
C.L.O.    

Elora 19th Nov 1862 

My Dear Sir 

I received your last letter with the list &c &c relative to the Alterations between the state of Lots 

in 1861 & 1862 and forwarded it at once to head Quarters ______  The Appear to be a very long time in 

bringing the non-Resident Lands to sale and perhaps they will be a little longer seeing that Judge Draper 

has given an adverse judgment as to Squatted Lots that is I take up a lot and pay the first Instalment but 

dont Occupy it and you take possession and claim the Lot as yours___ The case was tried in Kingston in 

Hilery term___ well I have to ask you if you will be so kind as give me an exact Statement of Lots 31 & 32 

in 17th con: that is who is the occupier of Lot 31, what buildings are on it and who is in Occupation with 

(as near as you can guess) the quantity of acres cleared ___ and the same account of No32 mentioning 

the actual Occupiers name, Buildings and Clearance and if you say who long each lot has been occupied 

____ if occupied at all ____  I have been told that these two Lots stand in the name of a child “David 

MBridgeford” ___  be this as it may it was not a child that paid the first Instalment.   
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I heard that you was at Quebec, did you see my good friend Mr Tarbutt?-- did he say when the Lands 

were likely to come into the market? 

well there is really nothing new here and what is worse no money coming in ___ my income for 

the last month was only $7.50 pretty handsome you will say. _________________________________ 

I trust Mr. R. Caldwell is now better and got quite strong again ___ his was a very narrow escape.   

we have nothing but Rain for the last three days, and this morning it still continues.  I suppose 

you were favoured with Sleighing when in Quebec as I see they are Sleighing it both in Quebec and 

Montreal. ____________ 

Nothing new here therefore I shall stop ___  Miss Geddes unites with me in kind regards 

to you ___ Believe me Ever  

very truly yours  

Andrew Geddes 

The Revd 

 John Smithurst 

   Lea Hurst 

   Minto 
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     In answer to your enquiries about Lots 31 and 32 on the 17th Concep(?) of Minto I return you the 

following information very as near as I can which is to the best of my knowledge and belief correct. 

The Lots stand in the Crown Lands Books in the name of David W. Bridgford.  There is no such 

person in existence.  John Bridgford bought the lots at the time of the Minto sale and paid the 1st 

Instalment but as he bought other Lots in his own name he used the names of a son for the lots now in 

question.  That son David W Bridgford had died, prior to the sale.  As John Bridgford cannot give a 

transfer as David W. Bridgford ? the lots would appear still to belong to the Crown.  Bridgford made an 

attempt to sell the Lots to Thos Dalley Sen some years ago, but Dalley paid him nothing until the validity 

of the title his Bridfor(?) claim could be tested.  Dalley Sen gave Lot 31 to his son Wm and lot 32 to his 

son Thomas. about 1857.  Wm Dalley put up a log Shanty and chopped about 3 acres upon Lot 31 and 

has always been assayed for said lot.  He has however never resided upon it, the Shanty is now rotten, 

the 3 acres were never properly cleared up, have not been cultivated for several years but and are 

covered with grass and weeds worse for the care than if still in (?) such is the nature of Wm Dalleys 

occupancy of Lot 31. 

Thomas Dalley Jun has a house and Barn upon Lot 32 and has been living upon it for (?) years 

past.  He has about 12 or 14 acres cleared.  The Commission may be disposed under the circumstances 

to view him as a squatter and allow him to retain the lot.  If so the Instalments paid by Dalley Sen would 

have to be considered as paid on Lot 32.  As regards Lot 31 I believe Wm Dalley has no intention of 

residing upon it, having made several attempts to sell it, but always failed when the nature of his right 

way investigated. 

    J. Smithurst  

 

 

 


