how you missed receiving one of mine, for it is my 
usual morning’s work & gives me as much pleasure as you derive 
from reading the budgets. You may well say they are a stupid lot, for 
few of them in Ottawa,
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would be so long without some kind of a clerk to do the work. 
Bolderson was our servant for a time, was he not? a good fellow - 
likely it is to be with you again that he applies, but as you say may 
change his mind when he knows the pay is small. Mrs. Mac always 
speaks well of Mr. Vibart & likes him as a sister I believe. I think “The 
Empire” people will understand & not press Mr. Macdonald to sell in 



a hurry, as all will depend on the expert getting a chance to do his 
work well. Mr. Vibart  has his boys with him, I suppose - it is too bad 
two lives have been wrecked there. Min says “Louie was a fool” but 
does not say what happened. How many such cases there are all 
over. No woman or girl seems to profit by the example of others & 
they all plunge into matrimony with undesirables, against the good 
advice of parents & their best friends, to regret it ever after - like 
Louise, for instance. I do hope the crops will not be very bad, but 
there is no doubt, that if this rain & cold weather continues, nothing 
will ripen to any extent even here. All vegetables are high and fruit 
ditto - strawberries were less than 12 cts a basket - raspberries 20 cts 
per basket, (the small ones like the strawberries) for one day only – 
then were 25 cts.
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Capt. McDonnell told me of Stubb’s billet, but said it was for a few 
weeks only & seemed to have little faith in it. I hope it may last. I read 
Capt. Strutts’ letter with much interest - it is newsy & well written. Mrs. 
Curtis will win their hearts with her charming manner & as Lady 
[Selborne] has so few companions or persons that they can associate 
with in the country, the Curtis’ will remain, I am sure. I read all about 
the [Bromeau] Mono rail when we were in London or since we came 
home & have seen the photos he mentions. The boy will be pretty big 
when they see him, four or more! 
Your brother, Dick must be getting on well & is fortunate in 
possessing
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so many shares in a good copper mine, especially if it is [making]. 
The land near Claresholm will also be of much value if it is near the 
town, as Jim Macdonald  says it is much bigger than old Macleod. 
There is plenty of work in the country if people will only do it, dear. It 
is strange how press correspondents get mixed up in their reports. 
We shall soon have the pleasure of having Lord Strathcona here - I 
do wonder if Sir Fred will succeed him! “The eye-opener” goes for 
them all in grand style & they deserve it, I am sure: one wonders the 
editor is not afraid of a suit for libel. 
Some one [sic] has just come in with a clock for Mr. Masson & he 
asked for
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“Mrs. Masson” - as the young man was French, I went to the door 
and gave him Gus’ address - he was profuse in his thanks, “asked 
me if I was married & if my husband was here?” You can imagine 
how amused I was, as I seemed to fall in his eye, eh! dear? Min says 
“every eye was on you, as you all walked up to the church for the 
Belcher wedding, as you looked so fine” – she was delighted to see 
you & everyone who did not know you before fell in love with you just 
as every body [sic] did before in the good old days - I mean the 
Cunningham’s  & others whom you met. It is lovely to be so well 
thought of - you are a darling to speak so well of me dear & to say all 
the nice, affectionate things you do in yours today - why, my little 
heart is going pit-a-pat, as fast as it can & I feel, I cannot write you 
how, but I sincerely wish you were near!.. The girlies have gone to 
see a school friend this p.m. Charlotte has just come, having returned 
from Vaudreuil yesterday - she is with mother upstairs. I have not 
seen her yet, as I was busy with you when she came a short time 
ago. Harwood & Henry Panet are playing “Wild Indian” on the street 
& they can yell, I tell you.
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The latter leaves for Windsor tonight I believe - he will be missed. 
Frank wishes mother & myself to accompany him to the Girdwood’s 
tonight - he brings Mr. & Mrs. Mare - if it does not rain, I will go, but 
the weather is most tantalizing, so unsettled - raining off & on all the 
time. I am sure you must get tired writing all the time day long & I 
appreciate your dear letters immensely. God bless you, my darling. 
Telephoned Gus this a.m. but he had gone to Pointe aux Trembles 
(Poplar Point) to spend the day with Henri Massin’s father-in-law, 
Judge [Laranger] - have not seen him, since he was mentioned in 
some of my last letters - no news from Ottawa.
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God bless you once more. A thousand warm kisses & embraces from

Your own true, devoted wifie,

Maye.
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